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Have you come to a point in your Christian walk where you are wanting more? 
 

 Has Christianity become routine, mechanical and lifeless?  

 Do you find yourself just going through the motions? 
 

In 1 John 1:1-4, John writes to these Believers and tells them that they (who have never met Jesus) could have the same 

exhilarating relationship with Christ as he and the Disciples did!  (They heard him, observed him, investigated him, touched 

him) 
 
Actually, we have a more intimate relationship with Christ than the people who were His followers.  Why?  Because we 

have the Holy Spirit. 
 
Luke wrote the gospel which bears his name and he wrote the Book of Acts.   

 The Book of Luke records the acts of Jesus here on earth.  

 The Book of Acts records what Jesus did from Heaven. 
 

Jesus is the only founder of a religion throughout history who claims to still be leading His people! 
 
 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.                Galatians 2:20 
 
Are you resting in the acceptance Jesus earned on your behalf, or are you trying to earn acceptance with God? 
   
“My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you,”              Galatians 4:19 
 
 The Holy Spirit is the One who “forms” Christ in us! 
 

“Just as the Spirit came upon Jesus to equip him for his public ministry, so now the Spirit was to come 

upon his people to equip them for theirs.” ~ John Stott 
 
 What if the Holy Spirit were withdrawn from your life and your Christian community? 
 

“As a body without breath is a corpse, so the church without the Spirit is dead.” ~ John Stott 
 

1. Preaching Under the Influence of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:22-40) 
 
Jesus’ Life 
 
“…a man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 

yourselves also know-“ Acts 2:22 
 
 After Peter explains the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he starts out the second half of his sermon with 

Jesus. (vs. 22) 

 We too should always begin with Christ. 
 

“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the 

Father, He will testify of Me.”             John 15:26 
 
 This is one way to know if somebody is genuinely filled with the Spirit: they always talk about Jesus! 
 
Jesus’ Death 
 
“Him being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have 

crucified, and put to death; “whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that 

He should be held by it.”           Acts 2:23-24 
 
Jesus was not put to death by criminals, he was put to death by religious people. 
 

“In fact, you have a pagan leader (Pilot) trying to convince the religious people that Jesus is 

who he says he is.” ~ Travis Cooke 
 



The Resurrection is vital to our faith.  Without the Resurrection, there would be no hope. 

Jesus’ Ascension 
 
Therefore, being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 

He poured out this which you now see and hear.              Acts 2:33 
 
 Sitting at the right hand of the Father as Advocate- showing/revealing His finished work concerning Salvation 

and triumph over Satan and His enemies (1 John 2:1) 

 What Peter gives them is the gospel in a nutshell! 

 The essence of being filled with the Spirit is soaking in Scripture and allowing the Word of God to permeate 

and control us. 
 

2. The Conviction of the Spirit  (Acts 2:36-38) 
 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 

and Christ.  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart…”              Acts 2:36-37a 
 
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division 

of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

                     Hebrews 4:12 
 

“The more he preached, the stronger the conviction grew in the hearts of his listeners.  He 

delivered the final blow when he told them they crucified the Christ, the Lord of all.”  

               ~Pastor Chris Watson 

What was their response? “… Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37b) 
 
One distinction that needs to be made: the difference between conviction and condemnation. 
 
 Conviction brings about repentance and restored fellowship with Christ and life.  

 Condemnation tells us we are guilty and brings death. 
 

God gave The Law (Exodus 19:12, 32:28) and 3,000 people died because of their disobedience.  God sent the Holy 

Spirit (Acts 2:41) and 3,000 souls were added to the Church because of Christ’ obedience and their faith in Him. 
 

3. The Results of Being Under the Influence of the Holy Spirit 
 
Unity 
 
 God was unifying something that man through sin had divided: the tower of Babel. 

 
“…Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, 

lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”               Genesis 11:4 
 
 God’s response: “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one 

another’s speech.”                   Genesis 11:7 

 Pentecost, which all commentaries agree, is the reversal of Babel (confusion). 

 The Holy Spirit helps us “make sense” of the things of God. 
 

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

                                  Acts 2:42 

a. Fellowship  

b. Communion - in the breaking of bread 

c. Conversation with God - in prayer 

d. Reverence for God – vs. 43 fear came upon every soul 

e. Cheerful Givers -  vs. 44 in unity sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among 

   all, as one had need. 

Prayer Focus: 

 God help me walk in your Spirit. 

 God help me to have the desire to be filled with Your Spirit. 

 God please enable me to be filled with Your Spirit. 


