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And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  

                  John 17:3 

“Know” in John 17:3, the Greek word is Ginosko.  

 1) To learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of perceive, feel 

  1a) To become known 

 2) To know, understand, perceive, have knowledge of 

  2a) To understand 

  2b) To know 

 3) Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman 

Four ways we use the phrase. “But God”: 

 Really… 

 Please save me (a true call to salvation). 

 Please intervene /step in this situation. 

 You are incredible, look at what you have done. 

The words “but God” have been used many times in Scripture, here are just a few ways: 

 

 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and 

he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.              Genesis 8:1 

 

 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you would 

surely have sent me away empty-handed. But God has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands, and 

last night he rebuked you.          Genesis 31:42 (NIV) 

 

 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 

saving of many lives.          

 Genesis 50:20 
 

 But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.      Psalm 

49:15 
 

 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Psalm 

73:26 
 

 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.       Isaiah 40:8 

 

 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you brought my 

life up from the pit, O LORD my God.               Jonah 2:6 (NIV) 

 

 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible. 

                     Matthew 

19:26 
 



 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him.                  Acts 2:24 

(NIV) 
 

 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. Acts 3:15 

(NIV) 

 

 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

               Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
 

 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

             Romans 6:23 (NIV) 
 

 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.

              Romans 8:9 
 

 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 

world to shame the strong.               1 Corinthians 

1:27 (NIV) 

Look at what God has done or what He does:  But God… 

1) Offers Salvation - The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 

longsuffering toward us,
[b]

 not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

                 2 

Peter 3:9 

2) Has made us alive - And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.     Ephesians 2:1 

3) Did a great work (past and future tense) - being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun 

a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.              Philippians 1:6 

4) Is in control – Job 38 and 39. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

                     Colossians 1:17 

5) Is faithful - Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you established the earth, and it abides.

           Psalm 119:90 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  

                     Hebrews 10:23 

Prayer Focus: 

 I would ask God to save me. 

 I would exchange my “really, God” to “thank you, God.” 

 I would ask God to intervene in my life/situation. 
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