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Passionately Wrong? 

November 5th  

Genesis 2:7; 3:6; Proverbs 4:23 

 

Have you ever been passionately wrong? 

Tim Keller says, “If you’re intolerant of people you think are intolerant, you’re still intolerant.” 

“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”       Proverbs 14:12 

We are a trichotomy: body, soul, spirit  

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground (body), and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life (spirit), and man became a living being (soul).”       Genesis 2:7 

1. The Danger of Passions and Abilities. (Genesis 3) 

Satan has a subtle way of manipulating us to use our passions and abilities for ourselves and not 

for God. 

John warns his readers in 1 John 2:15-16: “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world-the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the Father but is of the 

world. 

The three things John warns his readers to be aware of, Eve was guilty of committing.  Keep in 

mind, all it took was a piece of fruit! 

John Bevere in his book Good or God points out the three things in Genesis 3:6 to which Eve 

desired of the tree were good in themselves: 

a. The tree was good for food.  There is nothing wrong with being hungry. (lust 

of the flesh) 

b. The tree was pleasant to the eyes.  There is nothing wrong with liking what 

you see!  (lust of the eyes) 

c. The tree was desirable to make her wise. There is nothing wrong with wanting 

wisdom.  God commands us to get wisdom. (pride of life) 

“Everything in the universe is good to the degree it conforms to the nature of 

God and evil as it fails to do so." ~ A.W. Tozer 

The moment they disobeyed God and ate of the fruit, they died spiritually.  What we desperately 

need is to be brought back to life; spiritually alive. 

2. The Defense of Our Heart-Where Passions Come From. (Proverbs 4:23) 

 



“A proverb is a short sentence drawn from long experience.” ~ Willmington 

“Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”  Proverbs 4:23 

We are to guard our minds and hearts with all that we have.  The more I think on something the 

more it influences me. 

 

Fill your head with Scripture, you end up acting like Jesus; fill your head with the things of this 

world and you end up acting like the Devil. 

 

3. The Discovery of Our Passions and Abilities to Glorify God. 

We have people who are passionate about saving lives, cooking, lawn care, teaching, 

engineering, nursing, fixing things, praying, statistics (this one makes me cringe), organization, 

administration, nurturing babies, mission work, singing… and so on. 

God has woven and designed us uniquely for His purposes and design 

He is known for putting specific people in a specific place to accomplish His specific purpose! 

 

4. The Display of THE Passion. 

At a specific time in history, God sent a specific Person, Jesus Christ, to carry out His specific 

purpose and plan that which only He was able to do. 

“For when we were still without strength, IN DUE TIME Christ died for the ungodly.”  

              Romans 5:6 

Commentaries say that “in due time” means in all of the history of time, Christ was born at a 

strategic time from the wisdom of God precisely when He ordained Him to do so. 

When the Pharisees were exalting themselves above the Law of God, placing standards on 

people they could not live up to, Christ humbly came under the Law to live perfectly for us, 

fulfilling the standard for us! 

Jesus was certainly a passionate individual with many abilities!   

Jesus was passionate about seeking and saving sinners.   

Prayer Focus 

1. What are you passionate about? 

2. Am I using my gifts, passions and abilities to glorify God? 

3. “Lord, help me see the One who used His passions and abilities to help people so 

that I would reflect His character.” 


