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WEEK 40 DOUBTING THOMAS -------------------------------- Chris Watson

It has been said, “We all have our doubts.”  We doubt the weather man will 
get it right, we doubt someone will hold up to their end of the bargain, we 
doubt that things will work out the way we would like, and, like Thomas, 
we may have doubts concerning faith issues.  The issue is not so much 
about our doubts themselves, but what we do with those doubts.  Do we 
dwell on them or learn and grow from them?  Do we take them to the 
Lord?  Thomas, a Christ follower, had doubts that Jesus was, in fact, alive.  
In this week’s study, we will see that those doubts went away when He saw 
Jesus face to face.

Day 1

First Read Luke 24:13-35

“The two men walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus were discouraged dis-
ciples who had no reason to be discouraged.  They had heard the reports 
of the women that the tomb was empty and that Jesus was alive, but they 
did not believe them.  They had hoped that Jesus would redeem Israel, but 
their hopes had been shattered.  We get the impression that these men 
were discouraged and disappointed because God did not do what they 
wanted Him to do.  They saw the glory of the kingdom, but they failed to 
see the suffering.” Warren Wiersbe1

How much more evidence did these two need?  Witnesses had seen the 
empty tomb, angels had announced Jesus was alive, and other witnesses 
had seen Him alive and heard Him speak.  The proof was there, yet these 
two failed to believe or put any weight on what Jesus had said prior to His 
death or on what the prophets had written about the Messiah.  They saw 
the glory, but not the suffering.  They saw the crown, but not the cross.

Jesus later opened their eyes and they realized Whose presence they were 
in, though they had failed to understand it earlier.  God’s Word is 100% 
true.  We can count on it, live by it, trust it, and let it guide us.  However, 
we are not to take mere bits and pieces of His Word, but the whole counsel 
of Scripture.  When we take the whole counsel of Scripture, we can then, 
through God’s leading, see what God has done and is doing (at least, to an 
extent).  However, if we focus only on a portion of the truth, as these two 
disciples did, we may miss the whole boat.  Of course, God is the One that 
truly opens our eyes and He often uses His Word to do so.  Treasure God’s 
Word, ingest the Truth and instruction that it gives, and consider all of 
Scripture.  When we do that, God allows us to see the “rest of the story.”

______________________
1 Be Courageous, Warren Wiersbe
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Day 2

First Read John 20:19-23

What must it have been like to be in that room when Jesus entered?  The 
disciples were hiding for fear of the Jews.  Remember, the Jews and reli-
gious leaders were the ones who put Jesus to death, though they should 
have been the ones bowing down and worshipping Him.  As the disciples 
hid in the room, Jesus entered and His first word was “Shalom” or “peace.”  
In essence, He was saying, “Don’t be afraid; it is I.”

What happened next must have been quite an experience.  Jesus showed 
them His hands and His side, just in case they had any remaining doubts 
that He was truly Jesus.  I imagine that this was a lot for the disciples to 
take in, but more was to come.  Jesus said, “As the Father has sent Me, I 
also send you.”   Right there in that closed room Jesus commissioned His 
disciples to go out into the world.  He then breathed on them, giving them 
the Holy Spirit.  Jesus would soon ascend to Heaven but He left the Holy 
Spirit with them.  If He had not done so, they would have remained just 
ordinary men.  With God’s forgiveness and the Holy Spirit inside of them, 
they had everything they needed to carry out Jesus’ commission.

Jesus then proceeded to say, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are for-
given them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  Now this 
isn’t saying that the disciples had the authority, per se, to forgive sins but 
rather it goes along with the end of verse 21 in which Jesus told them, “As 
the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  Jesus was preparing His disciples 
for what was to come, including His impending departure.  He was giving 
them His Spirit (just as He has done for us) and the authority (just as He 
has done for us) to go into all the world and preach the gospel.  Notice He 
didn’t ask them, solicit their input, or seek to know in any way whether or 
not this met with their approval; He simply sent them, because they were 
Christ followers.  Because they were Christ followers, they desired to share 
the greatest news ever.

Thanks be to God that He has also given us His Spirit and commissioned us 
to go into the world, which includes our homes, workplaces, schools, ball 
fields, and perhaps across the ocean, to preach the gospel and to share 
with others that Jesus can forgive sins, so that all who believe can have 
peace with God.  Just as the disciples were commissioned to do this, so are 
we.  Have you trusted Jesus?  If so, you have His Spirit and His command 
to go and tell.   Can you think of someone with whom you can share the 
gospel this week?  How will you use today to be on mission in your home, 
at your workplace, or at school?  This year, what mission trip might you be 
a part of so you can tell the world about Jesus and what He has done?
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Day 3

First Read John 20:24-29

We often refer to Thomas as doubting Thomas.  “Jesus did not rebuke him 
for his doubts.  He rebuked him for unbelief: ‘be not faithless, but believ-
ing.’ Doubt is often an intellectual problem; we want to believe, but faith is 
overwhelmed by problems and questions.  Unbelief is a moral problem; we 
simply will not believe.” Warren Wiersbe.  Doubt says, “I cannot believe,” 
whereas unbelief says, “I will not believe unless you give me evidence or 
meet my demands.”  Therefore, Thomas had more of a problem with unbe-
lief than with doubt.

Thankfully, though, Jesus met Thomas where he was and gave him the 
evidence he needed.  Upon seeing Jesus’ hands and side, Thomas cried out, 
“My Lord and my God,” as he believed.  Jesus went on to say that those 
who believe without seeing, those who don’t require evidence to believe, 
are blessed.  This includes many others who heard but didn’t see Jesus after 
His resurrection and also includes us.  We have believed without physically 
seeing Him.  I would argue that those of us who know and are walking with 
Jesus daily have ample evidence of His presence in our relationship with 
Him and that the evidence we have is just as good as seeing Him in per-
son, at least until we can see Him in heaven, praise the Lord.  If you have 
doubts, take them to the Lord.  If you have unbelief, take that to the Lord, 
as well.  Ask God to work on your heart.  As believers, we have and will face 
“doubts” that creep up from time to time.  The important thing is what do 
we do with those doubts?  Do we ponder and worry over them again and 
again or do we take them to the Lord and lay them at His feet?

Let’s go back to the beginning of today’s passage.  The reason we have 
today’s passage is because Thomas wasn’t with the other disciples when 
Jesus first appeared.  We don’t know for certain why Thomas was not there, 
so we can only speculate, at best, but because he was not with the other 
disciples, as he probably should have been, he had to endure a week full 
of unbelief and fear when he could have been experiencing peace and joy.  
This should be a great reminder for us to be where we are supposed to be, 
particularly when it comes to worshipping with other believers.  We may 
never know whether God may have us there for someone else or whether 
we may need to be there to hear what someone else has to say or for God 
to speak especially to us.  When we do things on our own and become 
careless with our spiritual walk, we have the potential to hurt others and 
ourselves.  Just ask Thomas.  He endured a week of unbelief and fear, most 
likely because he simply wasn’t with the other disciples, as he should have 
been.  

This week, take any unbelief or doubts to the Lord.  May we be where we 
are supposed to be, even when we don’t feel like it, for we never know 
what we or others might miss if we are not. 
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Day 4

First Read John 20:30-31

We know that we do not have all the details of Jesus’ life and miracles.  If 
we did, we would have many, many books.  What we do have is enough, 
exactly what God intended.  We have enough to know who Jesus is, we 
have enough to know the Truth, and we have exactly what Jesus intended 
for us to have in order to know the Truth.  

We have the Word of God, as verse 31 says, so that we may believe in Jesus 
and in doing so have life in His name.  In John and the other Gospels we 
see Jesus’ works, His walk, and His words.  As C.S. Lewis proposed, we have 
a trilemma, a choice between three options.  Jesus was a liar, a lunatic (cra-
zy), or Lord.  The more we read of God’s Word and the more work He does 
in our lives, we know more and more certainly that He truly is Lord; He is 
all that we have ever needed or will ever need.

The word “life” is used 36 times in John’s Gospel.  Jesus offers sinners 
eternal and abundant life, if they place their faith in Him.  As we read God’s 
Word we can know more and more of Jesus and grow in our belief.  In a 
recent article by Dr. Al Mohler, entitled The Scandal of Biblical Illiteracy: 
It's Our Problem, he shares that we as believers often don’t truly know the 
Word of God simply because we are not reading it.  Now, obviously, you 
are reading God’s Word as you are doing today’s devotion and for that I am 
thankful.  But might we really jump into God’s Word and understand more 
fully what it says.  In his article, Mohler says that:  60% of Christians can’t 
name five of the ten commandments, 82% believe the phrase “God helps 
those who help themselves” is a Bible verse, and 12% believe Joan of Arc 
was Noah’s wife.  That last one may sound humorous, but I am not making 
it up.

This helps us see how much we need to absorb God’s Word.  We need to 
study it day in and day out, learn it, grow in it, and live it out.  Again, John 
said these things are written so that, “you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”  
The more we read and study and, yes, teach others God’s Word, the more 
the Word is proclaimed.  God’s Word can never be overly read, overly stud-
ied or overly proclaimed!  Are you truly soaking up God’s Word?
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 80

Psalm 80:17 speaks of the “Son of Man,” referring to Jesus, of course.  This 
is just one of the many times we see Jesus in the Old Testament.  Psalm 80 
is a prayer for Israel’s restoration.  The nation of Israel had turned her back 
on God and was seeking after other things, including false gods.  In this 
psalm, Asaph cried out to God to do what only He can do.  Three times 
Asaph asked God to shine His face on His people.  We know that the Son 
of Man, Jesus, is the light of the world, so this was also a foreshadowing 
of what God would do to save Israel and anyone else who would call on 
the name of the Lord.

We are reminded that Israel is God’s chosen people and as Gentiles we 
have been “grafted in.”  That is, Jesus has made the gospel for all people, 
but from the beginning of time His chosen people were the people of 
Israel.  We need to pray for Israel.  We need to pray for their (the Jews) 
eyes to be opened and for them to see the Messiah for Who He really is.  
Many Jews have not been told or allowed to hear “the rest of the story” 
and when they do hear it, they are amazed.  Take some time to watch this 
video link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXSBR047MMk and see 
how some Jews are really beginning to connect God with Jesus/ Messiah.

Jesus is the only One who can restore Israel.  Jesus is the only One who 
can save and restore us, praise the Lord.  When we call on God’s name 
we are saved and we know that, even in our wandering, God loves us and 
disciplines us as His children.  He wants the best for us.  Take some time 
to thank the Lord that He has saved you.  If you have walked away, repent 
and return to Him.  Take some time to pray for those who have walked 
away or who do not yet know Him.
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WEEK 41 ANOTHER MIRACULOUS CATCH -------------Dennis Watson

This week we look at several significant events, the most significant being 
the restoration of Peter.  Jesus had been crucified, had been raised from 
the dead, and had appeared to His disciples and to others.  He was now  
showing Himself once again to a group of His disciples.  It was more than 
just an appearance.  It was an appearance with a particular purpose.  The 
purpose was to restore Peter and prepare him for what would happen on 
the upcoming day of Pentecost after Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

Day 1

First Read John 21:1-4

Fishing again?  Really?  Could it be that Peter was so quickly returning to 
his former employment or, was it just that fishing was what he knew and 
the stress pushed him to a point of needing a break? At least he was still 
in Galilee.  Jesus appeared to His disciples after He rose from the dead and 
told them that He would meet them in Galilee.  The seven disciples who 
were fishermen returned to fishing, with Peter leading the way.  Peter was 
the strongest leader of the group. So, when he went fishing, the others 
followed his lead.  Always keep in mind that other people are watching you.  
They will follow you.  Where are you leading?

Peter led the way on the fishing trip, but they fished all night and caught 
nothing, as had happened on another occasion.  Jesus stood on the beach 
as they returned, but they did not recognize Him.  There are at least two 
reasons they did not recognize Him.  First of all, they were not looking for 
Him.  They were busy fishing.  It seemed natural for them to give up their 
new work of fishing for men and return to their former fishing occupation.  
The second reason they did not recognize Him was because His appearance 
had probably changed.  He had been beaten beyond recognition and His 
beard plucked out.

There have been times in my life when it seemed nothing was going right 
and everything was going wrong.  I was not looking for Jesus and if He had 
appeared before me I probably would not have recognized Him either.  Sev-
eral times in the Bible we read that if a person seeks the Lord he will find 
Him, if he seeks Him with all his heart. (Deuteronomy 4:29 and Jeremiah 
29:13).  For whatever reason, the seven disciples who were fishermen were 
not looking for Jesus.  Instead, it seems they had buried themselves in their 
work, but even that was not going as planned.

Their whole lives had been turned upside down.  Jesus had been crucified 
and buried.  They knew He had risen from the dead but everything was not 
adding up for them.  They were not able to connect the dots.  I am thankful
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that we know the outcome and have the promise of the ultimate outcome.  
When things seem to be going wrong, remember that God is still in control 
and is working out His plan.  Let Him finish.
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Day 2

First Read John 21:5-14

This was a case of “been there, done that” for the disciples.  They did not 
recognize the man on the shore, but He gave them some very familiar 
instructions that they surely should have recognized from just two years 
earlier.  He called out to them, asking literally, “You didn’t catch any fish did 
you?”  I don’t think He was inquiring about how the fishing went.  It was 
more like He was making a statement that they had not caught anything.  
They told Him, “No.”  Jesus instructed them, as before, to cast the net 
again, this time on the right side of the boat.  And, as before, there was 
an abundance of fish caught - 153, to be exact!  This time the net did not 
begin to tear as in the previous account and they made it to shore with all 
the fish.  John recognized Jesus and Peter, with his characteristic impulsive 
style, jumped in the water and swam to shore.  The others followed in the 
boat with the fish.

Just consider a few things.  First, they did not recognize Jesus, because they 
were not looking for or expecting Him.  It seems as though they should 
have been looking out for Him because He had told them He would meet 
them in Galilee.  We should always be expecting Jesus.  We should be 
looking for Him.

Secondly, apart from Jesus, we can do nothing.  Jesus told us this in John 
15:5.  We must abide in Him and by His power we will be able to accom-
plish things.  He supplies and we must do our part of obedience.  Someone 
told me the other day that God supplies the manna, but we have to go get 
it.

Thirdly, Jesus told them to cast their nets on the right side of the boat.  
Really?  Would that really make a difference?  Jesus often gives us instruc-
tions that make no sense to us.  However, we are to obey Him and leave 
the outcome to Him.  Too often, followers of Jesus miss out on seeing Him 
at work, because we think that what He tells us to do makes no sense.  As 
the old hymn says, “Trust and obey.”  Just do what He says!

This obedience is an ongoing, eager willingness to obey.  This is not a be-
grudging obedience, like a child who obeys because she has to, but an obe-
dience that comes out of trust in God and a desire to see His will and His 
best carried out.  This is a willing and expectant obedience.  This eagerness 
entails wanting to know what to do, from the Word of God, so that I might 
experience His best.

Be eager to see Jesus, to hear Him, and to obey. 
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Day 3

First Read John 21:15-23

It must have been surreal for Peter as he went through this experience.  I 
wonder about his feelings and thoughts about what had happened on that 
night when around another fire Peter had denied knowing Jesus.  Now, 
here he was in another moment.  This time, around this fire, the resurrect-
ed Jesus began a conversation with Peter, in which He would fully restore 
him.  The scene was designed to awaken Peter’s conscience and open his 
eyes.  The catch of fish reminded him of his call to leave his nets and follow 
Jesus.  The fire would have reminded him of his denial.  Being at the Sea 
of Galilee should have reminded him of many other experiences, like the 
feeding of the 5,000 and his walking on water toward Jesus.  So the stage 
was set for restoring him to his calling.

Peter had denied Jesus three times.  Jesus even told Peter at that last Pass-
over meal He shared with them that Peter would deny Him, but that after 
he had been restored he would “strengthen your brethren” (Luke 22:32).  
The time of restoration had come.  Jesus patiently asked Peter three times, 
“Do you love me?”  Peter affirmed his love for Jesus each time.  Every time, 
Jesus gave the instruction for Peter to “feed my sheep.”  Each time the 
wording was slightly different, but each time the goal was the same—for 
Peter to affirm his love and be assured that he had been restored to his 
place of service.  Peter had failed Jesus with his denials, but in answer to 
Jesus’ prayer, Peter’s faith had not failed.

Peter, like all people, was sinful and subject to failure.  It is true of all of us.  
We will let people down—ourselves, our family, leaders, and the Lord.  But 
He is faithful and, although others may give up on us, He never will.  He 
wants us to succeed and be about the work to which He has called us.

Have you failed Him recently?  His desire is to restore you and get you back 
on track.  Tell Him of your love for Him.  Return to your first love and get 
back on track.



10

Day 4

First Read John 21:24-25

Jesus very graciously restored Peter and prepared him for his coming lead-
ership role that we find recorded in the book of Acts.  Jesus told Peter that 
he would die also by crucifixion.  Peter then asked Jesus about John.  He 
wanted to know what would happen to him.  Jesus basically told Peter that 
was not his business.  Peter was to get about following and doing what he 
had been called to do.  Wow, that same problem plagues Jesus’ followers 
today.  Many people get bogged down looking around to see what is hap-
pening with other people.  In doing so, we lose our focus.  We may need 
to be reminded of what Jesus asked Peter, “What is that to you?” So let’s 
focus on what He has called and commissioned us to do.

In just three weeks, we will wrap up the gospel accounts of Jesus.  After 
that we will come to the book of Acts and the spread of the message of the 
gospel.  John closed his account of the gospel of Jesus Christ by confirming 
the reliability of his witness.  John uses the words “witness” and ‘testify’ 
forty-seven times in his gospel.  Obviously, it is a key word in his gospel.  
John had witnessed these events himself and wrote them for us.  In 1 John 
5:13 John tells us why he wrote:

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may con-
tinue to believe in the name of the Son of God.  1 John 5:13 (NKJV) 

He tells us that he could have included so much more but he had written 
what the Holy Spirit told him to write.  So often in preaching there is so 
much more that could be said, but I seek to say only what the Spirit leads 
me to say and no more.  John said that if everything about Jesus and His 
ministry were written, the world could not hold all the books.  It must have 
been difficult trying to figure out what to put in.  What a relief to have the 
Holy Spirit directing the project.

The gospel of John ends with the account of Jesus, Peter, and John.  These 
two men were transformed by Jesus.  They were ready to walk right into 
the future that would be recounted in the book of Acts.  Jesus is still trans-
forming lives today.  He has done that for you and for me.  He has done it, 
so that we too might walk into the next adventure of sharing the gospel 
with a world in need.
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 32:1-4

We have been on this journey now for two and a half years.  We have been 
connecting the dots through the Old Testament and in the New Testament 
we are now seeing the dots connected.  But there is another time of antic-
ipating the dots connected as we look forward to the end time events de-
scribed in both the Old and New Testaments.  Today’s passage in Isaiah fans 
the flame of that anticipation.  To begin, take a look at one of my favorite 
passages from the book of Revelation:

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" Revelation 11:15 
(NKJV) 

Today’s passage anticipates this.  In Isaiah 32:1, we read “a king,” while 
Isaiah 33:17 refers to “the king.”  A few verses later in Isaiah 33:22, we read 
“our king.”  This progression is intentional.  Jesus is a King.  Ultimately He 
will be the King.  This is pictured in Revelation 11:15.  Jesus will come and 
reign in perfect righteousness.  His people will know and understand.  His 
people will be safe and secure.  But don’t forget the progression in Isaiah 
32 and 33.  Jesus is not just a king or the king; He must be acknowledged as 
our King. 

Is Jesus your King?  He is a king.  He is the king.  He ultimately will be the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  Most importantly, He is our King.  The 
kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of our Lord!
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WEEK 42 THE COMMISSION------------------------------ Chris Watson

My dad, Dennis Watson, has often said that if all God wanted to do was 
save us, He would have done that and immediately taken us to be with 
Him.  However, we are still here, so God left us here for a purpose.  In our 
readings this week, we will see a large part of that purpose is to go into 
all the world and make disciples, not just converts.  Going into the whole 
world includes crossing the street, as well as crossing the ocean.  As you 
read this week’s devotions, ask this question, “How is God making disciples 
through me?”

Day 1

First Read Matthew 28:16-17

These eleven men had been with Jesus for almost His entire ministry.  They 
had walked and talked with Him, watched Him heal many, seen Him feed 
thousands, and a few of them were even with Him at the Transfiguration.  
Notice verse 17, though, “when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but 
some doubted”.  We know one of those doubting was Thomas, but others 
also doubted.  After years spent with Jesus, hearing His teaching and seeing 
His work, some still doubted even while they worshiped Him.

Is this not what happens today?  Many people that are strong in their faith 
face doubt.  Again, these men had been among the chosen twelve and, yet, 
some of them doubted.  Now, I don’t know about you, but that makes me 
feel a little better, for I have doubted God before.  Have you?  I have doubt-
ed whether God knew what He was doing.  I doubted if God was really in 
control.  I doubted that God would be on time. I doubted whether God 
even knew what was going on.  Now, deep down I knew that He did, but I 
have still struggled with these thoughts at times.  

The disciples, too, wanted to fully believe, yet they doubted.  The import-
ant thing here is where do you take your doubt?  Do you seek to have it 
answered by others or by God?  When you doubt, do you search the inter-
net or do you search the Scriptures?  When you doubt, do you ever go back 
and remember a time or times when God was faithful, even though you 
may have doubted His faithfulness at that particular time?

Remember the man who had the son with the evil spirit?  He truly believed 
Jesus could heal his son.  Everything else had failed; Jesus was his only 
hope.  He believed.  He said so himself, but he followed it up with, “Help 
my unbelief.”  Maybe that needs to be our prayer today.  “God, I trust You.  
I believe You.  I know You are in control, but in these moments where 
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doubt, sometimes from the enemy, creeps in, help my unbelief.”  

Maybe you can agree with me and say a prayer like this.  “God, I know You 
are faithful.  You have been faithful in Scripture and faithful in my life.  In 
fact, I can think of many times where You were faithful and directed or 
answered me at just the right time.  God, as I continue my week, help me 
to fully believe and follow You.  If I begin to doubt or waver in my trust and 
belief in You, please help my unbelief.”  
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Day 2

First Read Matthew 28:18-20

The word authority is synonymous with power.  So we can understand from 
verse 18 that Jesus had all authority in heaven and on earth.  All of Mat-
thew and the Gospels confirm this.  There was authority in Jesus’ teaching.  
He demonstrated His authority in the healing of many.  He confirmed His 
authority as He forgave sins.  And He displayed His authority over the ene-
my and death.  Here, in His words at the end of Matthew, He delegated this 
authority to His disciples.  Sure, it was God’s authority, not theirs, but He 
was passing it on to them, for the task that He was giving them could not 
be done on their own.

Notice, though, in verse 19.  Jesus didn’t say, “Go and make converts.”  He 
said, “Go and make disciples.”  This meant they were to go and make fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ.  Again, we know God does the work but we are of-
ten the channel He chooses to use for that work.  We are to make disciples 
of our families and those on the other side of the world and everywhere in 
between.  

With this being said, how are you making disciples?  Who are you teach-
ing?  Who are you mentoring?  Who are you sharing the Gospel with?  
For the most part, “making disciples” doesn’t happen inadvertently or by 
chance, but rather by intention and out of love for Jesus.  So, how are you 
discipling your spouse, your kids, your grandkids, neighbors, and those 
around the world?  How are you leading them to Jesus?  Remember, God 
didn’t call us to just make converts but disciples.  Jesus makes disciples, but 
He uses us in the process.  

As you work through this morning’s devotion, answer these questions:

-Who am I currently discipling?

-Who would God have me to disciple?

-Who is discipling or mentoring me?  If there is no one doing this with you, 
pray that God would give you someone.

-Logistically, how can I begin discipling others? 
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Day 3

First Read Luke 24:46-49

It has been said that meekness is power under control.  Jesus was sharing 
with His disciples that it was necessary for Him to suffer, die, and rise from 
the grave.  It was necessary so that many could be saved by the Gospel.  
The gospel story is that Jesus died for our sins and it is to be preached, so 
that all people may come to repentance and faith in Jesus.  Jesus was tell-
ing His disciples this and that it would begin in Jerusalem.

Notice verses 48 and 49; in fact, read them again.  Jesus called the disciples 
His witnesses.  A witness is one who sincerely tells what he/she has seen, 
heard, or experienced (Acts 4:20).  Jesus was sharing with the disciples that 
they would share the good news of Jesus Christ with the world, starting 
right there in Jerusalem.

Notice what He said in verse 49, though.  He told the disciples to wait in 
Jerusalem until they had received power from the Holy Spirit.  The disci-
ples would not be witnesses on their own or under their own power, but 
would go and do great work under the power of the Holy Spirit.  “Witness-
ing is not something that we do for the Lord; it is something that He does 
through us, if we are filled with the Holy Spirit.  There is a great difference 
between a ‘sales talk’ and a Spirit-empowered witness.  People do not 
come to Christ at the end of an argument,” said Vance Havner.  “Simon 
Peter came to Jesus because Andrew went after him with a testimony. We 
go forth in the authority of His name, in the power of His spirit, heralding 
His gospel of His grace.”2 

On their own, the disciples could do nothing.  They could not convert peo-
ple; they could not make disciples, heal, or do other great things on their 
own.  They needed Jesus, in the form of the Holy Spirit.  People’s salvation 
and lives are not dependent on us or on our great skill or mastery of words, 
but rather dependent on what the Holy Spirit can do and how the Holy 
Spirit might want to use us. 

Are you depending on your own power these days?  Are you trying to make 
things happen on your own?  STOP!  Don’t do it.  Rather, depend on God, 
pray to Him, and watch Him work.  Then, if He gives you specific instruc-
tion, go.  If not, pray and seek Him even more.

______________________
2 Be Courageous, Warren Wiersbe



16

Day 4

First Read Genesis 18:17-19

Today, we are jumping back to the Old Testament for a bit.  The Great 
Commission began when God promised Abraham that he would be a great 
blessing to all nations.  Long before Jesus or Abraham were born, God 
knew that He would send Jesus to die on the cross for every nation.  Jesus 
was in Abraham’s lineage.  Abraham became a blessing to Israel and to the 
entire world as he was the far off great grandfather of Jesus, the Savior of 
the world.

Jesus’ plan to save us from our sins was not Plan B just because Plan A 
messed up.  He knew we would sin and choose to disobey Him, so Jesus’ 
life, crucifixion, and resurrection was not part of an afterthought.  Instead, 
because God knows everything, that was in His plans from the beginning.  
We see this when He blessed Abraham and let him know he would be a 
blessing to others; this was setting the stage for Israel and for Jesus, the 
Messiah, to come and die on the cross for the sins of the world. 

When Jesus died on the cross He died for all the sins in the past and in 
the future.  He died for the sins of Moses, Elijah, Paul, Peter, me, you, and 
anyone who came before or who comes after us.  Thankfully, Jesus’ offer 
of salvation is to any and all who would receive it.  It is for Jews, Muslims, 
white, black, child, adult, anyone who would call on the name of the Lord.

Take some time today and thank God that He sent His Son Jesus to pay for 
our sins.  Thank Him that His plan is elaborate and that it goes back even 
before time.  Thank God for your salvation and what He has been and is 
doing in your life right now.
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Day 5

First Read Micah 5:4-5

Hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, Micah wrote about the coming Mes-
siah, speaking of an elaborate and miraculous plan.  Notice the beginning 
of verse 4, “and He shall stand and feed His flock in the strength of the 
Lord.”  God provides for us both physically and spiritually.  He feeds us and 
guides us.  Remember the first verses of Psalm 23?

The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not want.

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

The Lord is a good God and He gives us what we need, not necessarily what 
we want.  As we know, needs and wants can sometimes be very differ-
ent.  Note, though, the end of verse 4 in today’s reading, “And they shall 
abide.”  How are we fed (spiritually)?  By abiding in Him.  When I think of 
the word “abide,” I get a picture of what we do to get ready to send out a 
letter.  After writing the letter, we fold it up and put it inside the envelope.  
The letter is “abiding” in the envelope.  It is surrounded by the envelope, 
covered by the envelope; wherever the envelope goes, so does the letter.  
We should be like that, because that is the picture of abiding, being in Jesus 
all the time.
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WEEK 43 THE ASCENSION -------------------------------------Dennis Watson

The book of Acts is the account of the huge transition from the life of 
Jesus on earth to the spread of the gospel message of Jesus through-
out the earth.  The small band of followers had grown to 120.  They had 
experienced the ups and downs of faith that it seems all believers expe-
rience.  Jesus had prepared them and was now about to empower them 
for the task of taking His message to the world.  The followers had to wait 
for the promised Holy Spirit to come and when He came, the world was 
changed forever.  More importantly, the eternal destiny of billions has been 
changed!  Dig in this week as the gospel message explodes onto the world 
scene.

DAY 1

First Read Acts 1:1-5

Get ready, get set…go!  For three years the disciples had been with Jesus.  
They had seen miraculous things and seen Jesus lead and challenge them.  
He had been rejected, even by His own.  They watched as He was mocked 
and crucified.  After He was raised from the dead they saw Him on several 
occasions.  They heard His departing words to take the message of the 
gospel to the whole world and make disciples.  He was with the people for 
forty days after His resurrection.  He had gotten His followers as ready as 
they could be.  Now, He told them to wait in Jerusalem until He sent His 
Holy Spirit to empower them for the task He had given—to go to the world 
and make disciples.  They were ready, but not yet set.  The setting was to 
wait for the power.  Ten days later, after Jesus ascended, the Holy Spirit 
came.  They had been readied, now they were set.  The book of Acts is the 
“go” part.  They sputtered a bit, but the church was off to a booming start.

Luke had written his first volume to a man named Theophilus and then 
wrote a follow up volume to tell him what took place after Jesus was 
crucified and resurrected.  In volume two, also known as Acts, Luke began 
where the four gospels ended—with the resurrection.  Probably one of 
the best known events of all of history is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
He demonstrated that He was really alive.  He ate with His disciples.  He 
showed Himself,  even His scars, to them.  He continued to teach them and 
work miracles in their presence.  

Of course the resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of all of the biblical 
historical events.  Now that He had resurrected and ascended back to the 
Father’s side in heaven, He was going to send the Holy Spirit to inhabit and 
empower His followers, enabling them to complete the task of seeking and 
saving the lost. 
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When Jesus gives us a task He gives the means to accomplish that task.  In 
this case, the means was His Holy Spirit.  They waited in obedience.  And 
now, as Paul Harvey would say, we see “the rest of the story.”

We are blessed to be the recipients of the work of waiting and surrender-
ing on the part of that little band of followers.  Let us be equally obedient 
so that future generations will likewise be blessed by our waiting and 
surrendering.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 1:6-8

Luke recorded that the disciples gathered with Jesus and asked Him a ques-
tion before He ascended to heaven.  The question is ageless and unchang-
ing—“When?”  When will You restore the kingdom?  This was the question 
about the summit of Jesus’ ministry.  They wanted to know whether He 
would now restore the kingdom of Israel.  They wanted the political up-
heaval that would defeat Roman rule and exalt Israel’s rule and kingdom.  
They were guilty of small thinking.  Like us, they wanted Jesus to fix their 
little corner of the world.  Many times, for purely selfish reasons, I have 
wanted Jesus to come and take the church out of the world and establish 
His kingdom.  That is small-minded thinking.  Jesus came for something 
much larger and far-reaching than that.  That is what He told them in this 
passage today.  He gave them a short answer that said, in my own words, 
“That is not for you to know.  But soon you will be given power to get with 
the task of being my witnesses to the whole world.”  He was seeking to 
lead them beyond small-minded, selfish thinking to others-thinking and 
kingdom focus.

I have to confess I am often guilty of small-minded, selfish thinking.  I want 
Jesus to come and get me out of this crazy world.  I want Him to come 
and establish His eternal, righteous reign.  In thinking that way, excuse my 
language, it is as if we are saying, “To hell with everyone else, come take 
care of me.”  The longing is there.  I long for His appearing.  However, we all 
must remember that God is patient, “Not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)

Jesus shaped a vision in the minds of His disciples, a vision of the whole 
world, starting right where they were in Jerusalem, becoming disciples of 
Jesus.  He had to transform their small-minded thinking into a vision far 
beyond themselves and their own little piece of real estate. 
 
This is what we need.  We need a vision of all people having an opportunity 
to come to know Jesus personally and to become His disciple-followers.  
Jesus wanted His disciples to grasp the fact that a disciple of His was a 
disciple-maker.

Think about it—you are, as His disciple, a disciple-maker.
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Day 3

First Read Acts 1:9-11

What must that have been like?  Jesus was speaking to His disciples, 
instructing them to wait in Jerusalem for Him to send the Holy Spirit to 
equip, enable and empower them for the task He had given them.  Sud-
denly, He was “hoisted away,” in the literal wording.  It was the word for 
hoisting a sail on a boat.  They watched as He was suddenly hoisted away 
and a cloud took Him. That had to have been an amazing experience.   They 
must have had mixed feelings.  It was certainly a special moment, but He 
was gone.  The past three years must have flashed through their minds as 
they stood gazing up into heaven.  Yet, it was necessary for Him to leave, 
because in leaving He had told them that He would send the “Helper.”  This 
“Helper” was the Holy Spirit.

Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for 
if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will 
send Him to you.  John 16:7 (NKJV) 

He was not just randomly leaving them; He was leaving them for a purpose.  
He had been with them for three years and now it was time to send His 
Spirit to be with them to give them what they needed for the mission.  Of 
course, we also know that Jesus is in heaven as our High Priest (Hebrews 
4:14-16).  He is interceding for us (Romans 8:34).  He had not abandoned 
them.  He was departing for a higher purpose.

They were perhaps “ready.”  They were preparing to get “set.”  There 
were two angels that appeared to them as they watched Jesus taken up 
and away from them.  They had a message for them that was part of their 
preparation to go and get about the mission.  Their message was to stop 
gazing into heaven.  They told them that just as Jesus was taken into heav-
en He would return the same way.

Are you anticipating and expecting His return?  We know that He will 
return the same way He left, in a cloud.  We are not sure if this refers to His 
coming for the church or His final coming at the end of the age.  Regard-
less, Jesus is coming again.  There is nothing that has to happen first.  He 
could come at any moment; even before you finish reading this sentence.  I 
do long for His appearing, in His time.
  
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also 
to all who have longed for his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:8 (NIV) 

Do you long for His appearing?
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Day 4

First Read Acts 1:12-14

It was the Sabbath when the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the 
Mount of Olives.  Since it was the Sabbath they were allowed to travel less 
than a mile in distance, so it was a short trip.  Jerusalem was crowded with 
people coming for the celebration of Pentecost.  The people were staying 
in or around Jerusalem.  Jesus had given them His plan—stay in Jerusalem 
until the Holy Spirit comes and then you will be empowered and equipped 
to be witnesses in the whole world.  It was time to move forward.  The 
events of the past were in the past.  There had been Peter’s failure and Ju-
das’ death.  Jesus’ brothers had not believed He was the Messiah, but after 
the resurrection they believed.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, was there along 
with other women and the eleven remaining disciples.

Oftentimes we get stuck in the past due to hurt or a failure and it does 
not seem possible to move forward.  Jesus had taught and prepared His 
disciples for the next phase of His ministry in the world.  There is, for all 
of us, a need to move forward.  In order to do this, we must abstain from 
clinging to the past—the failures, successes, hurt, accomplishments, and 
disappointments.  Now is the time to move forward.  When is the now in 
which we are to move forward?  Every day!  This group had a task.  It was 
a task they could not do alone, so the Lord sent His Spirit to empower and 
equip them.

The next step for them was to pray and wait.  They gathered together in an 
upstairs room.  It was the eleven remaining disciples, the women, Jesus’ 
mother Mary, and His brothers.  There were 120 people gathered, united 
in prayer, and waiting for the promise He had given—His Holy Spirit.  They 
probably felt powerless, but were anticipating the coming power.  That 
must have contributed to the unity and humility of their prayers.  They 
were waiting on Him to send the power.  I heard someone say once that 
they were waiting on Him to empower.  Now, He is waiting on us to obey in 
the mission.

Let’s pray that we will get about the task He has prepared and equipped us 
for.  May He not be waiting on us to obey!
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Day 5

First Read Zechariah 12:10-11

The Lord has dealt very graciously with you and me.  Are you aware of 
that?  I am assuming, if you are reading this, that at some point in your life 
the Holy Spirit of God convicted you of your sin and convinced you that you 
needed a Savior.  However, these passages today are dealing with God’s 
chosen people, the Jews.  He is speaking of the “house of David” and “the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.”  In addition to us, the Jews will be the objects 
of the outpouring of the divine “Spirit of grace and supplication.”  The 
Lord God through His grace will enable them to look on Him, “whom they 
pierced.”  They will be broken and convicted of their sin and will mourn and 
grieve.  In other words, they will recognize Jesus as the Messiah of God, 
their Savior, and many will turn to Him.  

In his gospel, John wrote of the soldiers piercing Jesus’ side.  The passage 
in John 19:37 quotes Zechariah 12:10, connecting the event of the soldiers 
piercing Jesus’ side to the prophecy of Zechariah.   Although the people 
crucified Jesus, God poured out His grace on them.  This outpouring makes 
people aware of who Jesus is and their need for Him, leading to a change 
of heart and a crying out for mercy.

For all who come to believe in the reality of Jesus mourn His crucifixion and 
the brutal treatment He received.  We do mourn, but we also rejoice as we 
turn to God and cry out for mercy.  That is how all people who come to Him 
arrive at salvation.  That is what the gospel is all about.  It is about the good 
news that Jesus was crucified, pierced, and put to death to bring forgive-
ness of sin.

Jesus was put on the cross because of sin—the sin of all people.  We were 
not there when He was crucified but He died because of our sin, too, not 
just for the sins of the ones who were there and did the actual deed in the 
historical setting.  It was as though we were there participating, as well.

Give thanks to the Lord God for the salvation He offers to all through the 
death of Jesus Christ.
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WEEK 44 PENTECOST -----------------------------------------------Chris Watson

We are helpless and hopeless without the Spirit of God; we are absolutely 
dependent on the Lord to move.  Many believers and churches try to carry 
out “God’s work” on their own and often wonder why they feel like they 
are spinning their wheels.  Only the Spirit can do the work in our lives and 
in the lives of others.  As you read through the devotions this week, ask 
whether you are depending on yourself or on the Holy Spirit.

Day 1

First Read Acts 1:15-26

Psalm 41:9 and Psalm 55 are clear prophecies concerning Judas that are 
spoken of in Acts 1:16 and Acts 1:20, so as Peter stood up to address the 
crowd, they would have clearly known what he was talking about.  He 
also gave a little more information concerning Judas and his betrayal that 
led up to Matthias taking Judas’ spot (Psalm 69:25).  How did they choose 
Matthias?

“It will be observed that the brethren did not themselves select Matthias; 
but, having first appointed two persons between whom the choice should 
be made, they prayed the Lord to show which one he had chosen, and 
then cast lots, understanding that the one upon whom the lot fell was the 
Lord's choice. The reason that they did not make the selection themselves 
was evidently because they thought proper that the Lord, who had chosen 
Judas, should also choose his successor. If it be inquired why, then, they 
ventured to confine the Lord's choice to these two, the most plausible 
answer is that suggested by Dr. Alexander, that, after careful examination 
of the parties present, they were the only two who possessed the qualifica-
tions named by Peter. Whether the selection of these two was made by the 
body of disciples, or by the apostles alone, it is unimportant to determine. 
The case does not, as many have supposed, furnish a precedent on the 
subject of popular election of church officers; for the selection of the two 
persons between whom an election was to be made, was not the election 
itself; and when the election took place, it was made by the Lord, and not 
by the disciples or the apostles. One of them cast or drew the lots, but the 
Lord determined on whom the lot should fall.”3  

The disciples did not carry out this process alone; they sought the Lord.  
They realized that they did not want to get this wrong and they needed 
God’s direction.  In what do you need God’s direction?  Are you trying to 
make a decision on your own?  How do you make decisions?  Do you first 
make a choice and ask the Lord to bless it, or pray about it and ask 
__________________________________________________
3 A Commentary on Acts of Apostles, with a Revised Version of the Text
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God to guide your steps?  The latter is obviously what God wants.  So in 
making any choice, seek God’s counsel, ask what He desires and what His 
plans are.  After all, He knows best.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 2:1-6

“Pentecost means ‘fiftieth’ because this feast was held fifty days after the 
Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:15-22). The calendar of Jewish feasts in Leviticus 
23 is an outline of the work of Jesus Christ.  Passover pictures His death as 
the Lamb of God (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7), and the Feast of Firstfruits pictures 
His resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20-23). Fifty days after Firstfruits 
is the Feast of Pentecost, which pictures the formation of the church.  
At Pentecost, the Jews celebrated the giving of the Law, but Christians 
celebrate it because of the giving of the Holy Spirit to the church.  Now, 
if Pentecost was fifty days later—seven weeks plus one day—then Pente-
cost also took place on the first day of the week.  Christians assemble and 
worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, because on that day our Lord 
arose from the dead, but it was also the day on which the Holy Spirit was 
given to the church.”4 

The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.  God was obviously at work in the Old 
Testament and up until this time in history, but at this particular point the 
Holy Spirit was poured out.  One commentator notes while the Holy Spirit 
still works and is given to us, this was a very special time.  The Holy Spirit’s 
coming meant that God’s Spirit now dwelt among followers of Jesus; it 
would not be temporary (John 14:16-17).  The Spirit could not have arrived 
earlier, as it was essential that Jesus first come into the world, die, be bur-
ied, rise again, and ascend before this took place.

Notice, though, that in verse four we read, “they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.”  So anything that happened after that, if they were indeed 
yielding to the Holy Spirit, was because of the Spirit’s work, not due to that 
of the people.  Today we often try to make things happen, draw attention 
to ourselves, see what we can do, and try to get the glory for it.  But God 
won’t share His glory; He just won’t do it.  When God works and speaks it’s 
always for His glory, never for any glory of our own.  Could it be, some-
times, that while we desire to be under the control of the Holy Spirit, we 
are also seeking glory or have a sense of pride in ourselves, quenching the 
Holy Spirit?  Ask God today to rid you of yourself and fill you completely 
with Him, so that only He will shine through.  Just imagine if it could be 
said of your family, workplace, and Church, “they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit.”  What would happen if everyone yielded themselves to the Spirit?  
Just think how God could use those that are not only filled but yielded to 
His Spirit.  

___________________
4 Warren Wiersbe, BE Series 
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Day 3

First Read Numbers 28: 26-31

Today we return to the Old Testament to help us look at Jesus.  God gave 
the people specific instructions through Moses for making offerings and 
sacrifices.  Although at this time of the New Testament Pentecost no offer-
ing or sacrifices were required.  The Lamb of God, the ultimate sacrifice, 
had taken care of the sins of the world and there would never be another 
need for another sacrifice.

Numbers 28:31 of our passage today tells us that the offerings were to be 
without blemish.  This obviously was what God desired from them, but it 
also specifically pointed to Jesus, because Jesus would be without blem-
ish (sin), the perfect sacrifice.  God always knew that Jesus would be the 
ultimate sacrifice and that His plan would prevail.  Jesus died, not just for 
some, but for all of the sins we would ever commit.

Have you ever taken the time to simply express your love and thanks to 
God for the gift of salvation?  This is not thanking God for His blessings, 
making requests, or praying for someone else, but taking the time just to 
be thankful for your salvation through His death on the cross!  Use this 
space below to write out a prayer to the Lord for His salvation that was 
made possible through Jesus:

Now think and pray through how you can live your life based on your 
thankfulness today for what Jesus has done for you!
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Day 4

First Read Acts 2:7-12 

Warren Wiersbe notes that the believers were praising God, not preach-
ing the Gospel, and that they used known languages, not an "unknown 
tongue" (Acts 2:6, 8).  Luke named fifteen different geographical locations 
and clearly stated that the citizens of those places heard Peter and the 
others declare God's wonderful works in languages they could understand. 
The Greek word translated "language" in Acts 2:6 and "tongue" in Acts 2:8 
is dialektos and refers to a language or dialect of some country or district 
(Acts 21:40; 22:2; 26:14). Unless we are instructed otherwise in Scripture, 
we must assume that when "speaking in tongues" is mentioned elsewhere 
in Acts or in 1 Corinthians that it refers to an identical experience:  believ-
ers praising God in the Spirit in languages that are known. 

Why did God do this?  For one thing, Pentecost was a reversal of the 
judgment at the Tower of Babel when God confused man's language (Gen. 
11:1-9).  God's judgment at Babel scattered the people, but God's bless-
ing at Pentecost united the believers in the Spirit.  At Babel, the people 
were unable to understand each other, but at Pentecost, men heard God's 
praises and understood what was said.  The Tower of Babel was a scheme 
designed to praise men and make a name for men, but Pentecost brought 
praise to God.  The building of Babel was an act of rebellion, but Pentecost 
was a ministry of humble submission to God.  What a contrast!

Another reason for this gift of tongues was to let the people know that the 
Gospel was for the whole world.  God wants to speak to every person in 
his or her own language and give the saving message of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. The emphasis in the Book of Acts is on worldwide evangelization, 
“unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  “The Spirit of Christ is 
the spirit of missions,” said Henry Martyn, “and the nearer we get to Him, 
the more intensely missionary we must become.”

Thank God for the work of the Holy Spirit and realize our true dependency 
on Him.  Are you drawing nearer to God daily?  Spread the gospel to your 
family, your friends, and your co-workers, for we all need Jesus. 
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Day 5

First Read Ezekiel 36:24-28

This prophecy was fulfilled mainly in the restoration from Babylon, but will 
ultimately be fulfilled in the restoration from all other countries.  Remem-
ber, Israel is God’s chosen people.  Ezekiel 36:27 of today’s passages says “I 
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes, and you 
will keep My judgments and do them.”  While this passage mainly is spoken 
to and about Israel, it also applies to us as believers.

Verse 25 talks about the cleansing.  Jesus died for our sins on the cross.  
We were cleansed or forgiven for our sins when we put our faith in Jesus, 
the ultimate sacrifice.  Verse 26 reminds us that when we put our faith in 
Jesus we are given the Holy Spirit and a new heart.  Think about that for a 
minute.  We give Jesus our sin and ourselves and, in exchange, He gives us 
new hearts and His Spirit.  What an exchange!  As we read in verse 27, God 
gives us His Spirit so we can walk with Him and obey Him.

If you have ever heard someone “tune” a guitar, you have heard them try 
and get just the right sound to come out for each chord.  The reason for 
this, of course, is so that when a song is played it sounds complete and 
together.  Each chord is tuned differently, but they are all in tune so that 
when played correctly together, beautiful music comes out.  We need to be 
so in tune with the Holy Spirit that when God speaks and works in us, His 
“music” comes out and does what only He can do.  Are you in tune with 
the Holy Spirit?  Does God need to do some major or minor tuning in you?  
Though it may be painful at the time, it is worth it.  Remember, He wants to 
grow and use you for His glory.
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WEEK 45 PETER & THE PROPHET JOEL ---------------Dennis Watson

Jesus had been diligent to prepare Peter for what He had in mind for Peter 
at the inception of His church.  On the Day of Pentecost Peter preached the 
first gospel message and three thousand people were saved.  He spoke of 
Old Testament prophecies that were fulfilled in Jesus.  This is an exciting 
transition continuing as the Holy Spirit comes upon the people, and the 
church is empowered for the mission.  What an exciting week of Scripture!

Day 1

First Read Acts 2:13-20

Peter had been personally prepared for this day by Jesus.  Peter had made 
the great confession of Jesus as The Christ.  Right after that confession, 
he sought to correct Jesus when He spoke of His death and resurrection.  
Peter had denied Jesus just before the crucifixion.  Jesus went to great 
lengths to restore Peter after a great and miraculous catch of fish following 
the resurrection.  So Peter was prepared for this.  The Holy Spirit had come 
upon the small band of followers and Peter was filled with the Spirit.  In 
response to the accusation that the people were drunk because of all of 
the excitement, Peter began to preach and tell what had just taken place.  
He did this by referring to two Old Testament prophecies.

The first prophecy Peter used was from Joel 2:28-32.  It is the clearest pas-
sage in the Old Testament that deals with the promise of the Holy Spirit.  In 
the Hebrew Bible these verses make up a separate chapter.  In this passage, 
the promise of the Holy Spirit is followed by end-time prophecy.  The entire 
prophecy of Joel was not fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost, but the proph-
ecy in Joel did include that which they had just seen happen—the coming 
of the Holy Spirit.  It was the start to Joel’s prophecy being fulfilled and the 
rest will happen at the very end of history as we know it. 
 
Peter was led by the Spirit to see in the prophecy an application to the 
church.  He is saying that the Spirit Joel wrote about was with them that 
day.  In the Old Testament the Spirit was given to only a few select people, 
but now He was given to many.  These 120 Jews, men and women, received 
the very same Spirit who had empowered Moses, David, and the prophets.  
A new day had come.  Something totally new was upon them.  This was 
the beginning of the last days, the beginning of the church, empowered by 
God’s Holy Spirit.   Pentecost began what Joel had described. However, the 
prophecies of Joel quoted in Acts 2:19-20 were not yet fulfilled. They had 
only begun.

Almighty God had finished the work of redemption and salvation.  Now the 
work of taking the message of redemption and salvation to the whole 
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world had begun.  He provided the redemption, salvation, and, now, the 
power.

Thank God for His empowering Holy Spirit!
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Day 2

First Read Acts 2:21

Peter explained that this was the beginning.  We now know, with the 
advantage of hindsight, that this was the beginning of Jesus’ body—the 
Church. The Church was birthed into existence by the power of God and 
the empowerment of His Spirit.  Peter connected the event on the Day of 
Pentecost with the prophecy of Joel.  But then he gave us a new word, also 
from Joel, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Is this 
an oversimplification?  Peter quoted from Joel 2:32.  Paul quoted the same 
verse from Joel in Romans 10:13.  I don’t think it is an oversimplification; 
rather, it is the gospel simply stated.  The thief called on Jesus.  Jesus told 
him that he would be with Him in paradise that very day.  Peter cried out to 
Jesus and Jesus saved Peter from drowning.  

Some are concerned about “easy believism.” Is it easy?  Yes!  Some are 
concerned about cheapening the gospel message.  The gospel is not cheap.  
The gospel is extravagant!  It was bought and paid for by the blood of the 
only begotten Son of God.  It cost Him everything.  It costs us nothing.  As 
the old hymn says, “Jesus paid it all.”  

This is the extravagant love of God with no strings attached.  Not exactly 
how we do things, is it?  Simply put, any and all who call on the wonderful 
name of the Lord revealed in the person and work of Jesus Christ will be 
saved!  Have you called on Him?  If not, why not cry out to Jesus for salva-
tion right now?
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Day 3

First Read Acts 2:22-24

As Peter continued his sermon he gave a two-pointed reason behind what 
happened to Jesus.  He noted that Jesus had been confirmed by God who 
had sent Him with miracles, wonders, and signs.  The word “attested” 
means to show off.  It is not the showing off that we do, but a showing off 
that declares real power and authority.  Then, Peter gave the two reasons 
Jesus was put to death, though really there was only one. 
 
The one overarching reason for the death of Jesus on the cross was “the 
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God.”  That settles it all.  It was 
not man’s decision at all, but God’s decision from before time began.  God 
knew it all beforehand.  He not only knew it, but He purposed it.  The word 
“foreknowledge” is the word “prognósis” from which we get our word 
“prognosis.”  God knew the sinful condition of man, so He determined from 
before time to treat the sin.  The condition of man was sinful and God’s 
prognosis was to send Jesus to deal with it through His death.

The other reason for His death was sinful man.  The problem was sin and 
that sin, by God’s design, put Jesus on the cross.  So, who was guilty of 
putting Him on the cross?  Peter says, “Him you have taken by lawless 
hands, have crucified, and put to death.”  The ‘you’ was the Jewish religious 
leaders.  The ‘you’ was the Roman authorities.  The ‘you’ was the Roman 
soldiers.  The ‘you’ was you and me.  All sinners put Jesus on the cross.  It 
was as if we were there participating in the shouts to “crucify Him.”  It was 
as though we were there shouting obscenities at Him.  It was as if we were 
there gambling for His clothes.  It was as though we were there driving the 
nails in His hands and feet and piercing His side.  Guilty!  When man was at 
his worst, God accomplished our best.

There is an old song that ways, “Were you there when they crucified our 
Lord?”  The answer is, “Yes!”  We were all there.  We did it, but God did it 
first because of His grace, mercy, and love toward us.  Give thanks to Him 
for taking our worst and making it our best!
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Day 4

First Read Acts 2:25-32

In his sermon, Peter used at least two Old Testament prophecies as his text.  
We have already looked at the passage in Joel 2.  Now we see that Peter 
also quoted from David in Psalm 16.  This is a passage we may not have 
fully understood unless Peter gave this commentary in his sermon.  Acts 
2:24 closes with Peter saying that God raised Jesus up because it was not 
possible that He could be held by death.  Then, considering his Jewish lis-
teners, he once again delved back into their scriptures, quoting from David 
in Psalms.
  
As Peter preached he was directed by the Holy Spirit who had just come 
upon the believers.  He had come because Jesus had promised that He 
would come and teach and remind them of Truth.  Now Peter, who was full 
of the Holy Spirit, was prompted by the Spirit to use Psalm 16.  Peter could 
probably point to Mount Zion from where he was standing.  Mount Zion 
was where David had been buried, so he could direct their attention to 
David’s Psalm that spoke of the resurrection and tell them that David died 
and was still buried there, so it was obvious that David was not referring 
to himself in Psalm 16.  Peter said that David was talking about Jesus and 
His resurrection.  Peter, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in regard 
to his Jewish listeners, told them in no uncertain terms that David was 
speaking prophetically of Jesus.  Now Peter asserted that this was what had 
taken place.  This was what allowed the people to be empowered by the 
Spirit.  This Jesus, who was crucified, dead, and buried, had been raised up 
by the power of God.  It was an event prophesied by their own scriptures.  
He was confirming that it had been prophesied.  Now, we have seen it, too.

The first sermon preached in the church age was an Easter sermon.  The 
resurrection is what our faith is all about!  For there to have been a res-
urrection, there had to be a death.  Give thanks for His death and the fact 
that He is alive.  We serve a risen Savior!
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Day 5

Isaiah 49:7-13

We saw yesterday in Psalm 16 that David wrote about Jesus and His resur-
rection.  He used the name “Holy One.” Peter then applied that to Jesus.  
The name “Holy One” is used in 29 different verses in the book of Isaiah.  
We now know we could insert Jesus’ name each time that name is used.  
Jesus is the Holy One.  On the last day of each week we look at one of the 
Old Testament Prophets or a Psalm to see Jesus.  Today we see that Isaiah 
spoke of Jesus, the Holy One who saves.

In today’s passage we see that Jesus, the Holy One, would once again be re-
jected.  But we also see that He would be the basis of salvation.  He helps, 
preserves, and restores the earth.  For Israel, He provided their heritage.  
He sets prisoners free.  He causes those in darkness to be brought into the 
light.  Hunger and thirst will be eliminated.  These words should make us 
think of Psalm 23, in which the shepherd is shown to guide his sheep by 
springs of water.  In all of this, there is to be celebration and worship. 
 
As gentiles, we have been grafted into God’s kingdom.  This inestimable 
blessing should cause us to rejoice and celebrate.  But, according to this 
and other passages in the Bible, He is not finished with Israel.  They will 
come to Him and surrender to Him and there will be great worship.  Jesus, 
the Holy One, will be confirmed to them as their true Savior.  There is much 
to enjoy now and to anticipate as God finishes what He has started.

Keep your eyes open.  Enjoy the unfolding of what the Holy One is doing 
and is going to do.
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WEEK 46 NEW BELIEVERS ---------------------------------Chris Watson

The early Church often saw many believers come to Jesus.  As we will see 
over the next few weeks, sometimes thousands came and placed their faith 
in Jesus.  It wasn’t anything that any human was doing; rather, God was 
speaking through humans as they were sensitive to the Holy Spirit.  I want 
to be so in tune with the Spirit that God uses me often to share the gospel.  
Whether they believe or trust in Jesus is up to God but I want to be an 
instrument that is used by Him.  What about you?

Day 1

First Read Acts 2:36-39

Peter had just delivered a very heartfelt, powerful, and convicting sermon.  
He came to the end of the sermon, if you will, and said, “Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified both Lord and Christ.”  (Verse 36) We get the picture that 
they were intently listening to Peter’s sermon, hanging on every word.  The 
more he preached, the stronger the conviction grew in the hearts of his 
listeners.  He delivered the final blow when he told them they crucified 
the Christ, the Lord of all.  Can you imagine what went through their minds 
when they heard this?  I am sure it took time to really penetrate, but they 
understood it enough that they were distraught; Scripture says they were 
cut to the heart.  They asked what they could do, because they realized 
they put Jesus on the cross, some of them physically, but they all under-
stood that their sin had caused His death and they wanted to know what 
they needed to do to make it right.

Peter responded to them with the same invitation that has been given to 
us; we are to share this invitation with others.  When anyone realizes they 
have sinned (against God) and their sin separates them from God (God can-
not look on sin), they realize something must be done about it. One must 
repent, that is to turn from their sin to God, believing that He died for their 
sins, putting their hope in Him.  Peter went on to tell them, “Be baptized.”  
Some say that you must be baptized to be saved.  However, taking the 
whole context of scripture, that is not what Peter was saying at all. Warren 
Wiersbe says, “It is unfortunate that the translation of Acts 2:38 in the King 
James Version suggests that people must be baptized in order to be saved, 
because this is not what the Bible teaches. The Greek word eis (which is 
translated "for" in the phrase "for the remission of sins") can mean "on ac-
count of” or "on the basis of."  John the Baptist baptized on the basis that 
people had repented of their sins (Matthew 3:11).  Acts 2:38 should not be 
used to teach salvation by baptism. If baptism is essential for salvation, it 
seems strange that Peter
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said nothing about baptism in his other sermons (Acts 3:12-26; 5:29-32; 
10:34-43). In fact, the people in the home of Cornelius received the Holy 
Spirit before they were baptized! (Acts 10:44-48) Since believers are com-
manded to be baptized, it is important that we have a clean conscience 
by obeying (1 Peter 3:21), but we must not think that baptism is a part of 
salvation.  If so, then nobody in Hebrews 11 was saved because none of 
them was ever baptized.”

In order to be saved I must repent and believe, exactly what Peter taught.  
If I have repented and believed then I will be obedient and follow the Lord 
in baptism.   What about you?  Have you repented and believed?  If not, 
why not today?  Call on the Lord to save you from your sins.  If you have 
been saved, have you been baptized?  If not, confess your disobedience 
and take care of the baptism as soon as possible.  Thank the Lord for His 
grace and love. Although we put Jesus on the cross, He is able and will save 
us.  This is incredible grace and love.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 2:40-41

Do you recall that there were about 120 people who waited for the prom-
ised Holy Spirit?  However, after the Holy Spirit came and Peter preached, 
3000 people were saved and followed Jesus.  Jesus told His disciples  “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do 
also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” 
John 14:12

Jesus had sent the Holy Spirit and, obviously, at Peter’s sermon the Holy 
Spirit was moving.  Now it wasn’t Peter or his sermon that saved anyone or 
drew people to Jesus, but God used Peter and His sermon to draw people 
to salvation.  Peter and the others could only be used by God because the 
Holy Spirit allowed it.  Peter and the others were vessels or willing follow-
ers of Jesus that God used to carry out the work of the Holy Spirit.  Just 
think, because of Peter’s obedience and the Holy Spirit working, 3000 were 
saved that day.

How might the Holy Spirit want to work through you?  Again, God desires 
to do great things in and through us for His glory, most importantly to see 
lost people become followers of Jesus Christ (John 14:12).  The Holy Spirit 
wants and desires to work through us just like He did Peter; we must be 
willing and available.  You probably won’t ever preach to a crowd of over 
3,000 people, but that’s not the point.  Rather, who can you influence right 
now?  Who can you share the love of God with at your home, work, school 
and ball field?  Who needs to hear the gospel?  Who needs to hear the 
truth?  The good news is that God does the drawing and the work, while He 
uses us to share the gospel.  So, today, who will you show Jesus to?  Today, 
who will you share the gospel with? 
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Day 3

First Read Acts 2:42-45

The verses that we read today and tomorrow are a result of the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit.  Reread verse 42.  Note it says they continued steadfastly 
(continually) in:

-The apostle’s doctrine – This is the doctrine that was given by Jesus, the 
truth of the gospel.  It was understood that salvation was by God alone, 
that only God was to be glorified, and that the gospel was to be spread to 
others.

-Fellowship – This creates the picture that believers loved to be with other 
believers; they enjoyed the fellowship of each other, but especially the 
oneness that they shared in their belief and need of Jesus.  This conveys 
what we see in verse 45 and that is that their fellowship included meeting 
each other’s needs.  This is a vital practice of the local church; we do this at 
Harp’s, mainly through our Sunday school classes, which is one reason it is 
so important to be connected to a class. Not only does fellowship and one-
ness happen, but so does meeting the needs of others, especially during 
difficult times.

-Breaking of bread – As Wiersbe points out, this probably refers both to 
regular meals and enjoying the Lord’s Supper with each other, as they were 
reminded of His provision and direction.

-Prayers – Prayer is conversation with God that involves both speaking and 
listening.  As believers we need to pray individually, but also pray corpo-
rately with God’s people.  Who are you praying for?  Who is praying for 
you?  How might God want to begin a passion for prayer in you?

Our passage today ends with the words, “as anyone had need.”  In other 
words, the Church sought to meet the needs of others.  Again, this is just 
one of the reasons we need a church body.  We all have needs, some that 
can only be met by God, and yet God also uses His Church to meet needs.  
How might God use you to meet the needs of others?
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Day 4

First Read Acts 2:46-47

This was the great picture of the New Testament Church.  They shared to-
gether, laughed together, ate together, shared the Lord's Supper together, 
and Scripture tells us they did it with both gladness and simplicity of heart.  
This tells us they were not doing it because they had to or because some-
one was forcing them to do so, but rather it was what they wanted to do.  
Christ's love compelled them.

In addition, they were constantly praising God, because of what He had 
done for them.  The Scripture tells us they had favor with all people.  The 
culmination of all of this was that the Lord was constantly adding to the 
number of those being saved.  Note that salvation and the Church working 
together and loving God only happened because of what God was doing; 
the people were simply surrendering to Him.

This is truly a beautiful picture.  This was God's Church loving on each 
other, meeting the needs of others, all while seeing other people come 
to know Jesus.  Obviously, others began to see the changes in those who 
followed Jesus and we can be sure they were sharing the reason for these 
changes.  Because of this, people were coming to know Jesus.  The love 
they had was showing in action and the people were sharing the message 
with those who didn't know Jesus.

What about us?  Is this what our church looks like?  Are we breaking bread 
together, meeting each other’s needs, and doing so with gladness of heart?  
I think at times we are.  The other question is, are we seeing people being 
added "daily" to God's Kingdom?  That is, is our life exemplifying Christ 
and are we using our words to share the gospel with those that are lost?  
Imagine if we did both everywhere we went.  Imagine what God might do 
through our actions and our words, if we spoke His name at all times.  How 
does God want to use us as vessels to proclaim His love and truth, so that 
many will be added "daily" to God's Kingdom?
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 35:4-7

This week we have been reading of the Holy Spirit coming on the people 
leading to the beginning of the New Testament Church. Isn't it exciting to 
think that something so powerful that began over 2,000 years ago contin-
ues today?  Not only that it continues today, but that you and I are a part 
of this miracle known as the Church?  That is incredible to me!  Jesus’ Spirit 
did some incredible things in the beginning of the Church and, praise the 
Lord, He still does such things today.

Our passage today points to a time in the future where Jesus will return 
again.  It tells us that God will come and save us.  God has already saved 
us through Jesus’ death and resurrection, but we will eventually spend 
eternity with the Lord in a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21).  
One day there will be no more pain and no more sorrow.  There will be no 
more struggles and no more difficulties.  God will take care of all of this and 
we will spend eternity with Him.  Now, it’s hard to imagine what that would 
be like, because it will be so different than what we experience now.  Just 
think, there will be no need for hospitals, policemen, lawyers, or preachers, 
for that matter.  

Take some time today to thank God for what He has already done in your 
life and what He will do in the future.  Thank Him for what the future holds, 
especially eternity with Him.  As you pray through this, ask the Lord to 
show you who needs Him, so that they can join Him in eternity.  Someone 
shared with you, who do you need to share with?
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WEEK 47 THE LAME BEGGER WALKS -----------------Dennis Watson

The emphasis in the passages this week is the name of the Lord Jesus.  It 
is through the power of His name that the lame man is made to walk.  It is 
His name that is the power behind the message Peter preaches after the 
lame man is healed.  When Peter, John and the lame man were taken into 
custody they were questioned by what name they had done this.  Then 
they were told by those in authority not to speak anymore in His name.  
Remember, the name of Jesus is the name that is above every name!

Day 1

First Read Acts 3:1-8

The fledgling church was off to a booming start.  The Holy Spirit had come 
and the people were empowered.  Peter preached and thousands came to 
salvation through Jesus Christ.  Now the first occasion of persecution was 
about to come.  Peter and John continued, as did all the early believers, 
to go to the temple.  Remember that at this point all of the new believers 
were Jewish.  As they came to one of the gates of the temple area they 
encountered a man who had been lame and unable to walk since birth.  He 
appealed to them for alms.  In those days, people in his condition could 
do nothing but beg for alms.  As Peter and John approached the man, he 
anticipated that they would give him some money.  Peter said, “Silver and 
gold I do not have but what I do, I give you:  in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” Acts 3:6  The man was immediately healed.  
He was not only walking, but he was leaping and praising God.  There was 
no keeping him down or quiet.

A new break through!  A door swung open.  This was not simply a case of a 
man healed.  It set the stage for another message by Peter.  There are two 
things for us to consider today.  First is the wonderful and powerful name 
of Jesus.  The song expresses it, “There is strength in the name of the Lord.  
There is power in the name of the Lord.  There is hope in the name of the 
Lord.”  What a wonderful reminder.  We see it here right at the beginning 
of the church.  Secondly, there is the testimony that opens doors.  This 
opened the door not only to tell about Jesus, but it also precipitated the 
first persecution for the church.  We will see over the next few days that 
Peter was given a platform to tell how this miracle of healing came to be.  
Right after that, Peter, John and the man who was healed were taken into 
custody and brought before the authorities.  

Today we have platforms brought to us by God working in our lives and in 
the lives of others.  Are you taking advantage of these to tell people about 
Jesus?  Tell people what He has done in your life and use it as an occasion 
to tell of His might and power.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 3:9-16

The people saw a changed man.  They saw him walking around and prais-
ing God.  What they saw was a walking billboard pointing to Jesus.  That 
is the way it is when you are experiencing the life changing power of true 
salvation.  They remembered that this was the man who had been begging 
alms at the Beautiful Gate.  They were amazed at the transformation.  The 
changed life set the stage for a moment to proclaim the gospel message.  
A crowd gathered at Solomon’s porch to see what was going on.  When Pe-
ter saw all of the people he took full advantage of the moment and began 
to preach to the crowd. 
 
Peter’s message was twofold.  The first part was an explanation regarding 
the healed man and the second was an exhortation to repent and turn to 
Jesus for salvation.  Today we will look at Peter’s explanation. 

Peter did a quick review of who Jesus was.  He connected Jesus to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He said that although Jesus had been sent to them 
by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they had rejected Him and set a 
murderer free and chose to have Jesus crucified.  He said this because his 
audience was Jewish.  He addressed them as “men of Israel.”  Then he told 
them that it was by faith in the name of this man, Jesus, that the crippled 
man had been healed and made strong.  

Healing comes through the name of Jesus.  His name is power.  Luke spoke 
of the name of Jesus at least 33 times in the book of Acts.  In Bible times 
a person’s name represented him and his character.  His name is above 
every name.  Peter introduces those listeners to something new about 
the man, Jesus, who they had crucified.  His name has power over what 
plagues people—sickness, disease, death, and hell. 
 
It was not just that Jesus gave the healing, but Luke wrote that even the 
faith for the healing came through Jesus.  Jesus is a miracle.  Keep in mind 
that faith, too, is a miracle that comes from God through Jesus Christ.  
Rejoice in the healing Jesus has brought to you.  Rejoice also in the gift of 
faith.
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Day 3

First Read Acts 3:17-26

In Peter’s explanation yesterday he connected Jesus to the fathers of Israel 
- Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Today, we’ll see how he connected Jesus to 
the prophets.  Remember, his listeners were Jewish and it was important 
to connect Jesus to the Old Testament scriptures.  Peter was helping them 
get the dots connected.  The first part of his message was the explanation 
and this part is exhortation for them to repent and turn to Jesus.  This is 
some serious dot connecting.  Jesus was the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies of the prophets.  He told them that what took place in all of this was 
what “God foretold” through the prophets.  He connected the suffering of 
Jesus as fulfillment of the prophets’ message.  He told them that this had 
been “preached to them before” by their prophets.  This was, according 
to Peter, the prophecy of times of refreshing spoken of by the prophets.  
From Samuel and those who followed, these days had been foretold.  The 
final and most dramatic appeal came when Peter told them that what had 
taken place in Jesus Christ fulfilled the promise made to Abraham regarding 
the covenant when He told Abraham, “and in your seed all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”  Peter certainly gave Jews something to think 
about.

However, his appeal was not just for them to consider, but to realize the 
truth about Jesus, His life, suffering, crucifixion, resurrection, and now 
the healing of this lame man were all fulfilled prophecies given by their 
founding fathers and their prophets!  He sought to make it clear that Jesus 
was the prophet Moses spoke of when he said, 'The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in 
all things, whatever He says to you.”  Deuteronomy 18:15  Peter had very 
clearly made his case.  He called them to turn to Jesus as Savior and have 
their sins blotted out.  

I would like to think that if I had been a Jew hearing that message I would 
have immediately repented and turned to follow Jesus as the One who had 
been prophesied as the coming Messiah.  Studying the whole Bible is about 
connecting all of the dots regarding who Jesus is.  That is what the Bible is 
all about.  I hope you have connected the dots and have turned to Jesus as 
God’s Messiah, your Savior and Lord.
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Day 4

First Read Acts 4:1-22

Peter preached the message and obviously many were convinced.  On that 
day five thousand men believed the word.  However, while they preached 
the Jewish religious leaders came up and had the three of them, Peter, 
John and the man who had been healed, taken into custody.  The religious 
leaders were upset about their preaching about the resurrection of the 
dead in Jesus.  They did not make a charge against them but asked them 
about the authority they had to do this healing and preaching.  Peter filled 
with the Holy Spirit boldly and confidently tells them that it was by the au-
thority of the name of Jesus that they healed this man.  He goes on to tell 
them that Jesus whom they crucified was the stone the builders rejected.  
Again Peter is connecting Jesus to their scriptural roots.  He tells them that 
Jesus is the chief cornerstone.  Then he drives home a very significant bib-
lical truth in Acts 4:12, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."  
That was true then and it is true now.  It was not politically correct then, 
nor is it now.  Peter and John were not concerned with political correct-
ness, nor should we be. 
 
The religious leaders were surprised by the boldness of Peter and all that 
he knew.  They could tell that they had been with Jesus.  They were in a 
quandary as to what to do with the three men.  They could not deny that a 
great miracle had been done, so they just told them to stop preaching and 
teaching in the name of Jesus.  Peter and John told them that they had to 
keep preaching, because they had a greater responsibility to God than to 
mere men. 
 
What a great lesson for us.  Peter and John were not disrespectful.  They 
gave their answer as to what they had done and the miracle that had been 
worked.  They did not demand their rights.  They just gave the answer.  
They respectfully and truthfully presented the truth about what had taken 
place and about Jesus.  We need to do the same.  Don’t cry out about your 
rights.  Just present the truth kindly and respectfully and leave the rest in 
the hands of the Lord.  There are times when obedience to God will leave 
us in conflict with governing authorities.

Pray and be prepared as we move forward in a nation that is less and less 
sympathetic to the things of God.
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 49:7-15

It does not matter how much of the wealth of the world you have; you 
cannot pay enough to eliminate your sin and guilt.  This Psalm tells us that 
sin debt cannot be paid off by any amount of wealth or by any man.  There 
is no way to get salvation by any human means.  You cannot buy it with 
wealth.  You cannot trade anything for it.  You cannot even earn it by good 
works.  In the passage today the words ‘redeem’ and ‘ransom’ are used.  
Redeem means to buy back or make an exchange.  Ransom means to pay 
the penalty.  No human being can pay to redeem someone from the enemy 
and there is no amount that a person can pay to discharge the penalty or 
fine for sin.  The only redeeming and the only ransom has to be accom-
plished by someone who is worthy.  The only one worthy is one who lived a 
perfect sinless life.  Since all men born of man are sinful, none of us can do 
that.  So we will all see the pit or die.  All people were hopeless.

However, there was One who was sinless.  He was not born of man.  Jesus 
is the only One.  He was born of the seed of the woman conceived by the 
Holy Spirit.   He was born like all people, except that His conception was 
miraculous.  So, He was not born with Adam’s sin heritage.  He was perfect.  
He never sinned.  He, alone, was worthy.

Paul writes that Jesus gave His life as a ransom for all (1 Timothy 2:6).  In 
Acts 4:12, we read that there is no other name by which we must be saved.  
God paid the ransom to redeem all people.  It is through the only begotten 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, that we can be redeemed and ransomed—saved.

Rejoice that our hope is found only in Jesus Christ!
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Week 48  ANANIAS & SAPPHIRA -----------------------------Chris Watson

I never want to quench the Spirit, meaning I never want to get in the way 
of what God wants to do.  This week, we encounter a husband and a wife 
that stepped in and lied to the Lord.  When given a chance to make it right, 
or at least confess, one of them stuck to the story and God did what He 
needed to do.  As you read through these devotions, make it your prayer to 
be in tune with the Holy Spirit and not a Spirit quencher. 

Day 1

First Read Acts 4:32-37

Over the years, I have often heard, “I don’t know what I would do without 
my church family.”  I echo that sentiment.  Some don’t understand that 
feeling, either because they are not part of a church body or because they 
have never experienced or gone through something difficult and truly felt 
the love of God’s church around them.  Many have and they realize the 
importance of their church family.  Paul admonishes us to keep meeting 
together (Hebrews 10:25).  Others in Scripture also remind us that we are 
to love each other and be there for each other. 

Today’s passage reminds us again of the importance of the church.  Those 
in the New Testament church didn’t see their possessions as belonging 
to them, alone, but to God first and then to others.  The New Testament 
church didn’t follow a socialist model, though; rather, we see that everyone 
did their part, so that when needs arose they were met.  Sometimes, many 
in the church are too prideful or wonder what people will think if they go 
to someone about theirneeds, whether they are physical, mental, spiritual, 
or financial.  However, if we don’t express our needs to others, those needs 
might not be met.  We must be vulnerable enough to share our needs and 
to accept guidance, help, and instruction.  

Luke wrote that they were meeting each other’s needs (Acts 4:25).  We 
all know that our “needs” and our “wants” are often very different.  The 
people in the early church were not living lavishly or in some way that was 
out of the will of God.  Instead, they sought to meet the real needs of each 
other.

How might God want you to meet the needs of others?  Do you know 
someone who has a financial need?  Would God have you provide for 
that need?  Do you know of someone who has a spiritual need?  Would 
God have you pray for that person and perhaps even offer godly counsel, 
through His direction?  Does someone need help moving or with some-
thing else at their house for which you have a particular ability to provide?  
Ask God to show you how He would have you help your brothers and 
sisters in Christ.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 5:1-6

Matthew Henry says it best, “The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was, that 
they were ambitious of being thought eminent disciples, when they were 
not true disciples.  Hypocrites may deny themselves, may forego their 
worldly advantage in one instance, with a prospect of finding their account 
in something else.  They were covetous of the wealth of the world, and 
distrustful of God and his providence.  They thought they might serve both 
God and mammon.  They thought to deceive the apostles.  The Spirit of 
God in Peter discerned the principle of unbelief reigning in the heart of 
Ananias.  But whatever Satan might suggest, he could not have filled the 
heart of Ananias with this wickedness had he not been consenting.  The 
falsehood was an attempt to deceive the Spirit of truth, who so manifestly 
spoke and acted by the apostles.  The crime of Ananias was not his retain-
ing part of the price of the land; he might have kept it all, had he pleased; 
but his endeavoring to impose upon the apostles with an awful lie, from a 
desire to make a vain show, joined with covetousness.  But if we think to 
put a cheat upon God, we shall put a fatal cheat upon our own souls.  How 
sad to see those relations who should quicken one another to that which 
is good, hardening one another in that which is evil!  And this punishment 
was in reality mercy to vast numbers.  It would cause strict self-examina-
tion, prayer, and dread of hypocrisy, covetousness, and vain-glory, and it 
should still do so.  It would prevent the increase of false professors.  Let 
us learn hence how hateful falsehood is to the God of truth, and not only 
shun a direct lie, but all advantages from the use of doubtful expressions, 
and double meaning in our speech.” 
 
The sin that these two committed was that they lied, not just to Peter, 
but more specifically to the Holy Spirit.  Instead of keeping it all or even 
letting Peter and the others know they were keeping some (though that 
might have caused other issues), they flat out lied and said that they were 
giving the entire sum to the apostles.  We may or may not to be able to 
fool others with our actions.  We may put up a good front, look all spiritual, 
and seem to have all the answers.  However, God knows.  God knows our 
hearts, He knows whether we are His children, and He knows if we are 
seeking to put on a show/ front or trying to truly walk step-in-step with 
Him.

Are you living rightly before the Lord?  If not, you may be able to fool your 
spouse, kids, parents, classmates, and peers, but you won’t fool God.  Is 
there something you need to get right before the Lord even now?  If so, 
spend some time with Him doing so.  And whether you have anything to 
confess or not, ask God to always help you live in tune with the Holy Spirit.  



49

Day 3

First Read Acts 5:7-11

Go back and read verse 8 again.  Peter was giving Sapphira a chance to 
come clean and tell the truth, which was in part a reason he asked the 
question.  But she lied to him and told him that they sold it for the amount 
that Ananias also said.  It was bad enough that her husband had tested 
the Holy Spirit, but it was compounded when she persisted in the lie, even 
when given the opportunity to repent and tell the truth. 

There had been some incredible things going on; God was working, people 
were getting saved, they were meeting each other’s needs, and then this.  
God was not going to let the enemy interfere with His work.  God takes 
sin seriously and, in case we forget, we are reminded of this in today’s 
account.  Sometimes, we think of sin as no big deal or we try and compare 
our sins with those of others and assert that ours aren’t as bad.  The truth 
is, however, that all sin is against God.  Whether we have committed only 
one sin in our lives, which is highly unlikely, or have committed 101,000, 
those sins all separate us from God. 

We know Jesus took our sin seriously; He died for it.  You have probably 
heard it said that when we sin, especially blatantly and willfully, it is as 
though we were spitting at Jesus while He hung on the cross.  And that 
doesn’t take into account how our sin affects others around us.  We know 
that we can’t stop sinning and live a “good life” on our own.  We constantly 
need Jesus, to walk with Him and to know Him, so He can fix our hearts.  
Only through Him and His leading can we avoid or have victory over the 
temptations that come our way.  

Take another look at Acts 5:11.  I think I would have been fearful, too.  
They had just seen two people who lied to the Holy Spirit literally taken 
out by the Lord.  It’s a wonder that God hasn’t taken you or me out, to be 
truthful.  I know that I certainly deserve it; I deserve hell and to be wiped 
out, but God has shown His grace and mercy to me.  Sin should scare us.  
Sinning against a holy and righteous God should send chills up our spines, 
not because we may lose our salvation, but because of what it does to our 
relationship to God and how it affects those around us.

Are you involved in any willful sin in your life right now?  Are you living 
in sin and know it?  Have people spoken with you about it, but you have 
ignored them?  Heed God’s call, repent, and come running back to Him.  If 
you are walking in tune with God, continuously ask Him to save you from 
yourself; all it takes is one step off, so ask God to keep you on the straight 
and narrow.
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Day 4

First Read Acts 5:12-16

Notice in verse 13, “yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people 
esteemed them highly.”  It has been debated on who the “rest” were, but 
from what I see in reading and studying the “rest” were those who were 
not quite sure about Jesus.  They were interested, questioning, and even 
fearful as to what had just happened to Ananias and Sapphira.  These may 
have included some of the fringe folks, even some of the leaders and such.

Many were being added to the number of those saved, many were being 
physically healed, and those who were under the control of unclean spirits 
were being healed as well.  The healing, though, was just as it was in the 
gospels; it was not only for the sake of healing, but for God to be made 
known and for people to call on Him for salvation.  Remember back in Luke 
17 when the ten lepers were healed? Scripture says only one of them came 
back to thank Jesus; only he seemed to give glory to God.  Jesus told him, 
“Arise, go your way, your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19).  In the 
Greek, it’s translated, “your faith has saved you.”  In essence, all ten were 
healed, but only one was given eternal life!  Why is that?  Because the 
Samaritan leper put his trust in God, he recognized who God was and not 
only came back to give thanks, but put his faith in Him, as well. The others 
received only the physical healing, but this one leper received both physical 
and spiritual healing.

Again, Jesus healed people and allowed the disciples to do so, not only for 
physical healing, but so that they would put their trust in Jesus for sal-
vation, the spiritual healing.  Often, when God works in your life or does 
something totally incredible, it’s not just for you, but for others to see and 
give God the glory.  The healing may even cause others to begin asking 
about your God.  How has God worked in your life?  How is He working 
now?  You might never know, but it’s probably true that non-believers are 
watching your life, seeing what you do, and, hopefully, seeing God work.  
Use this as an opportunity to grow in Jesus and to share with others, be-
lievers and non-believers alike, what God is doing.
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 56:7

In Matthew 21:13 Jesus quoted today’s verse from Isaiah.  Many were do-
ing things in the temple that should not have been done, including cheat-
ing people out of their money.  Jesus, in His righteous anger, told them that 
His house (temple) would not be a den of robbers, but rather a house of 
prayer.  

Today, we are God’s temple; Jesus lives in us and He is with us everywhere 
we go.  If I am God’s temple, then how I take care of the temple physically, 
spiritually, and mentally is important.  If Jesus resides in me, I want to hon-
or His dwelling place.  When I think of this, it is quite convicting.
One of the biggest needs we have as believers is communication with 
God; this goes right along with taking care of the temple.  We know this 
as prayer and our scripture today reminds us that we are to be a people of 
prayer. 

What does your prayer life look like?  Is it up and down like a roller coast-
er?  We have all been there.  Is it nonexistent?  Many have been there, too.  
Or is it in tune with Jesus?  What does it look like?  Prayer is not intended 
to change God, but through prayer, God changes us.  Prayer enables our 
hearts to beat as one with His heart, our minds to be transformed by His 
mind, and our worries and cares of the world to be put on Him.  At times 
we may treat prayer with complacency or wonder whether it makes any 
difference.  Perhaps the only prayer we have to offer is the one that we 
prayed when we asked Jesus to come into our heart.  Prayer is not meant 
to be drudgery, burdensome, or something we have to do, but something 
we need and want to do.  There are times when I don’t have the desire to 
pray, but those are the times I need to be on my knees the most.  Once I 
begin praying, God changes me.

I am currently reading Praying the Bible by Donald Whitney.  He shares how 
to take the things you read in God’s word and turn them into prayers for 
yourself and others.  I would highly encourage you to read it yourself.  The 
intent, though, is for us to pray without ceasing, as Paul said (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:17).  As a kid I wondered how this was possible; as an adult, I now 
wonder how it’s not possible.  I need God to change me, work in my heart, 
and guide me; prayer does that. How is your prayer life?  What are you 
believing God for?  Who are you praying for?  Who are you praying to be 
saved?  Are you praying for your spirit to be in tune with His?  Spend some 
focused time today seeking God in prayer.
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WEEK 49 THE DEATH OF STEPHEN --------------------Dennis Watson

Jesus had told His disciples that they would be persecuted, “If they perse-
cuted me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:20)  The new church had 
needs which required a new group to be formed—deacons.  The deacons 
were selected for the purpose of serving the needs of the widows in the 
church who were being neglected.  The disciples did not want to be dis-
tracted from the word of God so they had the people select seven men to 
take on this role.  One of these first deacons was Stephen.  This week we 
look at the ministry and the martyrdom of Stephen.  Persecution breaks 
out and leads to the church surging beyond Jerusalem. 

Day 1

First Read Acts 6:8-15

Stephen was more than a deacon.  He worked miracles.  He was full of faith 
and power.  He became a lightning rod among the first believers.  Through 
his life and actions, persecution broke out against the church with historical 
ramifications.

There are some really strong contrasts here regarding Stephen and his 
accusers.  The first contrast I see is that Stephen was honest, upright, and 
filled with the Spirit and that others around him were false witnesses.  
These false witnesses took Stephen’s words and twisted them to make it 
appear that Stephen was saying something he was not saying.  The second 
contrast I see is how viciously his accusers attacked him, while finding it 
difficult to resist the wisdom and Spirit with which he spoke.  The third 
contrast is that while his accusers were red-faced and angry, they “saw his 
face as the face of an angel.”  Stephen was calm and confident because of 
Whom he represented.

Stephen’s demeanor is an example to us.  He was not acting calm.  He did 
not adopt the appearance of an angel.  These grew from within him as 
the Holy Spirit guided him.  He was an ambassador of Christ.  He was not 
there on his own account.  He was there to represent the truth of Jesus 
Christ.  As we abide in Christ and He abides in us we do not have to defend 
ourselves or become agitated at those who go on the attack against us.  It 
is not us they are attacking.  Stephen’s attackers were not really attacking 
him, they were attacking the message of Jesus.  The same is true today.  
When you feel attacked because of your faith or your stance on the truth 
of the Bible, don’t argue or fight back.  Present the truth.  Say what you 
believe and, like Stephen, explain why you believe it.  Then, leave the out-
come to the Lord God.

Give thanks when you, like Stephen, are given a platform to present the 
truth of Jesus Christ!
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Day 2

First Read Acts 7:1-50

Stephen was brought before the Sanhedrin.  The Sanhedrin was the highest 
Jewish council in the first century. The council had seventy-one members 
and was presided over by the high priest.  Stephen was likely brought be-
fore them because the council was angry that many priests had also come 
to believe the gospel.  Chapter 7 opens with a short question from the 
High Priest, probably Caiaphas.  He asked whether the accusations against 
Stephen were true.  Stephen then launched into a history lesson, most of 
which would have been familiar to all on the council.  They had accused 
him of speaking against the Law.  The religious leaders saw this as a threat 
to their faith and the starting of a new religion.  But Stephen reviewed their 
history and connected Jesus to their heritage. 
 
He linked the promise that was given to Abraham to Jesus.  The promise to 
Abraham was that all of the people of the earth would be blessed through 
him and his descendants would be more than the sand on the seashore 
and stars in the heavens.  Stephen was saying that Jesus did not start a new 
religion but that Jesus was the link from Abraham to the complete fulfill-
ment of the promise made to Abraham.  Jesus was for the Jewish faith the 
true sacrificial lamb.  He was the hope, not only of Israel, but for all people.  
He did not inaugurate something new but brought to completion what was 
prophesied in the Law and by the prophets.  

Not only did Stephen make the connection to Abraham and the other patri-
archs but also to Moses.  Stephen said that Jesus was the One Moses spoke 
of when he said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from your brethren, Him you shall hear.”  (Acts 7:37) 

Stephen traced the tabernacle and the temple in their history, but remind-
ed them that their God did not dwell in buildings made by hands.  Here he 
was letting them know that Jesus was the living tabernacle of God.

I would like to think if I had been a Jew living then that I would have been 
able to connect the dots and realize that God had done all of this and that 
Jesus was the focus of all of the events Stephen spoke about.  But I am con-
cerned that I may have been so caught up in religion, just like they were, 
that I might have missed Jesus, too.  

Give thanks that we were born when we were and that we have the con-
tinued witness, not only of the Old Testament, but also the gospels and the 
remainder of the New Testament writings.  He has made His full counsel 
known to us.
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Day 3

First Read Acts 7:51-60

Now it was time for Stephen to offer his conclusion and invitation.  It did 
not go well for Stephen or his listeners.  His listeners were “cut to the 
heart.”  Stephen lumped the Sanhedrin in with their forefathers in their 
rejection of God’s messengers, prophets and leaders.  In his address he told 
them how they had rejected their God-sent deliverers.  Their forefathers 
had rejected Joseph.  He was at first rejected by his brothers and sold by 
them.  Later, they accepted him and allowed him to deliver them from the 
famine. Moses, too, was rejected at first, but was later followed as he led 
them out of their Egyptian bondage.  Most recently, they had rejected Je-
sus and crucified Him.  There will come a time when all Jews will recognize 
Jesus as God’s Messiah.

Stephen did not mince words when he called them “stiff-necked and uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears!”   They were physically circumcised, according 
to the Law, but they had rejected the Holy Spirit just as many of their fore-
fathers had done.  They had turned a deaf ear to all God had done through 
their history as recorded in their own scriptures. Ultimately, they had killed 
the Messiah.  Stephen, in no uncertain terms, declared that they were 
guilty sinners!  So what would they do with that?  Unfortunately, they did 
what too many people have done.  They became angry.  They lashed out 
at the messenger.  They were “cut to the heart.”  Instead of being broken-
hearted over killing the prophets, killing John the Baptist, and killing Jesus, 
they got angry and killed Stephen, as well.

For Stephen, his death was his coronation.  He saw God’s glory and Jesus, 
who was normally seated at the right hand of God, standing to receive Ste-
phen into heaven.  For Israel and their leaders, Stephen’s death was a con-
demnation.  This was the beginning of the final rejection of the Jews and 
the beginning of salvation being offered to all the nations.  For the church, 
Stephen’s death was liberation.  The movement of God in salvation through 
Jesus would be taken to the whole world, no longer limited to the Jews.

On the occasion of Stephen’s murder, we encounter a man by the name of 
Saul for the first time.  All of this is so important in God’s scheme of things.  
The gospel message was about to be launched on the whole world during 
this time of great suffering among the believers.

Pray for God’s grace, that we can all be like Stephen, loving our enemies 
enough to give them the truth without anger or malice.
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Day 4

First Read Acts 8:1-8

In case you have not noticed, we are seeing a rapid pace of gospel expan-
sion in this passage.  In Acts 1:8, Jesus gave the geographical mandate.  
They were to start in Jerusalem, where they were, presenting the gospel.  
Then they were to go to Judea and Samaria.  That is where we are now.  
This week we see the gospel make a leap beyond Jerusalem to Samaria. 
 
Chapter 7 closed with two very significant young men.  One was Stephen, 
who was put to death.  It was his death that brought persecution that cat-
apulted the gospel out of Jerusalem.  The other young man, of whom we 
only got a glimpse in chapter 7, was Saul.  All that is said about him in chap-
ter 7 is that the people who were stoning Stephen had placed their coats 
at his feet.  What do you suppose he saw as Stephen looked up into heaven 
and cried out, “Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit, and do not charge them with 
this sin.” Acts 7:59 Then he died.  That must have had an impact on the 
young man, Saul.  Chapter 8 opens with Saul giving approval to Stephen’s 
death.  He was more than a coat rack.

Afterward, Saul took a much more active role in the persecution of Chris-
tians, going into their homes to arrest them and send them to prison.  This 
resulted in believers fleeing the area for safety.  As they fled, though, they 
took the gospel message with them.  The gospel has always spread and 
thrived under persecution.  I don’t think it is God’s will for His people to be 
persecuted, but He did tell us it would happen.  When it does happen, the 
gospel grows and spreads.  This was no exception.  

In the outward move from Jerusalem, we read that Phillip went down to 
Samaria and preached the gospel of Christ.  The gospel spread, people 
were healed, and lives were transformed.  Where Christ was preached 
there was great joy.

Just as Jesus said, they became witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria 
and very soon the gospel would be taken to the whole world.  Are you 
bearing witness to what Jesus has done in your life?  Spread the word—the 
gospel!
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 24:10-16

In the translation you are reading it may read in Isaiah 24:16, “Glory to the 
righteous!”  This is translated, “Glory to the righteous one” in the NIV.  The 
actual context makes the “righteous one” more preferable.  In Isaiah 24:10-
16, two different groups of people are pictured.  There are those who are 
willfully, sinfully rejecting the things of the Lord.  They fill themselves with 
too much wine and waste their lives on things contrary to the Lord.  The 
other group of people gives praise and worship to the One mentioned in 
verse 16 as the righteous (one).  This group is often referred to in Scripture 
as the remnant.  The remnant is a people who remain faithful to God and 
worship Him, even in a world which totally rejects God and despises Him.  
This remnant sings a song of glory and worship to the righteous one. 
 
In our passage this week Stephen called Jesus the “Just One” (Acts 7:52).  
This could also be translated the “Righteous One.”  Stephen connected Je-
sus to the passage in Isaiah by calling Him the Righteous One.  Stephen was 
saying that the “Righteous One” in Isaiah who was to be worshipped was 
Jesus.  Jesus would be worshipped, but the Sanhedrin and their forefathers 
had rejected Him.  Stephen connected the dots for the Sanhedrin, but they 
were not willing to accept the truth.  It was at this point that they became 
enraged and had Stephen stoned to death.

Stephen represents for us the manner and disposition of the remnant.  He 
was one who stood on the truth of who Jesus was.  He connected the dots 
for himself and sought to help others do the same.  We, too, are part of the 
believing remnant.  Although we are not Jewish, we stand firm proclaiming 
Jesus to all people that they may know the truth, too.

Stand firm, no matter what is happening, and make Jesus known.
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Week 50 SAUL IS KNOCKED TO THE GROUND------- Chris Watson

Praise the Lord that God can change anyone.  No one is too far gone for 
God to save.  If He can change a Christian killer into one of the greatest 
missionaries of all time, He can change anyone.  God is into doing the 
“impossible,” for only God can do it.  As you read these devotions, what are 
you believing God for that only He can do?  Who are you praying for? 
If you think God could never save them, remember our account this week. 

Day 1

First Read Acts 8:26-40

The Gospel will be proclaimed.  Prior to today’s passage and toward the 
beginning of chapter 8 Saul was persecuting Christians and throwing them 
in jail.  Christians dispersed all over the place, proclaiming Jesus’ name as 
they went on their way.  In Bible times and up until today, the persecution 
of God’s Church and His people has not hindered the gospel, but rather has 
helped in its spread.  That’s what we see in chapter 8.

In our passage today Philip was visited by an angel of the Lord and told to 
go toward the desert.  He didn’t ask questions, he just went.  Before we 
go any further, take special note of that.  He didn’t request further instruc-
tions, he didn’t ask why or for how long or anything else of the sort.  He 
just went.  Can’t we all learn from this? When the Holy Spirit asks us to do 
something, we should not play 20 questions, but take the step as He has 
instructed us. Philip obeyed at once.  

The Spirit of the Lord continued speaking to Philip and he listened all the 
way until he met the eunuch and began to explain to him what he was 
reading from Isaiah 53. The eunuch clearly said he didn’t understand what 
he was reading.  He asked, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”  Philip 
began to share with him what he was reading, sharing the gospel, and the 
eunuch responded to Jesus and was baptized.  The eunuch declared, “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”   (Acts 8:37)  At that time, that 
meant much more than it does today.  The eunuch knew of God, knew 
something of his place before God, and by saying that he believed and un-
derstood the relationship between Jesus and God, he was essentially call-
ing on Jesus’ name for salvation, as we call it today.  Back then, the respect 
for God was incredible, but one of the things that many struggled with was 
whether Jesus was really God’s Son, the Messiah.  When God showed the 
eunuch this, he knew he needed Jesus and trusted Him and was baptized.

Back to Philip.  Philip was a willing vessel.  He was used by God at each step 
of obedience and, in the end, God used him to proclaim His name.  This is 
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incredible.  Because of Philip’s obedience and God’s plan, the eunuch fol-
lowed Christ.  God doesn’t need us to all be preachers, musicians, or Youth 
Pastors, though some may be.  He simply desires us to be obedient where 
we are and follow Him and speak truth and the gospel wherever we are.  
How are you sharing the truth where God has you now?
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Day 2

First Read Acts 9:1-9

Remember Saul was not just some “other guy.” His father and mother were 
both native Jews; therefore he calls himself a Hebrew of the Hebrews.  He 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, which adhered to Judah, so he was very edu-
cated in the things of God, or at least he thought he was.

“When you look at Saul on the road you see a very zealous man who 
actually thought that he was doing God a service by persecuting the 
church.  Had you stopped him and asked for his reasons, he might have 
said something like this: ‘Jesus of Nazareth is dead.  Do you expect me to 
believe that a crucified nobody is the promised Messiah?  According to our 
law, anybody who is hung on a tree is cursed (Deut. 21:23).  Would God 
take a cursed false prophet and make him the Messiah? No!  His followers 
are preaching that Jesus is both alive and doing miracles through them.  
But their power comes from Satan, not God. This is a dangerous sect, and I 
intend to eliminate it before it destroys our Jewish faith.” Warren Wiersbe

Saul was spiritually blinded and did not understand all that the Old 
Testament taught about the Messiah.  He stumbled over the cross and 
depended on his own “good works.”  When Saul met God that day, the Lord 
revealed to him what others had tried to show him.  He learned that Jesus 
was the Messiah.  In light of this, Saul realized that his sin was against God 
and God totally changed him.  

Saul had just encountered the holy and righteous God.  First, can you imag-
ine what that Damascus road experience must have been like for him?  Sec-
ondly, what would the next three days have been like for him, to be blinded 
and totally dependent on others?  I am sure that he and the Lord had some 
serious conversations during that time and that he had to process what had 
happened.  The Lord had ample time to speak to him, as he could not see 
and did not eat. 

There is so much that can be taken away from this account.  No one is too 
far gone from the Lord’s grasp.  Have you been praying for a lost spouse, 
child, friend, co-worker, or other family member?  Don’t stop.  Remember, 
Saul was coordinating the jailing and killing of Christians before his conver-
sion, so God can save anyone.  Not only can God save anyone, but He can 
also use anyone He so chooses.  No matter your past, it doesn’t define you.  
While there are consequences for our choices, God can still use us, as He 
did with Saul/Paul.  

As you wrap up today’s devotions, pray for those that are lost and those 
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that you may feel are “too far gone” and remember that to God they are 
not.  Pray for them to have a Saul-like experience and for God to wake 
them up.  Pray that God would also wake up believers and send revival in 
our lives and in our church. 
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Day 3

First Read Acts 9:10-22

Can you put yourself in Ananias’ shoes for a moment?  I think we would 
have some of the same thoughts he was having.  Contemplate what you 
would do if the Lord had just told you to go to Saul and lay your hands on 
him so that he might see again and receive the Holy Spirit.  What would 
your response be?  I would like to think mine would be what Ananias’ 
was, considering that the command came from the Lord, but I am sure I 
might have at least a few doubts and questions.  Ananias knew that the 
chief priest was on Saul’s side and that he, Ananias, might in fact get jailed 
or sent away for doing what he was about to do.  Nonetheless, Ananias 
obeyed.

The Holy Spirit spoke and Ananias obeyed and he was blessed by seeing 
what God did when he obeyed.  He prayed for Saul, who then received 
both his sight and the Holy Spirit.  Immediately, Saul was baptized.  It’s 
understood that Saul already trusted Christ while on the road to Damascus 
and did some business with the Lord over the three days, so his baptism 
followed his conversion and he received the Holy Spirit.

From this point, Saul went on to preach and share that Jesus was the Son 
of God.  Those who saw him recognized Paul as the one who had gone 
against, arrested, and approved the killing of other Christians just days 
before he began preaching Jesus as the Christ.  What a difference Jesus 
makes!  Jesus changes us, praise the Lord.  He changes our hearts, minds, 
actions, and words.  Once we have had a true encounter with Jesus, we are 
never the same.  Just three days prior, Saul was literally terrorizing Chris-
tians and yet, at this point, he was now one of them.  The power of Jesus is 
incredible!

How has Jesus changed you?  What has He done in your life and how did 
He save you from the power of sin and death?  If He has done so, then the 
Holy Spirit should constantly be working in your life.  If that’s the case, you 
are being obedient to Him just like Ananias was.  What a joy it is to step out 
in faith and follow God.  Like Ananias, we may have questions or not be so 
sure how everything will work out, but when we step out in faith, we see 
God do great things.  How are you stepping out in faith right now?  Ask God 
to help you step out in faith and follow Him. 
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Day 4

First Read Acts 9:23-31

Saul encountered the Holy God, his life was changed, everything went his 
way, and he lived happily ever after.  Well, at least I got two out of four 
right, but that’s still failing.  Much of the American Church today teaches, 
“trust Jesus, give Him your life, and your life will go well,” as though life for 
a Christian is a bed of roses.  In fact, it’s often the total opposite.  Teaching 
like this that is contrary to reality is the reason that some people walk away 
from the faith.  They are not discipled or taught that being a Christ follower 
doesn’t mean you will escape trouble or difficulties, but it means you ac-
tually will have them (John 16:33).  However, as you go through them, you 
have the strength of Jesus, Who has overcome the world.  Knowing Him, 
having His peace and the life after this one beats any struggle or difficulty 
we could face in this life.

Not long after Paul’s conversion, he was running for his life because many 
of the religious leaders and others didn’t want to believe the truth; they 
thought Paul was losing his mind.  But notice what Luke says in verse 31 
of today’s passage.  He tells us that Paul was running for his life, people 
were questioning the disciples, and yet the gospel was……..SPREADING!  
Bible history, church history, closed-country history, and our own history 
tell us that the gospel often spreads fastest in the midst of adversity.  Not 
only does the gospel spread, but often the sheep and goats are separated 
during such times.  We see this happening today, I believe.  It is no longer 
culturally popular or really acceptable to be a believer, so some “believers” 
are taking a back seat, dropping out, or turning their eyes from Jesus.  It 
could be they were never a believer in the first place.  When adversity 
and difficulty comes, true believers turn to God and then to God’s Church.  
Those who turn away often never truly believed what they professed to 
believe.

Have you faced troubles lately?  Remember James’ words from James 1:2-
4, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”  

As believers we will face tough times.  Our faith will be tested.  While it is 
not the case yet, we may one day have to run for our lives as followers of 
Jesus.  Even so, nothing beats knowing Jesus.  Praise God for Paul’s (Saul’s) 
words, that “nothing can separate us from the love of Christ Jesus.” 
(Romans 8:38-39)  Thank God today that He is in control.  Though you may 
be facing difficulties and struggles, He is still sovereign and Lord over all.
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 130

“A watchman patrolling the wall of a city at night would be glad to see 
morning come, for dawn meant that his work was finished and he could go 
home and rest.  Without a clock to tell the time, a watchman looked in the 
sky for the morning star rising on the horizon.  The morning star signaled 
that night was almost over, so the watchman looked eagerly to see it.  The 
psalmist compared a watchman waiting for the morning with how he ea-
gerly waited for God to forgive his sin. As a sinner, he realized that his only 
hope-that Israel’s hope was for God to forgive them and redeem their sins.” 
Marty Machowski

We know that God answered the psalmist’s prayer by sending Jesus.  We 
know from Revelation 22:16 that Jesus is our bright morning star.  He is also 
our rest and we will no longer battle with sin one day.  Peter said in 2 Peter 
1:19, “And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you 
will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.”  

Praise the Lord, Jesus has redeemed us.  He has bought us back with His 
precious blood.  Therefore, I have nothing or no one to fear, because He is 
in control.  God is our rest; we can rest in Him.  Isn’t this a great remind-
er?  What are you facing?  What are you dealing with?  What worries you 
today?  Let God be your rest; place it on His shoulders and let Him carry the 
burden, because He can handle it.  
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WEEK 51 THE GENTILES ARE CONVERTED-----------Dennis Watson

The final step in the spread of the gospel begins in this week’s passages.  
Jesus said that they would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and the whole world.  With the gospel going to the Gentiles and their con-
version, the final move was made.  The gospel catapulted from Jerusalem 
to the whole world.  This week the excitement mounts as the church moves 
beyond its original people, the Jews, and goes to the nations, the Gentiles.

Day 1

First Read Acts 10:1-23

It is amazing to me to read this biblical historical account.  The Lord was 
working to have the gospel begin to spread to the whole world.  It started 
among the Jews and Jerusalem.  Several thousand had already become fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ as the gospel was preached.  Now the message was 
about to make its way among the Gentiles.  What started in Jerusalem was 
now moving on to Judea and Samaria, according to God’s plan.  This ac-
count describes the Holy Spirit at work in two locations at about the same 
time, setting things up for the conversion of Cornelius and his relatives.  

Cornelius was a Roman officer in charge of 100 soldiers.  He was a man 
who was familiar with the things and the ways of God.  He was open and 
willing to hear from God.  Jeremiah tells us that a person will find the Lord 
if they will seek Him with all their heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)  God was ready 
to draw Cornelius to Himself.  At about three in the afternoon Cornelius 
had a vision in which the angel of the Lord spoke to him and told him to 
send messengers to Joppa and bring a man named Peter to him. 
 
The next day about noon, while Cornelius’ men were traveling to Peter, the 
Lord gave Peter a vision in which He revealed to Peter that what was called 
unclean was no longer unclean.  Peter may have remembered the words 
of Jesus which are recorded in Mark 7:14-22 when Jesus told the disciples 
that it is not what enters a man but what comes out of a man that defiles 
him.  It took three visions for Peter to get it and be willing to eat what had 
once been called unclean.  Peter was trying to figure it all out when the 
men sent by Cornelius showed up at his door.  Notice the Lord was pre-
paring both Cornelius and Peter for bringing the Gentiles, once considered 
unclean, into the kingdom.  Peter invited the men to spend the night and 
he lodged with them.

Is there something you have always believed to be right that may be 
wrong?  Are you unwilling to release that wrong belief?  A few years ago a 
man told me he did not like what I was preaching about the literal six-day 
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Creation account found in Genesis.  He told me he had “always believed 
it took millions of years” and he was unwilling to hear otherwise.  Allow 
the truth of Scripture to break the bonds of things that you have always 
believed that just may not be true, according to Scripture.  It may be a 
breakthrough just like the one Peter experienced in this account.  The Spirit 
prepared Cornelius and He prepared Peter.  God did a great thing!

Rejoice in how the gospel has spread and continues to spread, even today.  
We may not see its rapid expansion here but all over the world millions are 
coming to Christ.
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Day 2

First Read Acts 10:24-35

The Pharisees get a bad rap because of their legalistic interpretation of 
the Law.  However, early on, they had a very significant role.  They were 
protectors and preservers of the Law.  They did get carried away and were 
guilty of adding on to the Law with their overly strict interpretations.  For 
instance, in regard to keeping the Sabbath, they added that you could not 
even touch a tool or carry anything on the Sabbath.  They would not permit 
a Jew to enter the house of a Gentile because the Gentiles ate unclean 
foods.  For this reason the Pharisees determined that the Gentiles, them-
selves, were unclean.  Peter not only considered certain foods unclean but 
also the Gentiles, themselves.

However, Cornelius was eagerly awaiting the arrival of the man the Lord 
told him to invite to his home.  Cornelius had invited all of his close rel-
atives and friends to hear the message Peter was bringing.  When Peter 
arrived with his entourage, Cornelius fell before him and worshipped him.  
Peter immediately told him that he too was just a man.  

Peter asked Cornelius why he had sent for him, and Cornelius explained 
how an angel had appeared to him and told him to send for Peter and that 
he would come and speak to him.  Peter then began his explanation about 
Jesus, first telling Cornelius that he now understood that God does not 
show partiality and that all who come to Him will be accepted.  Tomorrow 
we will see that Peter explained how to come to Him.

What I love to think about regarding this biblical historical account is the 
Holy Spirit working on both ends of this exchange.  Please keep in mind 
that God is always at work!  He is at work in you, preparing you, and He is 
at work in others, preparing them, that we might all fulfill His work here on 
earth.  Pray and be sensitive and prepared.  Look around you and see what 
the Lord is doing and then jump in and join Him.  Watch and listen and 
make yourself available to join the Lord in what He is up to.
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Day 3

First Read Acts 10:36-44

The message of Peter was, of course, the message of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  Day 3 each week is about the gospel found in the death and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Peter came into Cornelius’ home and after the exchange regarding why 
Cornelius had sent for him, Peter proclaimed the gospel to all present.  A 
great spiritual awakening occurred on that day.  Peter preached about 
Jesus.  He was certain in his message to connect Jesus to God.  “He was 
anointed by God with the Holy Spirit and power.”  He told how Jesus went 
about doing good and healing people because “God was with Him.”  He 
called Jesus “Lord of all.”  His message was that Jesus was crucified and 
that Peter along with others was witness of all these things.  He was 
sharing a message of his own personal experience regarding the historical 
event.  Peter told them that Jesus had been raised from the dead on the 
third day and that it was God who raised Him up.  Peter told them that he 
had seen Jesus alive after the resurrection with many others and had even 
eaten with Him after He was raised.  He explained that Jesus was anoint-
ed by God and had told Peter and others to preach and testify that “He 
was ordained by God to judge the living and the dead.”   The final part of 
his message was a very clear invitation that “through His name, whoever 
believes in Him will have remission of sins.”  

Peter’s message was very clear and concise.  It was short but truthful.  The 
outcome was that “the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.”   
In fact, Peter was still speaking and the Holy Spirit interrupted!

I have to say it again—the Holy Spirit made all this happen!  He spoke to 
Cornelius and prepared him.  He spoke to Peter and prepared him.  Corne-
lius invited Peter as the Spirit instructed him.  Cornelius gathered friends 
and family.  Peter followed the Spirit’s instruction and went with the men 
sent by Cornelius.  Then Peter preached the truth of Jesus and the Spirit 
brought conviction.  What an incredible event!  

Give praise and thanksgiving for God’s wonderful Holy Spirit at work in the 
world!
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Day 4

First Read Acts 10:45-11:18

The gospel had been catapulted beyond the Jews to the Gentiles.  It was no 
longer only salvation for the Jews, but had moved, as Jesus said it would, 
to the nations.  After Peter gave the message of salvation, the Holy Spir-
it came much the way it did on the Day of Pentecost.  Those present at 
Cornelius’ house were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues.  For 
Peter and the Jewish believers present with him, this was confirmation that 
what had just happened was like that which they had experienced when 
the Spirit came on them.  

I like the way Warren Wiersbe put it:
“After all, these men had not seen the vision with Peter and come to 
understand that the Gentiles were now on an equal footing with the Jews. 
This does not suggest that every new believer gives evidence of salvation 
by speaking in tongues, though every true believer will certainly use his or 
her tongue to glorify God.”

God confirmed the entrance of the Gentiles into the kingdom on that day.  
This was a biblical historical event with worldwide and eternal ramifica-
tions.

After the confirmation by the Holy Spirit, the whole group was baptized.  
News travels fast, especially when it may be considered bad news.  For 
some, this event was initially received as bad news, because they believed 
the salvation of Jesus was only for the Jews.  The “circumcised believ-
ers” were Jewish believers.  They called in Peter and his companions and 
questioned them about eating with Gentiles.  Then Peter told them exactly 
what happened:  the vision he saw three times with the unclean animals 
that God pronounced clean.  He told them that the voice in the vision told 
him, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.”  He then told 
about the men who had been sent to take him to Caesarea because a Gen-
tile had also had a vision.  Then he told them about the experience at Cor-
nelius’ house, how the whole household was saved, and the confirmation 
of the Holy Spirit convinced them it was legitimate.  The Jewish believers 
then rejoiced that the Gentiles had also received salvation.

Breaking barriers!  The gospel has always broken through barriers.  This 
was a huge turning point in the whole Bible.  The promise given to Abra-
ham, that through him all the people of the world would be blessed, was 
becoming a reality!  Give thanks to God for the barrier-breaking power of 
the gospel!
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Day 5

First Read Zechariah 9:10-11

Back up just one verse to verse nine.  Zechariah prophesied that the King 
would one day come riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.  Of course, this was 
prophecy concerning Jesus.  Have we not already connected that dot!  Je-
sus glorious fulfilled this prophecy when He did do exactly that.  The verses 
we are looking at today tell us that Jesus would bring peace to the nations.  

How many times in my life have I heard people speak of world peace?  Not 
only in my lifetime, but throughout history people have been anticipating 
peace on earth.  Today, as I write this, wars are going on all over the world.  
But what about the words of the prophet in verse 10?  He says that when 
the King, Jesus, comes, He will speak peace to the nations.  When Jesus 
came the first time He did bring peace.  It is the peace that rules and reigns 
in the hearts of believers.  However, when He comes again and establishes 
His eternal kingdom, true peace will reign everywhere.  Here is how War-
ren Wiersbe says it:

His Word will go forth with power and there will be a general disarmament 
around the world. Chariots and war horses will be demobilized, every 
weapon will be destroyed, and "they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Isa. 2:4; see Micah 
4:3).5 

Now that is true peace!  But Zechariah kept going and let us connect 
another dot.  He wrote that by “the blood of your covenant, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit.”  The exile will be over.  All of those 
who have been captured, bound, enslaved, and kept in bondage will be set 
free. 
 
Jesus came to bring deliverance to all.  We will all ultimately be liberated 
from the shackles of sin and from the affairs and concerns of the world that 
keep us from experiencing true life.  Life is found in the Lord God.  He is 
life and apart from Him there is no life.  Give thanks for the liberation and 
peace He has brought and will bring to you.

_________________________________________________________
5Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - Old Testament The Bible Commentary - The 
Prophets
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Week 52 THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT----------------------Chris Watson

We know that an apple tree produces apples and an orange tree yields only 
oranges.  So it should be with Christ’s followers, that they produce godly 
fruit.  If we are walking with Jesus He will grow His fruit in us.  At times, 
we may veer off and notice that we are bearing ungodly fruit.  When that 
happens, we must repent and spend more time with Jesus.  As you read 
through this week’s devotions ask, “What kind of fruit am I bearing?”  This 
week, we are making a big jump to the book of Galatians.  In many of Paul’s 
letters he addressed the Church and gave them direction and guidance, 
which is true of the passages we’ll study in this week’s devotions. 

Day 1

First Read Galatians 5:1-15

Paul often dealt with the issue of law and grace.  Remember, the Jews were 
having a hard time understanding the whole grace thing.  Jews were really 
focused on the Law, particularly on circumcision, going all the way back to 
Abraham in Genesis 12.  As part of this Abrahamic covenant, all males were 
to be circumcised.  At this point, however, Jesus had come and ascended 
into heaven, providing salvation from sin.  Debate continued in the Church 
about whether or not circumcision should continue, about whether or 
not it was needed for Christ followers.  Circumcision was part of the Old 
Testament law and Paul wrote that seeking to be circumcised made one are 
a debtor to keep the whole Law.  

The matter here was that some were still seeking to be justified by the Law, 
rather than simply receiving and being justified by God’s grace.  “Imagine 
a motorist driving down a city street and deliberately driving through a 
red light.  He is pulled over by a policeman who asked to see his driver’s 
license.  Immediately the driver begins to defend himself.  ‘Officer, I know 
I ran that red light but I have never robbed anybody.  I’ve never killed any-
body.  I’ve never cheated on my income tax.’ The policeman smiles as he 
writes out the ticket, because he knows that no amount of obedience can 
make up for one act of disobedience.  It is one law, and the same law that 
protects the obedient man punishes the offender.  To boast about keeping 
part of the law while at the same time breaking another part is to confess 
that I am worthy of punishment.” - Warren Wiersbe.

This really helps us understand that no amount of “law keeping” can save 
us, which is why we need grace.  This is Paul’s point.  Yes, we are to keep 
laws, per se, but the focus is on the fact that we are saved by God’s grace 
alone, that we live our lives in such a way that our actions testify to our 
love for God.  Our love, not keeping the Law, is what should compel us.  
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When you live by grace, you depend on the power of the Spirit, but under 
the Law you depend on yourself and your own efforts, says Wiersbe. Praise 
God we are not seeking to keep some 613 laws like the Jews in the Old 
Testament.  What we are to do is to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves.  If we are loving God and 
loving others as we ought to, then we are following God.  We are not under 
the Law, but under God and under God we will want to follow Him.  Are 
you seeking to live by the “law” or “grace?”  Grace is free and Christ’s love 
compels us.  Love God and love others and see what God can do in and 
through you. 
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Day 2

First Read Galatians 5:16-23

“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” (verse 18)  In 
essence, Paul says we are under God’s grace and love and are not under 
the law any longer; rather, we are to be under the leading of the Holy 
Spirit.  When we are under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we want to love God, 
love others, and walk with Him; at the same time, we see God work on our 
hearts and minds as we grow in Him.  This is called Holy Spirit living.  

Are you living by the Holy Spirit, the Law or your own selfish desires?  If we 
live by our own desires, we live in sin and become hateful, idolatrous, lewd, 
envious, and worse.  However, if we live by The Spirit, it is a totally different 
story.  The fruit of the Spirit in believers is proof that the Holy Spirit resides 
in us.  Do you find yourself being loving to others?  Do you have the joy 
that only God can give through salvation in Him?  Do you have peace even 
in difficult times? Over time, do you find yourself being more patient?  Do 
you show kindness and compassion to all people?  Do you seek to do good 
to others and be faithful in your relationships with God and others?  Is 
God’s gentleness flowing through you?  The overall question is this:  Are 
you under the control of yourself or under God’s control? “Selfcontrolled” 
in the context of this Scripture means under the control of the Holy Spirit.

Over the last month or so I have prayed for me, my family, and our Church 
to be led by the Spirit.  That is truly my desire.  I want to follow The Spirit in 
my family, work, Church, and day-to-day life.  Do you?  Are you controlled 
by the Holy Spirit or by your own fleshly spirit?  Today, ask God to help you 
follow where His Spirit is leading you.  When you feel your desires seeking 
to take the place of His, stop and ask Him to overcome your desires.  Think 
through it this way:

How can I be controlled by the Spirit in my family life today (spouse, kids, 
etc)?

How can I be controlled by the Spirit at school?

How can I be controlled by the Spirit at work?

How can I be controlled by the Spirit on the ball fields, at band practice, 
with the “guys” or the “girls,” or with friends or enemies?

How might God’s Spirit lead and guide you today? 
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Day 3

First Read Galatians 5:24

If you flip back a few chapters Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with 
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)  If you compare this with our verse today, 
they go hand in hand.  When we trusted Jesus as our Savior, we were say-
ing not only that we were putting our faith in Jesus, but also that we were 
dying to ourselves and allowing Him to reign in our hearts and lives.  

Romans 12:1-2 tells us to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice, giv-
ing ourselves to God, so that He might transform us.  You may have heard it 
said that the problem with a living sacrifice is that it has a tendency to walk 
off the altar.  We still have to struggle with sin and our “old ways,” because 
we are in a sinful world, but God can overcome our weakness.  

We don’t need to just subdue our fleshly patterns and desires so that they 
take a back seat to godly desires and patterns.  Rather, they need to get 
out of the car.  Verse 24 says our flesh, along with its passions and desires, 
has been crucified.  In other words, we can’t have a “pet teddy bear” in the 
form of a sin or sins of our choice and not let God take care of those, too.  
God wants all of us, 100%, and we are to present our bodies and ourselves 
to Him daily and even many times throughout each day.  

Do you see ungodly area(s) in your life which seem to “creep back up”?  
Don’t focus on getting them under control.  Instead, focus on getting rid of 
them.  The only One who can do this is God.  Give Him all of yourself and 
seek Him and His heart.  When we seek Him with all we have, we will begin 
to see ungodliness disappear.  Our focus will no longer be our desires and 
flesh, but God’s!
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Day 4

First Read Galatians 5:25-6:1

We have all heard, “there but for the grace of God, go I.”  This simply 
means I am no better than anyone else; in fact, there is no good in me 
except what God has given.  Paul wrote, “ For I say, through the grace given 
to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a 
measure of faith.”   (Romans 12:3)

Our verses today remind us not to become conceited, provoking, or envi-
ous of others and especially not to think that we could never be “the worst 
sinner.”  We are all sinners and we need to be reminded we are all level at 
the foot of the cross.  The legalist or a person who thinks better of himself 
than he ought, when confronting a brother in sin, might think, “I would 
never do what they did” or “I can’t believe they did this or that.”  Paul 
told us that when we seek to restore a brother in sin, we are to do so with 
gentleness of God’s Spirit and consider ourselves also, that the only thing 
keeping us from where they are is God and God’s work in our lives.  

Wiersbe says, “The spiritual man would seek to restore the brother while 
the legalist would seek to exploit the brother.”  Which are you?  If another 
believer is in sin, do you exploit the situation?  We may not think of it like 
that, but do we think, “Well, suits them right” or “They got what they had 
coming,” or are we praying for them, loving them, and seeking to restore 
them so that they can walk again in love and truth?

As believers, we should desire that other believers walk in truth, always.  
We should celebrate when they celebrate and mourn when they mourn 
and, if caught in sin, do as Paul said, gently and privately seek to restore 
them.  Remember Jesus’ words, “What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder-
ness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my sheep which was lost!’  I say to you that likewise there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over nine-
ty-nine just persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:4-7)

Do you need to make things right with God today?  Are you praying for 
brothers and sisters to make things right?  In all remember, “there but for 
the grace of God, go I.”
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Day 5

First Read Jeremiah 9:23-26

Coming off our devotion from yesterday, today’s passage reminds us that 
we are to boast and glory only in the Lord.  As the Scripture says, we are 
not to glory in our wisdom, our might, or our riches (and we could include 
our position(s) here, too), what we have, who we know, or what we do.  
Instead, we are to glory only in the fact that we know God and that God 
knows us.  That is what we can glory in and then it is what God alone has 
done.

Jeremiah went on to remind the Israelites, and us, that we are not made 
right by our actions, but rather by what is in our hearts.  Is Jesus there or 
not?  The Israelites were stuck on circumcision, as we have already seen, 
and the Pharisees and other religious leaders were all about keeping the 
Law.  

We must be reminded that we are not made right with God and assured 
eternity with Him based on what we have done; rather, it’s based on what 
He has done and we simply put our trust and hope in that.  From our sal-
vation we proceed to love, grow, change, and follow Jesus every day.  We 
don’t follow Jesus so that we can be saved; we follow Jesus because we are 
saved.  There is a huge difference between the two.  People often believe 
they are saved by what they do or say, but that is totally false; it’s all about 
what He has done.  Praise the Lord, for you and I could never do enough to 
enter into a relationship with God.

How will you rest in the finished work of Jesus today? Are you striving for 
Him to love you or to be pleased by you?  Stop striving!  Rest in His love 
and grace and in so doing, Jesus will produce actions and changes in us that 
are a result of what only God can do. 
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It is really fun to step back and see how the dots are being connected.  We 
have come a long way from seeing God create all things and then estab-
lishing for Himself a special people—Israel.  All of that and much more 
laid down in the Old Testament with a multitude of prophecies pointing 
to the Messiah, Jesus, who would come into the world through the line 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and King David.  Jesus was born a Jew of the 
tribe of Judah.  The New Testament begins linking Jesus to the family tree 
of the Jewish people and in particular the line of Judah.  Jesus comes to 
seek and save the lost through His sacrificial, atoning death and then His 
resurrection.  The book of Acts opens with the birth of the church being 
primarily a Jewish Church.  As the book of Acts progresses the gospel goes 
to the Gentiles and for the most part became a Gentile movement but 
open to anyone who receives Jesus as the Son of God, Messiah and Savior.  
The next volume, volume 5, opens with Paul’s teaching about the Body of 
Christ.  Volume 5 almost exclusively deals with passages from Paul’s writing 
in scripture of course inspired by the Holy Spirit.  It will conclude with Paul 
writing about the Supremacy of Christ in Colossians.

We hope you are taking full advantage of getting the dots connected and 
seeing that all things really do come together in Jesus Christ.
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