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1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

 

What is going on before 1 Corinthians 13? 

 The Corinthian Church is debating on who is “important” in the Church. 

 They are debating as to what gifts are important and which ones are not.  

 Then comes Chapter 13.  We always have to keep in mind the surrounding passages so we can 

 best understand the current passage. 

What is love? 

 Eros – sexual  

 Storge – Family love between members and between a parent and a child. 

 Philia – Brotherly/ friendship love 

 Agape – “The active love of God for his son and his people, and the active love his people are to 

 have for God, each other, and even enemies”1.  

“It is a love that loves without changing.  It is a self-giving love that gives without demanding 

or expecting re-payment.  It is love so great that it can be given to the unlovable or 

unappealing.  It is love that loves even when it is rejected.  Agape love gives and loves 

because it wants to; it does not demand or expect repayment for the love given.  It gives 

because it loves, it does not love in order to receive.  The word love has little to do with 

emotion it has much to do with self-denial for the sake of another”.       ~ David Guzik 

  

He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.                 1 John 4:8 

 Love is a choice.  Jesus showed this on the Cross!  It is also a choice for us. 

What love is not: 

 Love is not an emotion; emotions constantly change. 

 Love is more than a feeling. 

 Love is not doing what you want, when you want, how you want and others doing the same. 

True love comes from God, and can only be disseminated by God and His people. 

1) True love must be received before it can be given. 

 You are loved (remember 1 John 4:8). 

 God loves us, knows us, wants a relationship with us. 

 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for  us. 

                      Romans 5:8

                                                           
1 Zondervan NIV Exhaustive Concordance, Edward W. Goodrick and John R. Kohlenberger III 



 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

 should not perish but have everlasting life.        John 3:16 

 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of  yourselves; it is the gift of 

 God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.          Ephesians 2:8-9 

 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 

 toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.        2 Peter 3:9 

 God desires a relationship with us!   

If you hear nothing else today know that you are loved, God loves you. 

2) If receiving God’s love or disseminating God’s love is difficult, it may be the “love” you experience 

(including the past) is truly not love. 

 Our “love” has been skewed by: 

  Our world 

  Relationships  

  Our upbringing 

3) If my motives(s) for what I do is not love, I am in the wrong, and therefore not truly loving. 

 If our motive is not love (God’s love), it could be: 

  Recognition 

  Manipulation 

  We don’t know how to love or we haven’t received God’s love. 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.              Colossians 3:23-24  

 

Or 

BURN OUT 

4) They will know us by our love.  

 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

 love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

 another.”                 John 13:34-35 

5) God’s love is eternal. 

 The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

 Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.             Jeremiah 31:3 

Prayer Focus: 

 I would receive God’s love, and I would rest in the fact that I am loved by God. 

 I would ask, “What is my “motivation” for doing what I am doing?” 

 I would embrace God’s love so I can share it with others, 


