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WEEK 27 JESUS AND THE TAX COLLECTOR---------- Dennis Watson
                                   
Although we may think we have a good excuse for a particular sin, there is 
no excuse for sin except the fact that we are sinners.  What do sinners do?  
Sin!  Many of us have been stopped for speeding or running a traffic light.  
No matter what excuse you gave the officer you were probably ticketed 
anyway.  There is no excuse for breaking the law. There is no excuse for 
breaking God’s law except the fact that we are sinners. This is the human 
predicament and our predicament must be acknowledged! The acknowl-
edgement is the prelude to be being delivered and rescued—saved from 
our predicament.  Pride prevents many people from admitting that they 
are plagued by sin.  Everyone is, except Jesus. He is the only one who can 
remedy our predicament.  This week we will look at a tax collector who 
acknowledged his sin and a Pharisee who was prideful and refused to.

Day 1

First Read Luke 18:9-12

“I am just as good as anyone else.”  I have heard that said many times and 
have, at some point, even said it myself.  Most of us can come up with plen-
ty of excuses for our sinful behavior.  The easiest and most popular excuse 
is usually “someone else made me do it.”  No matter how bad a person’s 
sin is he can usually find someone whose sin, he thinks, is worse than his 
own.  After all, we might be tempted to say, “I have never killed anyone so I 
am a lot better than those that have.”  

In the passage we read today Jesus tells a parable about a religious man 
(a Pharisee) and a tax collector.  Both of these men, as Jesus tells in the 
parable, went to the temple to pray.  The Pharisee was a religiously devout 
man who kept all of the laws.  He was a great legalist.  On the surface he 
did everything right.  The tax collector was a man with a despised trade.  
He worked for the Roman government collecting taxes that were due.  Tax 
collectors were known to cheat people. 
 
The Pharisee stood up and prayed, thanking God that he was better than 
other men, especially the tax collector.  He was proud of his good behavior 
and his good way of living.  He was convinced that since he was so good he 
had God’s approval and he wanted to celebrate his goodness.  He exalted 
himself for what he had done and gave no attention to the works of God.  
Since he compared himself to the tax collector he did not believe he need-
ed forgiveness.  Because of this, he missed the grace of God.

Just go ahead and say it, “I am sinful!”  Perhaps the best known believer 
and follower of Jesus was the apostle Paul.  He said in Romans 7:18, “For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is 
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present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”  He knew 
of his ongoing struggle, even as a believer!  None of us are good!  We are 
all desperate people and we all desperately need Jesus.  “I need Thee every 
hour!”

Remember that apart from Jesus, nothing good lives in you.  Thank God 
that His grace is greater than your sin.
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Day 2 

First Read Luke 18:13

There were two men in this parable. One man praying was a Pharisee and 
the other man praying in the temple was a tax collector.  Tax collectors 
worked for the Roman government and were despised by the people.  
The Pharisee prayed a prayer characterized by pride and arrogance.  Then 
there was the prayer of the tax collector, which was quite different from 
that of the Pharisee.  The tax collector acknowledged his need as a sinner.  
He cried out in desperation for God to have mercy on him because he 
was a sinner.  While the Pharisee’s prayer was characterized by pride and 
arrogance, the tax collector’s prayer was characterized by brokenness and 
humility.  He knew he needed grace, mercy, and forgiveness.

The Pharisee compared himself to the tax collector.  The tax collector com-
pared himself to no man.  He knew that only God was perfect and, com-
pared to God, he was a desperate sinner in need of forgiveness.

The fact is that not one of us is good.  Do not ever get over this.  We are 
broken, needy sinners.  We are all desperate people in need of God’s grace 
and mercy.  Jesus expressed it this way in Matthew 23:12, “Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Do not compare yourself to others, compare yourself to Jesus.  Humble 
yourself before the Lord and He will lift you up.  

Be reminded that your greatest need is what God has given you in Jesus—
grace, mercy, and forgiveness.  Enjoy what He has provided.  You can never 
achieve forgiveness, it is received.  Don’t be like the Pharisee who missed 
God’s grace.  Be like the sinful tax collector. Enjoy His amazing grace!
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Day 3

First Read Luke 18:14

We need to do a quick review of yesterday’s verse.  The Pharisee was 
characterized by pride and arrogance and it came out in his prayer.  He was 
self-righteous and worshipped not the one true God, but himself.  Actually 
he was practicing practical atheism.  In his mind he believed in God, but in 
his living, and even in his worship, he lived like there was no God.  There 
are people who by confession are atheists.  This means that they say there 
is no God and believe it.  Then there are those who claim to believe in God 
but live as though He does not exist.  There are plenty of religious people.  
They have a strong confession but their lives tells another story.

Jesus said that the tax collector “went down to his house justified.” (NKJV) 
Someone has said that a good way to think about what the word justified 
means is to use the word itself—“just as if I’d never sinned.”  To be justified 
is to be declared righteous in the sight of God on the basis of His forgive-
ness given through Jesus Christ.  This is an encouraging verse, especially in 
contrast to what has gone before. What did the tax collector do to get this 
justification?  The tax collector simply confessed that he was a sinner in 
need of the mercy of God.  The Pharisee, on the other hand, was self-righ-
teous.  The sad fact was the Pharisees were completely deluded and 
thought they were right and Jesus was wrong.  This is a parable and Jesus 
used it to make a point.  No one can be made righteous before God apart 
from God’s provision.   The only hope is found in the grace and mercy that 
God gives through Jesus Christ. 
 
So simple, but so costly!  The old hymn says, “Jesus paid it all, all to Him 
I owe.  Sin had left a crimson stain.  He washed it white as snow.”  Give 
thanks for the work of forgiveness that God accomplished through His Son 
Jesus, and rest in His finished work.
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Day 4

First Read Luke 18:15-17

In today’s scripture we read that people were bringing their children to 
Jesus in hopes that He might touch them and bless them, but the disciples 
sought to prevent this from happening.  As was always the case with Jesus, 
this became a teaching moment.  After telling the parable of the tax collec-
tor and the Pharisee praying in the temple, He used this situation with the 
children to teach the disciples more about how to approach the Lord.  We 
cannot come to Him on our own abilities and accomplishments; we must 
come to Him and receive His kingdom like a child.  Children have no airs 
of superiority or accomplishment.  With a child there are no reservations.  
Children come trusting, ready to follow, and willing to be instructed.

The reality is that none of us bring anything into the presence of the Lord 
that makes us acceptable to Him.  We have no hope of living or even being 
in His presence at all, because we are sinful.  The only way to come before 
the Lord and enter into His kingdom is on His provision.  His provision is 
the blood of Jesus Christ which was shed for forgiveness of our sins.  The 
children who were brought to Him were insignificant and needy.  They had 
nothing to offer Jesus.  His disciples did not get it.  He was not in the world 
to receive but to give.  The children brought nothing to Him but He had 
much for them.

The group Casting Crowns has a song entitled “In Me.”  There are two lines 
in this song that make this point in a beautiful way, “How refreshing to 
know you don’t need me, how amazing to find that you want me.”  Power-
ful words!  He does not need us, yet He wants us.  We do not come to Him 
because we have something to offer.  We come to Him and to His kingdom 
because we are the ones who need Him and His kingdom.  

Thank the Lord for His provision to receive us just as we are.
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 53:11

Isaiah 53 is one of the servant songs found in Isaiah 49-57.  Isaiah 53 is 
about the suffering servant, Jesus.  The verse for today expresses several 
things.  First, it says that Jesus, the suffering servant, will by His own labor, 
suffering, and death on the cross satisfy the heart of His Father.  It was His 
Father’s plan to hand Him over to die to make sinners righteous, because 
the Father is “not willing that any should perish but all to come to repen-
tance” (2 Peter 3:9b).  His death also satisfied the righteous demands of 
the law.  Warren Wiersbe puts it this way:

God is angry at sin because it offends His holiness and violates His holy Law. 
In His holiness, He must judge sinners, but in His love, He desires to forgive 
them. God cannot ignore sin or compromise with it, for that would be con-
trary to His own nature and Law. 1

We also see in this verse that Jesus, by His death, justifies many.  The 
estimates indicate that two billion believers live in the world today. What 
about those who have been justified since Jesus died?   Billions of people 
have been justified by the death of Jesus, our suffering servant.
  
When this was written it was prophetic.  This means it was to take place 
at a time in the future.  It says that at a point in the future, “He shall bear 
their iniquities.”  The word ‘iniquities’ means sins.  Jesus took those sins 
away by dying for them.  He received or took the death penalty for our 
sin.  He died in the place of all sinners, including you and me!  The holy 
and righteous Son of God became our sin and guilt offering.  He died in our 
place.

Give thanks to the Lord God for our suffering servant, Jesus!

_____________________________________________________________
1Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - Old Testament - The Bible Exposition Commen-
tary-The Prophets.
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WEEK 28 Lazarus ------------------------------------------------------Chris Watson

We often pray concerning certain situations.  We pray and believe, trust-
ing that God will answer exactly how we prayed.  Sometimes in the end 
though, God does not answer our prayers as we expected. We might ask 
“Does God not care?  Can He not hear us?  Is He too busy? Have we done 
something wrong that He won’t answer our prayers?”  Not necessarily.  At 
times, we pray and seek God and yet God sees fit to work differently than 
the way we pray that He will. Therefore we must trust Him.  In the account 
of Lazarus this week, we see that his family and friends wanted something 
for Lazarus that only Jesus could do. When Lazarus died, I’m certain they 
figured that was the end for Lazarus.

Day 1

First Read John 11:1-16

Lazarus was so sick that his sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word to Jesus 
that Lazarus was sick.  Obviously, Jesus and Lazarus were close, as the sis-
ters referred to Lazarus as “the one Jesus loved.” (verse 3)  I would expect 
verse 6 to say something like, “ Jesus left immediately and went to where 
Lazarus was” when it in fact says, “He stayed where He was two more 
days.” Wait, what?  Did we read that right?  Yes we did.  Jesus deliberately 
stayed where He was. He was setting it up so God would be glorified, as we 
will see in the next few days. 

We often cry out to God for healing, for relief from a situation we are in, 
for an answer to something, or, as in Paul’s case, for a thorn in our flesh to 
leave us.  Sometimes God answers our prayer in the way we expect or ask, 
and at other times He may not.  We know from the scriptures that God 
knows best, He knows what we need.  

Jesus told us to pray and ask specifically for what we want, but in the end 
to pray for His will to be done.  In other words, we are ultimately to trust 
Him for whatever the outcome may be.  Above all it’s for God’s glory and 
He tells us that He causes all things to work together for good to those 
that love Him and to those that are called according to His purpose. God 
may use what we call a “delay” to strengthen us, to work in us, or to get 
us ready for what He may be doing.  It may be painful. It certainly was for 
Lazarus’ family; they were hurting but God was still working. 
 
What are you trusting and believing God for today?  If He doesn’t answer 
the way you want Him to, will you still trust Him?  Will you follow Him?  
Will you put your hope in Him and will you ultimately obey Him?  Remem-
ber, He knows best and He is in control.  Trust Him today with whatever 
may be on your heart and mind.
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Day 2

First Read John 11:17-24

In John 11:15, Jesus told the disciples that for their sake He was glad that 
He wasn’t there when Lazarus was on his death bed.  He was glad because 
what was about to happen would help the disciples believe.  In other 
words, in God allowing the death of Lazarus, He was setting Jesus up to do 
His work and this would benefit the disciples’ belief and faith.

In verse 21 of today’s passage, Martha told Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.”  With her words Martha was ques-
tioning Jesus’ timing and His heart.  Of course she was mourning because 
she had just lost someone who was very close to her.  She followed up her 
first statement with “but even now I know that whatever You ask of God, 
God will give you.”  I’m sure part of her frustration was that Jesus wasn’t 
there when she thought He needed to be. But she still trusted Jesus, know-
ing that through God, Jesus could do anything at all.  Martha was struggling 
for sure.

I can associate with Martha, can you?  At times I have prayed and sought 
God for what only He could do.  In some instances I believed He should 
have worked in a certain way but He chose not to.  I still trusted Him but, 
like Martha, I was hurting and disappointed that it didn’t work out like I 
wanted.  Notice all the “I’s”?  It was all about what I wanted, my selfish-
ness, my desires, my hopes, etc.  God tells us to pray and seek Him and tell 
Him what’s on our hearts, but to ultimately trust Him and pray for His will 
to be done.  It doesn’t mean that we will understand it or embrace it. It 
doesn’t even mean that we like it but, in the end, we must trust God asking 
that His will be done and that His name be lifted high.  God often works in 
ways we don’t see to comfort, love, and encourage us as He walks this life 
with us.

Have you ever thought God was late in answering a prayer?  Have you ever 
thought God missed it?  Maybe you thought God was sleeping and just 
wasn’t aware of what was going on?  All of these thoughts have probably 
crossed our minds at some point or another but, in the end, we know God 
knows and does best!  We must trust His heart and trust His plan, even 
when we are hurting like Martha and it doesn’t make sense.   What are you 
struggling with today? Will you lay it at His feet, trusting and knowing that 
He knows best?
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Day 3

First Read John 11:25-27

Looking at today’s account, we grasp that Martha believed and trusted 
in God, believing that He could do anything.  However, she most likely 
believed that Lazarus was gone and that he would rise again, but not until 
the resurrection in the last day.  Jesus then responded to Martha, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this? (John 11:25-26)  Martha then affirmed that she truly believed this.

We know that when Adam and Eve sinned they died.  Of course, their 
physical death was not immediate, but they died spiritually. They were 
separated from God and eventually they died physically as well.  With the 
exception of Enoch and Elijah, everyone in the Bible experienced a physical 
death and, unless the Lord returns first, we too will experience a physical 
death. The physical death is a result of sin, as is the spiritual death.

Jesus said, however, that though we die (physically) we shall live and if we 
live (spiritually) we shall never die.  Paul puts it this way: to be absent from 
the body is to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8 KJV) While our 
physical bodies may die, our spirit and soul live on with Jesus for eternity. 
In time, God will create a New Heaven and a New Earth where we will 
spend eternity with Jesus and all those who know Jesus.  That is the hope 
that you and I have, praise the Lord!
  
At most funerals I have presided over I ask myself this question, “How does 
anyone do death without hope?”  As believers, we don’t grieve as those 
without hope but as those who have hope; hope in Jesus. Amen.  Our be-
lief and our hope is not casual.  In Jesus’ time many Jews were God fearing 
people and sought to do what was right before God, although sometimes 
with wrong motives.  Some Jews believed it was more than just a casual be-
lief in Jesus. Rather, it was their life and all that they needed.  Their belief is 
exactly as ours should be, a belief to follow God wherever He leads, a belief 
to die to ourselves and follow Him. He is all we need. 

Is your commitment to Jesus a casual commitment or are you all in?  Is it 
just a commitment to “escape hell” and “go to heaven” or is it to know and 
walk with God?  Pray and ask God to help you commit all you are to all of 
who He is.  After all, in times of life and death, He is truly all we need. 
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Day 4

First Read John 11:28-53

We know that Jesus is totally God and He was also totally man.  However, 
we are vividly reminded of this in the account of Lazarus being raised from 
the dead.  Mary told Jesus, “Lord if you would have been here my brother 
would not have died.” (verse 32)  When Mary relayed this she was essen-
tially saying, “Jesus, you got this one wrong.”  But Jesus knew what God 
was doing.

Note that even though Jesus knew what was to come, He was still over-
come with emotion.  Verse 35, the shortest verse in the Bible reads, “Jesus 
wept.”  Did Jesus weep because He got it wrong, because He was too late, 
or because nothing could be done now?  No, none of these statements are 
true.  Rather, when Jesus saw the sorrow of Mary, Martha, and the other 
mourners, He wept right along with them.  Jesus had compassion and 
mourned with them.  The original language indicates that Jesus cried tears 
of compassion for His friends.  Romans 12:15 tells us to rejoice with those 
who rejoice and weep with those who weep.  Jesus was doing just that.

Jesus did, in fact, raise Lazarus from the dead for His glory and for the oth-
ers to see and believe (verse 42).  The rest of today’s passage tells us that 
when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the Jews and religious leaders 
gathered and they “plotted to take His life.”(verse 53)

Think about Jesus weeping.  Have you ever wept, really wept?  Have you 
ever been at a loss for words? Have you ever been hurting and crying and 
felt you had nowhere to turn? I believe we can be certain that Jesus weeps 
for us.  I believe He weeps when we weep and He rejoices when we rejoice. 
But I also believe He weeps because He sees the effects of sin.  Had there 
been no sin in the world Lazarus would not have died because there would 
be no death.  But the scripture tells us that Jesus saw the results of sin and 
His heart was troubled.   

Isn’t it a relief to know that God mourns when we mourn, that He feels 
our pain?  He understands what we are going through and He is always 
there for us. Whether or not that healing we asked for occurs or what we 
are asking for ends up the way we want, our hope is always in Jesus.  He 
knows what we are feeling and, although we may feel the results of sin in 
general, God is in control and He is a great father.  Thank the Lord for His 
compassion and that He knows what we are going through. He is our hope 
and our peace.   We know death is the result of sin and sin is disobedience 
toward God.  As you begin or end each day ask God to help you overcome 
sin through Him. 
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Day 5

First Read Hosea 13:14

Hosea 13:14 was a prophecy that spoke directly about Jesus hundreds of 
years before His birth, His death, and His resurrection.  Dictionary.com 
defines ransom as “a sum of money or other payment demanded or paid 
for the release of a prisoner.”  As sinners we were imprisoned by our sins, 
weighed down by sin itself and its effects.  There was no hope of being 
saved from our sins; we would only go deeper in sin, deeper in trouble, and 
deeper in the mire.  Scripture tells us we were bought with a price and we 
are not our own, Jesus “ransomed” us.

The payment for our ransom was Jesus’ blood.  Jesus’ blood redeemed 
our sin, despair, and our condemnation. They were exchanged for sinless-
ness, hope, and freedom in Jesus.  Scripture also reminds us that no other 
payment would suffice except for Jesus’ blood, for without the shedding of 
blood (sinless) there is no forgiveness of sin. 
 
Hosea also used the word “redeem,” which means to exchange or buy 
back.  God, through His blood, exchanged our certain death for His life, our 
despair for His peace, and our guiltiness for His clean slate.  What we could 
not do on our own God did for us, praise the Lord.  No matter the amount 
of money we could pay or good deeds we could do, they would never be 
enough to fulfill God’s demands for holiness.  God has given us victory 
through His Son.

Paul put in perfectly in 1 Corinthians 15:53-57 when he wrote, “For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immor-
tality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”  ‘O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory?’ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law.  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

Thanks be to God for what He has done!  Thank God for His death and for 
redeeming us in His Son. 
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WEEK 29 JESUS AND ZACCHAEUS ---------------------Dennis Watson

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, but He had one more place to go before 
the event known as the “Triumphal Entry to Jerusalem” took place, and 
He would face the final week of His life.  He entered and passed through 
Jericho.  In doing so he encountered and healed a blind man and then He 
found and saved Zacchaeus.  We see in this week’s passages that Jesus did 
truly come “to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) He did 
this as He lived.  He traveled from town to town and in these travels He 
encountered people—the lost.

Day 1

First Read Luke 18:35-43

Jesus was traveling to Jericho and on the way crowds gathered along the 
road and were obviously making a lot of noise.  A blind beggar was seated 
along the road and asked what the commotion was all about and he was 
told that Jesus of Nazareth was coming down the road.  Immediately, the 
blind beggar began to shout, “Jesus Son of David, have mercy on me.”  His 
words gave him away as one who believed in the coming Messiah and 
he believed that Jesus was the Messiah.  He called Jesus “Son of David.”  
This was a title that makes us aware that the blind beggar believed Jesus 
to be more than just a man but the promised Messiah.  The blind beggar 
believed that Jesus could heal his blindness.  He could not be discouraged 
from crying out to Jesus.  The blind beggar believed that Jesus was his only 
hope.  His persistence got the attention of Jesus and Jesus ordered that 
the man be brought to Him.  When Jesus asked the blind beggar what he 
wanted the response was that he wanted to see.  I believe the blind beggar 
was oblivious to everything else around him.  He knew Jesus was his only 
hope.  Jesus told the blind man two things—“receive your sight; your faith 
has made you well.” (verse 42)

The blind man received his sight and by his faith he received much more; 
his faith had made him well.  Not only could he see but he was saved—de-
livered from his lostness.  The blind beggar sought Jesus in his desperation.  
He knew Jesus was his only hope.  He had nowhere else and no one else 
to turn to.  He was all alone with Jesus in his desperation and Jesus healed 
him and made him whole.

When was the last time you desperately cried out to Jesus knowing you 
had nowhere else to turn and no one else to turn to?  The old hymn says, 
“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”  
Until the blind beggar heard Jesus was coming, he had no hope.  When he 
met Jesus He became his only hope.  Is He your only hope?  Believe it or 
not, He is your only hope.
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Day 2

First Read Luke 19:1-8

The very first words of this passage say that Jesus “entered and passed 
though Jericho.”  He was traveling from Samaria to Jerusalem but He took 
what appeared to be a detour to go to Jericho.  He also entered and passed 
through when He came to earth; He was on a mission.  The mission was 
to seek and to save that which was lost.  He knew there were at least two 
people in Jericho that were lost whom He needed to save.  Yesterday, we 
looked at a blind beggar.  Jesus went there because He knew the blind beg-
gar needed to be saved.  He also knew there was a chief tax collector there 
who also needed salvation.  It may appear that Zacchaeus was seeking Je-
sus but the reality is Jesus went seeking Zacchaeus.  Tax collectors worked 
for the Roman government and had to pay a certain amount of money to 
the Roman government to cover the taxes of their region.  Anything they 
collected over that amount was their pay.  These tax collectors were ruth-
less cheats.  They were despised by the Jewish people who were citizens of 
Rome. 
 
Perhaps Zacchaeus, a tax collector, was weary with his job, knowing that 
he was cheating people and getting rich off of them.  He wanted to get a 
glimpse of Jesus but he got much more.  He was a small man, and in order 
to see Jesus he had to climb up into a sycamore tree.  There he waited for 
Jesus and His entourage, hoping to hide in the tree beneath the cover of 
the leaves.  Zacchaeus did not know that Jesus was looking for him, He was 
seeking him.  When Jesus looked up into the tree and saw Zacchaeus, Jesus 
told him to come down quickly because He was going to his house right 
then!

This was the beginning of Zacchaeus getting much more than he bargained 
for.  He joyfully came down out of the tree and took Jesus to his house.  
We are not privy to what went on between them but we can imagine.  It is 
obvious that Zacchaeus was convicted of the wrong he had done as a tax 
collector.  He said that he was going to give half of his possessions to the 
poor, and repay those he had cheated, four times the amount he owed!  
Zacchaeus was a changed man!  He repented and sought to do what was 
right.  Tomorrow we will see exactly what happened.

I am so glad Jesus came seeking the lost.  He found me and I am a new 
man!  What about you?
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Day 3

First Read Luke 19:9-10

The gospel is the message of the New Testament.  The gospel is the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ to accomplish salvation for sinners.  
The Bible teaches that all people are sinners.  Zacchaeus was a sinner.  He 
had been cheating people out of their money.  He had become rich at the 
expense of others.  Although in terms of the world’s riches Zacchaeus was 
a rich man, he came to realize that he was actually poor.  He wanted to see 
Jesus.  The Lord God was drawing Zacchaeus to Jesus.  Jesus told Zacchae-
us, “Today salvation has come to this house.” (verse 9) This did not mean 
that the act of giving to the poor had saved Zacchaeus, but that his change 
in lifestyle was a sign of his changed life.  Zacchaeus was a descendant of 
Abraham by birth and therefore had a right to enter the kingdom.  It was 
not his birth heritage that saved him.  His birth heritage made him a Jew 
and, at this point, Jesus had come only for the Jews.  It was his relationship 
to Jesus that saved him.

What Zacchaeus didn’t know was that Jesus was on His way through Jeri-
cho to go to Jerusalem, where soon He would be arrested, falsely charged, 
found guilty, beaten, and nailed to a cross.  That is what Jesus was doing.  
He had come to seek and to save the lost.  He was traveling to Jerusalem 
to become the payment and solution for Zacchaeus’ sin.  Zacchaeus got 
far more than he bargained for.  He just wanted to see Jesus, and he did.
But Jesus also went to his home.  He told him of His plan to seek and save 
lost sinners.  Zacchaeus placed his faith in Jesus and his first step of being a 
follower of Jesus was to stop cheating people and make restitution.  Repen-
tance is always followed by obedience.

What about you?  Are you a Jesus follower?  If so, follow closely and be 
alert to repent and be obedient as you follow Him.
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Day 4

First Read Luke 19:11-27

The popularity of Jesus was certainly at an all-time high.  Jesus had raised 
Lazarus from the dead.  He had healed a blind man and now He had spent 
a little time with Zacchaeus, who had become a changed man.  Zacchaeus 
had cheated people in his tax collecting business but now he was restoring 
to them four times the amount he had taken from them  The disciples and 
others knew that Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem and they believed that 
it was at this time He would establish His rule as King.  They did not under-
stand that He was going to Jerusalem to die a brutal death by crucifixion.  
So He told them a parable to show them that the kingdom of God was not 
going to come soon.

The parable pointed to Jesus.  He was the nobleman in the parable.  He 
had been sent by God and had given to His followers the gospel represent-
ed by the “mina.”  A mina was three months’ salary for a working man.   
Remember this is about the kingdom.  The noble man would leave and 
return expecting something to be done with the mina he had entrusted 
to ten people.  For us the parable is teaching first that Jesus has entrusted 
something to us—the gospel.  He has gone away but will return and expect 
that we have been faithful with the gospel message He entrusted to us.  
Some will put it to work by faithfully sharing it and gaining a following of 
the gospel message.  Those are faithful servants who are busy about His 
work, anticipating His return and the establishment of His kingdom.  The 
one servant was unfaithful because he feared his master.  He did nothing; 
he hid the mina and was rebuked and what he had been given was taken 
away and given to the one who had been faithful and increased tenfold.

Jesus left us with the message of the gospel.  He is coming again to set up 
His eternal kingdom.  He is expecting that we will be faithful and obedient 
and put the gospel to work and achieve gain.  Two servants in the parable 
were faithful.  One was unfaithful.  

Are you expecting Jesus to return?  Are you living faithfully with the gospel 
He has entrusted to you?  When He returns, will you have the opportunity 
to present to Him fruit of the gospel?
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 11:10-16

Growing in my yard are a few chinaberry trees.  I had chinaberry trees in my 
yard when I was a kid and they were great trees for climbing.  They have a 
root system that has shallow feeders and those roots will often have little 
trees or shoots grow from them.  Isaiah wrote that from the root of Jesse a 
banner would grow.  The root became a banner, that banner was Jesus.  The 
banner, Jesus, will be for the rallying of the people of God, Israel. They will 
be gathered from all over the earth and brought to Jerusalem.  It will be like 
a second exodus as The Lord God will open the way for His people to return 
to their land.  The ultimate goal will be the kingdom of God in the millen-
nium and the gathering of all of God’s people, including the gentiles who 
come to Him by faith.  

For the Jews who remained faithful, these words of the future regathering 
of Israel back to their homeland would have been extremely encouraging.  
Equally, this was and is encouraging to the non-Jews.  Most of those reading 
this devotion today are non-Jews.  We are gentiles.  He will not only provide 
the banner, which is Jesus Christ, to gather scattered Israel; He will provide 
the banner for the nations, the gentiles, who through Jesus Christ have been 
grafted in.  Eight hundred years before Jesus came as the prophesied banner 
which is from the root of Jesse, this picture was given.  When that day 
comes we will rejoice that Jesus, from the root of Jesse, is also our banner.  
Jesus put it this way, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.”   Jesus is the banner who gathers and rallies 
His own to Himself.

Give thanks to The Lord God that He is your banner!
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WEEK 30 The Triumphal Entry --------------------------- Chris Watson

Have you ever had someone sing your praises one minute and, seemingly 
a minute later, turn around and think you are the worst person on earth?  
This week we will see Jesus riding into Jerusalem to the people laying 
down palm branches and singing His praises.  Then just days later, possibly 
some of the same people were calling for His crucifixion.  People, including 
myself, can be fickle and too often we choose to go along with the crowd 
rather than thinking for ourselves.  Instead, we should choose to follow 
Jesus, no matter what others think or do.

Day 1

First Read John 12:1-8

It is thought that in today’s economy, the amount of perfume that Mary 
used to wash Jesus’ feet would cost over $35,000.  Judas expressed his 
opinion that it was such a waste for her to use the perfume for Jesus when 
she could have sold the perfume and given the money to the poor.  Con-
trary to what he said, we know that Judas was the keeper of the money 
and from time to time he took money.  He had no real concern for the 
poor; his thoughts were for himself and his desire to have the money avail-
able for the taking.

Jesus served and met many needs, the poor included.  The Gospels direct 
us to care for the poor and needy, but the focus in this passage is Jesus’ 
coming death.  Mary’s attention was on Jesus, so she spared no expense 
while He was in her presence.  She might have sensed that the time was 
near.  She gave Jesus all she had in worship of Him.  What about us?

I am not saying we must literally take all we have, sell it, and give the 
proceeds to God, His Church, or the poor, unless God leads you to that con-
clusion.  But what about our attitude toward giving God all we have?  What 
about laying ourselves at Jesus’ feet with reckless abandon?  Why not trust 
Him with all that we have: our lives, our families, our homes, our cars, and 
anything else we consider to be ours?  After all, it is all His, anyway; we are 
merely the stewards of what He has given us.  Mary knew who Jesus was 
and she wanted to give Him all that she had, including herself.  Will we do 
the same?  If I am honest with myself, sometimes I give Jesus only some of 
what I am and have, the parts that I might not miss or that I’m comfortable 
with handing over to Him.  But all?  Everything?  Yes!  Jesus wants it all!  He 
wants our hearts, minds, spirits, souls, attitudes, and even our possessions, 
to be under His control.  Today, consider how you might release more 
of yourself to Jesus so that one day you will be totally under His control.  
Think of some ways you can practically and obediently give Him all that you 
are and all that you have.



18

Day 2

First Read John 12:9-19

Jeremiah 33:17 tells us “David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne of 
the house of Israel.”  Many Jews would have been familiar with this passage 
and we know that some were already beginning to believe and follow 
Jesus. So many in fact, that to the religious leaders, it seemed almost as if 
the whole world was following Him (John 12:19).  Granted, we now know 
that some of the “followers” were calling for His crucifixion within just a 
few days.

Our passage today reminds us of the real issue, which was that it looked 
as though the religious leaders were losing their positions of power and 
influence among the people. Many of their followers had transferred their 
attention to Jesus and away from their religious leaders.  Again, John 12:19 
reminds us that this really bothered the Pharisees and the other religious 
leaders, more because of their status and the potential loss of that status, 
than out of concern for the people and their spiritual lives.  In fact, one of 
the reasons that these leaders wanted to put Jesus to death was because 
they perceived Him as a threat to their positions, as competition for them.

Jesus competes with no one.  In fact, scripture tells us that we cannot serve 
both God and money (or whatever else you might be tempted to put be-
fore God).  In other words, we cannot serve our own pride, greed, desires, 
will, or selfishness and seek to serve God.  God will not compete; He wants 
our entire being.

God won’t compete with “our agenda,” either.  At times, we make every-
thing about us. It’s what we want and what we want to accomplish even if 
what we want might be considered “good”.  While in the process we leave 
God and His wisdom and direction totally out of our decision-making. But 
it’s not about me and it’s not about you; it never has been and if we think it 
is, we are wrong.  It’s not my kingdom or my family or my church.  Every-
thing is God’s.  Therefore, I cannot be selfish about what I want or, like the 
Pharisees, start panicking about what I’ll do when the focus is rightfully 
turned away from me and back to Jesus and His plan.  Don’t we want to be 
in His heart, His will, and His plan?  Isn’t that what really changes people?  
We are simply instruments or tools in His process.  We must be able to turn 
to God and say, “It’s not about me, as if You should do things my way.  You 
alone are God and I surrender to Your ways.”2

________________________________________
2”Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” Paul Oakley, 1996, Integrity Music.
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Have you made your life about you lately?  Have you had a pity party about 
not getting your way?  Have you decided to take your toys and go home?  
Ask God to change your heart.  Ask Him what He wants, what His plan is, 
and what He wants to accomplish in and through you.  Surrender to Him 
and ask to be part of His plan.
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Day 3

First Read John 12:20-33

John 12:25-26 reads, “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone serves Me, let him 
follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.  If anyone serves 
Me, him My Father will honor.”  These verses contradict what the world 
says.  In fact, in Matthew 20:16, we read that those who want to be first 
will be last and those who want to be served will be the servants.  Jesus 
was explaining to us that it’s not about our lives, our will, or our desires; it’s 
all about God’s plan.  If we surrender to Him and die to ourselves and begin 
to serve and follow Jesus, we are doing what God desires.

Jesus’ time of death was near and He wanted His disciples and other fol-
lowers to grasp this truth, so they would follow Him completely.  Jesus told 
them that He, the Son of Man, came to serve, not to be served, and to give 
His life as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).  In our passage today, Jesus 
was well on His way to being crucified for your sins and mine, on His way 
to fulfilling His Father’s will so that you and I could be saved.  Jesus’ life was 
not about Himself,  it was about doing His Father’s will and carrying out 
God’s plans.  He told His followers that through doing His Father’s will and 
dying on the cross, He would draw all men to Himself (John 12:32-33).

Jesus was troubled (John 12:27), but He knew that this was the reason that 
He had come, to free people from their sins.  Jesus was all about doing His 
Father’s business.  Whose business are you about?  Your own?  Someone 
else’s?  We are to be about Jesus’ business and no one else’s.  We are to 
serve Him and serve Him alone.  Jesus was so much about His Father’s busi-
ness that He saved us from eternal damnation and an eternity apart from 
Him. You and I should be about God’s business, so much that we, through 
God’s drawing and power, seek to point others to God so they might be 
saved.

As you begin or end your day, ask yourself whether or not you are about 
God’s business.  Ask God how He might have you join Him in carrying out 
His will so you can be focused on Him and less concerned with yourself.
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Day 4

First Read John 12:34-50

Jesus gave people many reasons to believe in Him during His ministry on 
earth.  In addition, the Old Testament scriptures point directly to Him.  
Though He did many signs and wonders, the people still didn’t believe in 
Him and it is implied that they didn’t really want to believe (John 12:37-43).  
Adam Clark says, “Why?  Because they did not believe the report of the 
prophets concerning Christ; therefore they credited not the miracles which 
he wrought as a proof that he was the person foretold by the prophets, and 
promised to their fathers.  Having thus resisted the report of the proph-
ets, and the evidence of Christ’s own miracles, God gave them up to the 
darkness and hardness of their own hearts, so that they continued to reject 
every overture of Divine mercy; and God refused to heal their national 
wound, but, on the contrary, commissioned the Romans against them, so 
that their political existence was totally destroyed.”3 The people were given 
many chances to believe and put their trust in Jesus and yet they continued 
to deny Jesus and do things their own way.

Praise God, some did believe! (John 12:42-43). But they did not make a 
public confession, because they didn’t want to be put out of the syna-
gogue, as they enjoyed the prestige they had there.  They saw Jesus as 
the light in a dark world so they sought to follow Him but still retain the 
approval of men.  Honestly, we cannot have things both ways.  Either we 
follow God, whether or not others follow along with us, or we follow men 
and their philosophies.  When we truly believe in Jesus and His good news, 
we cannot keep it inside.  Jesus told His listeners that He was the light 
of the world and whoever believes in Him should not abide in darkness, 
meaning we should not continue in sin, nor should we hide the fact that we 
believe in Jesus.

Scripture tells us (Matthew 10 and Luke 12) that we are to confess our 
Father before men and follow Him.  If we deny Jesus, He will also deny us 
before His Father in heaven.  In other words, there is no such thing as a 
closet Christian.  We cannot be Christians and keep the news to ourselves.  
To the contrary, we will be compelled to share the news with others.  We 
will desire to be in the light as God is in the light and share with the world 
and other believers what God has done for us.  Are you ashamed of your 
faith, of your God?  Confess Him before men and confess Him to the world.  
They need to know.  Do what the four men did when they brought their 
paralyzed friend to Jesus; they abandoned all and did what they could to 
help their friend, regardless of what others thought or said.  We must stand 
on the Truth and for the Truth.  That Truth is the person, Jesus Christ.
_________________
3Adam Clarke Commentary
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 6:9-10

To some the Gospel is great and glorious, while to others it is a stumbling 
block.  To some it is the best news ever and to others it is something to 
ridicule.  Why is that?  By the grace and love of God, some have seen the 
Gospel as salvation and hope for now and eternity.  Yet others are so blind-
ed and caught up in sin and in their own desires that they cannot hear or 
grasp the reality of the Gospel.

Some people’s hearts have become hardened to the preaching of the 
Gospel, while the hearts of others have been softened by the very same 
Gospel and they have received salvation from God through Jesus’ death on 
the cross.  It all goes back to darkness and light.  If someone lived in a dark 
room for years, making that dark room all that person had ever known, and 
someone comes in and turns on a light, the person who had lived in dark-
ness for so long might beg for the light to be turned back off.  That person 
would have no concept of light and it would probably hurts his eyes.  The 
same is true of spiritual blindness.  Many live in spiritual darkness (sin) 
daily.  They are used to i; they even enjoy it. When the Gospel is preached, 
they don’t want to hear it, because it makes them uncomfortable, so they 
try to avoid exposure to God’s Word.  They want people to stop talking 
about it, to make it go away, because they would rather continue to live in 
the darkness, comfortable with their sin, than to have their sins exposed to 
others and have to deal with those sins.

Matthew Henry adds, “God sends Isaiah to foretell the ruin of his people.  
Many hear the sound of God’s word, but do not feel the power of it.  God 
sometimes, in righteous judgment, gives men up to blindness of mind, 
because they will not receive the truth in the love of it.  But no humble 
inquirer after Christ, need to fear this awful doom, which is a spiritual 
judgment on those who will still hold fast their sins.  Let every one pray for 
the enlightening of the Holy Spirit, that he may perceive how precious are 
the Divine mercies, by which alone we are secured against this dreadful 
danger.”4

We must constantly seek to be in the light and our prayer must be for God 
to open the eyes of those in the darkness, to pull them from their blind-
ness, and to allow them to see the Truth for what it really is. 
 
How can God use you today to shine His light in a dark world?  Who has 
God prepared for you to share the Gospel with today?  Be the light!

________________________
4Matthew Henry Concise Commentary 



23

WEEK 31 The Widow’s Offering------------------------ Dennis Watson

Jesus was concerned about the inconsistency between what was in a per-
son’s heart and how they presented themselves to the public.  The religious 
leaders in His day had an appearance that differed from their heart condi-
tions.  They looked like servants of God to the eye, but in reality they were 
cheating widows and praying prayers only for show.  The widow appeared 
poor, but had a rich spirit.  The disciples were prone to be impressed with 
the appearance of the temple, but it was soon to be destroyed.  There was 
a misalignment between what was on the lips and what was in the heart.  
This week we will look at passages that address this discrepancy that is a 
danger in religion.

Day 1

First Read Luke 20:45-47

Jesus spoke directly to His disciples, but did so in a way that all around Him 
could hear Him.  He warned them about the religious leaders.  First, He 
warned them about display.  He said that the religious leaders liked to walk 
around with the long flowing robes, each one relishing the appearance of 
his position and flaunting it.  Second, He warned them about the danger 
of seeking attention.  The religious leaders enjoyed being greeted in the 
market place.  Third, He warned them about seeking prominence.  The reli-
gious leaders liked their special seating in the synagogue and at the feasts.  
Fourth, He warned them about the religious leaders’ propensity for taking 
money from the poor widows.  Last, He warned them about praying only 
for show, not focusing on God.  Jesus told them that for these reasons, the 
religious leaders would face greater condemnation.

What do you suppose the real issue was?  I think it was their inconsisten-
cy.  They expressed one message with their lips, but their lives expressed a 
completely different message.   How did they get to this point?  They may 
have grown cold to the point that they just went through the motions, to 
the extent that they even slipped into wrong and illegal behavior.  Could 
it be that they learned this at home?  Too often, religious inconsistency is 
a learned behavior.  Parents who live one way at church and another way 
at home or away from church, professing a belief that they don’t live out 
in their daily lives, demonstrate a lack of depth in their faith.  Jesus was 
warning the people against practicing what they don’t really believe.  The 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day were often fakes.  They did the right things, 
but frequently from impure motives, rather than from a real and living faith 
in the one true God whom they were supposedly serving.  Over time, their 
real motives became evident to those around them.
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Please pray that we will all have true depth in our walks with Jesus and 
that we will live from the inside out.  Make sure you are living a consistent, 
godly life.
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Day 2

First Read Luke 21:1-4

In stark contrast to the religious leaders Jesus warned about in yesterday’s 
passage, today we meet a widow.  Jesus used what she did as an example 
to follow.  Jesus saw the people putting their gifts into the temple trea-
sury and, as He often did, began to use this as a teachable moment for His 
followers.  He pointed out that the widow had put into the treasury what 
amounted to 1/8 of a cent, yet He commended her gift, because she had 
given out of her poverty, “all the livelihood that she had.”  She had given 
all she had, whereas others gave out of their abundance or surplus.  Jesus 
knew that for the temple expenses, her gift would not go very far.  That was 
not His point.  Jesus measures differently than you and I.  He measures not 
what you give, but what you keep for yourself.

As believers, followers of Jesus Christ, we live by grace, not by law.  The 
tithe (one tenth) is the beginning place and grace always goes beyond the 
law.  What you keep for yourself should indicate grace giving.  This widow 
was trusting God with her whole being.  She gave from the abundance of 
her heart.  God told Samuel, “man looks on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).  For many people, the tithe 
often comes out of their surplus.  When I think of this, my mind goes to a 
man of God who set an example for us and we would be safe to follow his 
example.  Truett Cathy was the founder and president of Chick-fil-A.  He 
was a godly man who taught Sunday School to young boys for 50 years.  He 
was also a billionaire at the time of his death late in 2014.  More than that, 
he was a giver.  He gave much more than he kept for himself.  He made a 
life by giving, rather than keeping.

Jesus applauded the widow and used her as an example of abundant giv-
ing.  Have you ever thought about getting to the point of giving more than 
you keep?  The tithe is the starting line, not the finish line.  The heart of 
the giver displays the desire to give more and more.  What is on the inside 
matters more than the outward display.  The woman demonstrated the 
connection between her heart faith and her actions.

Why not begin to consider what you give and what you keep?  It is a good 
time to think about growing in your faith by growing your giving.
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Day 3

First Read Mark 12:41-44

Many of you who are reading this were high school and middle school stu-
dents in the 1990s and may remember a youth speaker named Dave Busby.  
Dave was a powerful speaker who touched the hearts of students and 
adults, especially me.  His book, “The Heart of the Matter:  Moving from 
the External Pressure of Religion to the Internal Passion of Christianity” 
was powerful and our focus this week agrees with the title.  It is the heart 
motive that matters, rather than what we can display through trying to live 
up to religious demands.

Today we are connecting our topic to the gospel message.  We all have a 
choice to make.  Will we be like the widow or like the rich people in this 
biblical historical account?  Will our hearts reflect a giving spirit, as she did, 
or will we hold on to as much as we can as we give what we feel we must 
to be “good Christians.”  Remember, it is the heart that matters.  The wid-
ow was not following the ways of the world and self-gratification.  She was 
making her choices and decisions from a different heart.  By giving all she 
had, she chose to trust God, rather than money.  God knows what is in our 
hearts and He knows that our hearts are often focused on evil.

God sent Jesus to deal with our corrupt evil hearts.  Jesus died on the cross 
and was raised to life again, so that we, too, can die to ourselves and be 
raised with Him to eternal life.  “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:11) 
When we are following Jesus, we are counting self as dead to sin, but alive 
to Him.  This is the power of the Holy Spirit living in and through the Jesus 
follower.  By giving all she had, the widow was trusting the Lord God above 
worldly riches.  Jesus commended her faith.

Consider the word of Jesus in this regard, “Then He said to them all, ‘If any-
one desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow Me.’”  (Luke 9:23, NKJV)

Live as a follower of Jesus, dead to sin and alive to Him.
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Day 4

First Read Mark 13:1-2

I remember watching the Atlanta Fulton County Stadium being built.  I was 
always excited to go up the interstate, through downtown Atlanta, with 
my parents and see what progress had been made.  I was thrilled to see 
and anticipate its completion, which would coincide with the Milwaukee 
Braves coming to Atlanta to become the Atlanta Braves.  Later, I watched 
as it was systematically destroyed by implosion in 1997.  When I was just 
a teenager, my daddy would take me to games.  The stadium was impres-
sive and I was amazed.  Yet, only thirty-two years later, it was demolished.  
Jesus’ disciples were equally amazed by the temple and its huge stones.  
His disciples were more impressed with this marvel than they were with 
Jesus.  They missed the idea that the temple was to point to Jesus, the 
true temple in Whom the presence of God lived.  Jesus referred to His own 
body as the temple (John 2:21).

Jesus shocked them back into reality by telling them that there would 
come a day that the temple would be destroyed and not one stone would 
be left upon another.  Some of the stones were massive, some as long as 
thirty feet, yet they would be thrown down.  About forty years later, this 
prophecy became a reality when the temple was destroyed by the Romans 
in 70 AD.

The disciples seemed to miss this idea.  Like the old Atlanta Stadium, the 
temple no longer exists.  The disciples’ eyes were on the wrong thing.  
They were missing the real deal, Jesus, and His plan for a far greater tem-
ple not built with human hands.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:16, “For 
you are the temple of the living God.”  Peter wrote “Coming to Him as to 
a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 
5you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.” 1 Peter 2:4-5 (NKJV)

Jesus was the temple of God.  He has made His followers into a living 
house, the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Don’t become overwhelmed with 
man’s buildings.  Be in awe of what God has built in the body of Christ.

Give thanks for the living building of God, the body of Christ.
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 29:13-14

We began this week talking about the discrepancy between what is in a 
person’s heart and how that person lives life.  Being a Jesus follower is 
more than trying to be good and going to church.  In fact, the reality is 
that any attempts we make to be good might be an indicator of the real 
problem.  When we choose to be “crucified with Christ,” we choose to let 
Him live in and through us.  This is an ongoing experience as we daily count 
ourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  In today’s passage, 
Isaiah wrote about the problem that faces religious people, they “honor me 
with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from me.”  I only know 
to call this a “disconnect” between what we profess and the very essence 
of our lives.  This is called hypocrisy, saying one thing while doing and/or 
living another.

The followers of Jesus should seek to live by heart.  By that, I mean the 
relationship with Jesus that rules the heart should be the overflow of 
living.  For instance, I often hear Jesus followers say, “I will never be able 
to forgive that person.”  Yet, they claim to be a forgiving people.  They may 
even teach forgiveness as God’s way for all of His people.  Do you see this 
disconnect?  We are hard on the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, but fail to 
see our own hypocrisy.  Every thought, attitude, and act should flow from 
the place where Jesus resides on the throne of our hearts.  Jesus is salva-
tion!  He rules in our hearts.  He made it clear that to follow Him is to deny 
self and take up one’s cross.

Ask the Lord to enable you to live with Jesus as Lord over all aspects of 
your life, even in those areas that it seems impossible to submit to Him.  
What is impossible with man is possible with God (Matthew 19:26).
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WEEK 32 Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet ---------- Chris Watson

In the Gospels we see Jesus ask His disciples to follow Him, but we never 
see Him ask His disciples to do something he had not already done or was 
not willing to do Himself.  Jesus was the perfect model; He did not instruct 
His followers to do something and then leave them on their own to do 
it.  Rather, He guided and led them by His own example.  We see this very 
vividly in our account today.

Day 1

First Read Mark 10:32-45

The rest of this week’s devotions  will be devoted to servanthood and the 
example that Jesus gave while washing His disciples’ feet.  In our passage 
today, Jesus was sharing what was to come with His disciples.  He told 
them that He would be betrayed, condemned to death, mocked, and killed, 
but that He would rise again on the third day.  We might logically expect 
to read of the disciples’ sadness or of questions they might have had for 
Jesus.  That’s not what happened.  Instead, James and John were more 
concerned about their position in God’s kingdom.

Do you see what just happened?   The situation went from Jesus soon to 
be betrayed, mocked, and killed to “Oh, okay, thanks Jesus, but will we be 
able to sit at your right and left in Your kingdom?”  In other words, their 
concern was about who would be the greatest when all was said and done.  
I am quick to think, “Really, guys, you turned Jesus’ death into who of you 
would be the greatest in His kingdom?”  Yet, I have done similar things, my-
self.  At times I have sought to turn the focus from Jesus to myself .  I have 
tried to take the glory for myself or shift the spotlight from Jesus to me.

Jesus was coming to the end of His life and two of His disciples were 
wondering who was the best among them.  Jesus gave an answer that they 
were not really seeking.  The greatest among us shall be our servant and 
whoever desires to be first shall be last and, of course, Jesus follows this up 
by telling them that He came to serve, not to be served.  Jesus was like no 
other king they had seen or heard of.  He came to do the King’s business 
and to serve others, at the same time.  He instructed His followers to do 
the same thing.

Is this life about you or is it about Jesus?  Are you concerned with being 
in the spotlight or being thought of as the greatest or the best?  Ask God 
to help you be a servant and serve Him while keeping the focus where it 
belongs, squarely on Jesus.  After all, He is our life.  How can you serve 
someone today?  Think and pray for some practical ways that you might 
make much of Jesus today.
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Day 2

First Read John 13:1-5

In yesterday’s devotion, we were reminded that Jesus came to serve, not to 
be served.  In fact, He came to give His life as a ransom for many.  In today’s 
passage, we see Jesus carrying out a service to those closest to Him, His 
disciples.  He was doing for them what was usually done by the lowliest of 
servants.  Adam Clarke notes, “This was the office of the meanest slaves.  
When David sent to Abigail, to inform her that he had chosen her for wife, 
she arose and said:  Behold, let thy handmaid be a Servant, to Wash the 
Feet of the Servants of my lord, 1 Samuel 12:41.”5  The foot washing “job” 
was truly one for a servant to perform.  So, when Jesus began washing the 
disciples’ feet, they would have known that He was serving them and they 
would have been reminded of the conversation between Him and the two 
disciples who were so concerned about being first in the kingdom.

Jesus, by example, was showing the disciples exactly what He was sent 
here to do.  In Jesus’ time, there were no sneakers or closed-toed shoes.  
Sandals were the footware of the day and they walked almost everywhere 
they went.  The disciples’ feet could have been caked with mud, covered 
with dry and nasty dirt, or just plain smelly from walking all day.  As Jesus 
washed their feet, He was demonstrating to them that nothing was be-
neath Him.  Jesus was the servant of all servants.

Throughout the gospels, Jesus modeled servanthood for us.  In following 
Him, we are to serve others, including both those who believe as we do 
and those who don’t along with those who look like us and those who 
don’t.  God has called us to serve when it is easy and to serve when it is 
difficult.  In this account, Jesus served those who were closest to Him.  How 
can you serve those closest to you today?  Whether that includes your 
spouse, children, parents, siblings, co-workers, or best friend, how can you 
serve them today and do it in such as way that you bring glory to God?

__________________
5 Adam Clarke Commentary
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Day 3

First Read John 13:6-11

Jesus began to wash His disciples’ feet.  When He came to Peter, Peter said, 
“You shall never wash my feet.”  He quickly changed his mind after Jesus 
told him that if He didn’t wash Peter’s feet, Peter could have no part with 
Him.  Peter then asked Jesus to wash his entire body.

Take note that this passage illustrates more than the simple washing of His 
disciples’ feet.  The foot washing was foretelling what would happen as 
Jesus died on the cross, washing away the sins of the world.  The passage 
seems to indicate that Jesus washed the feet of all of the disciples, includ-
ing those of Judas.  However, Jesus told Peter “you are clean, but not every 
one of you” (John 13:10).  He knew who would betray Him.  Though Judas’ 
feet were washed, he was not truly clean, because he planned in his heart 
to betray Jesus.  He turned on Jesus.  Though he had the outward manifes-
tations of a true disciple, he wasn’t.  Adam Clarke says, “Eleven of you are 
upright and sincere; the twelfth is a traitor.  So it appears he had washed 
the feet of all the twelve; but as no external ablutions can purify a hypo-
crite or a traitor, therefore Judas still remained unclean.”6

We might appear to be a Christian.  Maybe we attend church regularly, 
read our Bible, pray out loud, and even keep some of Jesus’ command-
ments.  In fact, we might even teach others about Jesus. But if we are not 
washed in His blood, have never trusted in Jesus’ blood to take away our 
sins and make us right before God, then we are, in fact, lost.  We could 
compare ourselves to Judas who looked the part and even associated 
himself with others who knew Jesus.  Just as Jesus knew Judas’ heart,  He 
knows our hearts as well.  If we have not trusted in His saving power, then 
we aren’t His.

Jesus was clearly referring to Judas when He told His disciples that not 
every one of them was clean.  The other disciples were not sinless, but 
Jesus knew their hearts; He knew they were following Him with their 
whole hearts and for the right reasons.  He knew they were trusting in Him, 
because they knew Him and believed Him, but He also knew that Judas was 
only putting on a show.

Looking the part of a Christian and being one are two different things.  Do 
you know Jesus?  If not, confess your need for Him now.  If you do, thank 
Him that He has washed your sins away and has made you holy.

__________________
6Adam Clarke Commentary
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Day 4

First Read John 13:12-17

Jesus didn’t wash His disciples’ feet for only one purpose.  He showed 
them how to serve and then told them to do so to one another.  He was 
demonstrating by His own example that we are to serve everyone.  Jesus 
later told the disciples that the world would know them as His by the way 
they loved one another.

One way we can love others is by serving them.  We can serve anyone; 
our co-workers, our bosses, our family, our friends, even those we might 
consider our enemies.  If we think there is anyone we cannot serve, we 
should remember that Jesus even served Judas. This disciple who would 
soon turn his back on Jesus and betray Him to the authorities who had 
been looking for any reason to crucify Him.  How can you serve those 
around you today and this week?  How can you begin serving others as a 
lifestyle?  Take some time to brainstorm how you can serve others in any 
of the following categories that may apply to you.

 Spouse:

 Children:

 Parents:

 Grandchildren:

 Classmates:

 Brothers/Sisters:

 Co-workers:

 People you see at the ball field or as you’re going about town:

After thinking of some ways to serve, be intentional about serving at least 
two people today.  Think about who that should be and go for it!  Remem-
ber you are to serve and love them as you would serve the Lord.
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 40:4-10

Take some additional time to read Hebrews 10:1-10.  In reading the He-
brews passage, we can see that verses 5-7 come from Psalm 40.  We know 
that the sacrifices made in Old Testament times pointed to the ultimate 
sacrifice, Jesus.  In fact, we are reminded of this specifically through the 
Passover and the Passover Lamb.  The writer of Hebrews tells us that these 
sacrifices were a reminder of the sins that needed to be washed away and 
were prophetic as they pointed to the cross.

In Hebrews 10:4, we are reminded that the blood of animals could not take 
away sin; they merely covered over the sin.  Hebrews 11, known as the 
Faith chapter, gives example after example of people who were made right 
with God through their faith in Him. They followed His leading and made 
the sacrifices that reminded them of their sins.  When Jesus died, He died 
for all of the sins committed since the creation of the world, not just for the 
ones that were committed after His death.  Therefore, He died for the sins 
of Abraham and Moses, just as He died for my sins and the sins of those 
that come after me.  Just as Abraham and Moses placed their faith in the 
one true God, we have to place our faith in Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins.

Scripture again reminds us that without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins and that the only blood that could take away our sins 
is the blood of Jesus. He is the one and only perfect, spotless, holy, and 
blameless sacrifice (Hebrews 10:10).  We don’t sacrifice animals for our 
sins anymore, thankfully.  Instead, we trust in the shed blood of Jesus to 
wash away our sins, rather than simply covering them.

I still don’t fully grasp how Jesus’ perfect blood washes away my sin, but I 
know it does.  I don’t understand why He would want to do this for me, but 
I’m grateful for the love and grace that led Him to do so.  I didn’t deserve 
Jesus’ sacrifice, love, mercy or grace, but He gave it to me anyway.  Thank 
Him for the gift of His salvation and grace.
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WEEK 33 The Last Supper ------------------------------------- Dennis Watson

This week we look at the event known as The Last Supper.  This was the 
Passover meal that Jesus shared with His disciples before He was cruci-
fied.  The Passover reminded the Jews of the Exodus from Egypt, but this 
Passover pointed to the future sacrifice of the Lamb of God.  Jesus was the 
Lamb of God, the sacrifice God provided for the removal of sin.  The disci-
ples did not fully understand all that was happening, but would later grasp 
what they had seen.

Day 1

First Read Luke 22:1-6

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were anything but godly.  They were 
seeking to kill Jesus.  They did not want to do it in the daytime because 
they feared the people who were following Him. So they sought to do 
their wicked deed at night.  These men were hypocrites of the worst kind!  
Apparently, Judas knew of their plot and chose to join them.  In verse 3 of 
today’s passage, we read that “Satan entered Judas.”  Judas was one of the 
twelve closest followers of Jesus, yet he was like the religious leaders as he 
had the appearance of godliness, but did not possess the real thing.  Can 
a believer be demon-possessed?  Not hardly!  Talk about an oxymoron!  
Jesus and Satan cannot abide in the same place.  Since true believers are 
inhabited by Jesus through His Holy Spirit, Satan cannot abide in the Jesus 
follower, too.  Judas was a thief; he kept the money box for the disciples, 
but would often take from it for himself (John 12:6).  This should be a 
warning for church people and religious people today.  Some of the mean-
est people I know call themselves “Christians.”  I am not judging anyone’s 
salvation, but if a person can regularly do the enemy’s work, that person 
needs to do some real soul-searching!

After Satan entered him, Judas went to the religious leaders and agreed to 
help them with their plot to kill Jesus by handing Him over to them.  For 
this, he was to receive thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).  The plot 
involved waiting until the crowd left Jerusalem.  They wanted to get Jesus 
alone, so the people would not know what they were doing; they planned 
to take Him secretly.  Judas would bide his time and let the religious leaders 
know when the time was right.  That time never came, because Jesus 
forced them to act immediately.  The deed was done on Jesus’ timeline, 
not that of the plotters.

Doesn’t it seem odd that Jewish religious leaders were plotting this deed 
at the time of Passover?  They did not realize what they were doing.  They 
were preparing to slay the true Passover Lamb.  In all occasions and in all
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things, God is in control.  It was not Judas who handed Jesus over to wicked 
men.  Jesus was “delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge 
of God.” (Acts 2:23)  God is in control!

It is amazing how God accomplishes His plans!
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Day 2

First Read Luke 22:7-13

The time to celebrate the Passover had come.  It was time for the Passover 
lamb to be killed and for faithful Jews to observe the Passover meal.  The 
Passover observance looked back to the event known as the Exodus.  Jesus 
gave instructions to Peter and John to go and make preparations for the 
meal.  They were to go into the city of Jerusalem and find a man carrying 
a pitcher of water.  He would show them the place where they would have 
the Passover meal.  It was unusual in that culture for men to carry the 
water jugs.  That was woman’s work.  Therefore, it was quite obvious when 
they saw the man they were seeking.

I used to cut grass in our neighborhood when I was a kid. I also cut our 
grass, but I didn’t always cut it with a willing heart.  Sometimes, I couldn’t 
get our mower started.  The problem was not so much with the lawn mow-
er as it was with the one pretending to try to crank it.  You see, my heart 
was not in it, so I was not really giving the rope a sincere pull.  Conveniently 
for me, there were times I couldn’t get the mower to start.

How much information do you need to follow Jesus obediently?  It isn’t 
always more information we need as much as we need hearts willing to 
obey.  God provides the means and the methods and we must provide the 
willingness to obey.  He will not provide anything until we are first willing to 
obey and we start doing what He’s showing us to do.

Peter and John would not have found the man carrying the water pitcher 
had they not obediently set out to follow and obey their Master’s instruc-
tions.  They would not have gotten the assignment if they had not had 
willing and obedient hearts.  They went eagerly to follow the instructions 
of Jesus and found things exactly as He told them.

What do you need to do to show that you are eager about following and 
obeying?  Is there something you keep talking about doing, but have not 
yet taken that step of obedience?  It’s time!  Start moving!
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Day 3

First Read Luke 22:14-22

For over 1400 years, the people of Israel had been observing and celebrat-
ing the Passover, along with all the images it conveyed to them of the Lord 
delivering His people from Egypt.  For them, Passover looked back in time, 
but that was about to change.  Jesus used the Passover meal He shared 
with His disciples before His crucifixion to tell them that His body would be 
crucified and His blood shed for the forgiveness of sins.  He was the true 
Lamb of God, the Passover Lamb that they had anticipated for so long.

The disciples did not understand what He was talking about as He gave 
them the bread and said, “This is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.”  He also gave them the cup of wine saying, “This cup 
is the new covenant in My blood which is shed for you.”  They had no idea 
that shortly Jesus would be hanging on the cross as their and our Passover 
Lamb.  Jesus Christ, the Lord’s Messiah, perfectly fulfilled the meaning and 
role of the Passover Lamb.  John the Baptist had said of Him, “Behold the 
Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world.”  (John 1:29)

The disciples observed that Passover as they had many times before, but 
I think this time must have felt different for them.  Judas, the betrayer, 
was with Jesus and the disciples for the Passover meal. After supper, Jesus 
spoke of the cup saying, “Behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with 
me on the table.”  In John’s account, the supper meal was being served 
and the devil had already put the thought into Judas’ heart to betray Jesus.  
(John 13:2)  Jesus, knowing what was in Judas’ heart, showed all of His 
disciples who would betray Him and told Judas, “Do quickly what you are 
going to do.”  (John 13:27)  John noted that Judas did, indeed, go quickly 
and it was night.

The historical gospel account was fully unfolding and coming to its earthly 
high point with the crucifixion and resurrection.  At every point God was in 
control.  Give thanks for His accomplishment for our salvation!  Jesus was 
pictured in the Passover just before God delivered His people from Egypt.  
The Passover included the elements of a sacrificial lamb and bitter herbs.  It 
included the blood of the innocent lamb, which was the mark that enabled 
the angel of death to pass over their homes.  All of this pointed forward 
to Jesus.  He is our deliverer.  He is the One who enables us to escape the 
enemy of sin and death.  This is the gospel message---the good news.  The 
death and resurrection of Jesus was not an afterthought.  It was God’s plan 
all along.

Share the message with someone today.  Put it in its historical context that 
reveals the plan of God to save.
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Day 4

First Read Luke 22:24-34

If you have ever watched a horse race, you know where the saying “jock-
eying for position” comes from.  In a horse race, a jockey will maneuver his 
horse into a position to make a move near the end of the race to get in po-
sition to win.  Jesus had just spent a very significant time with His disciples.  
He had washed their feet and shared the Passover meal with them giving 
the Passover Meal new meaning.  Like most of us, they were not paying 
attention.  They were more concerned with their own self interest and 
advancement.  Some of the disciples were “jockeying for position.”  They 
began to debate which of them would be the greatest.  Jesus had to explain 
to them that they were behaving like unsaved Gentiles and not like God’s 
children.  He sought to help them understand that they were not to be 
concerned with position, but with servanthood.  He had shown them this 
by His own example.  He told them that true greatness was about serving, 
not climbing up over everyone else.  However, He did affirm them for their 
faithfulness, letting them know that they would have a future reward in His 
kingdom.

It must have been hard to hear that all of them would be sifted by Satan, 
not just Simon Peter. (Matthew 26:31, Mark 14:27)   Simon Peter, who was 
their leader and spokesman, seemed to be the strongest of them all and if 
he failed what would the rest of them do? 

Peter did his usual boasting, insisting that he was ready to go to prison and 
even to death with Jesus.  Jesus told Peter that “before the rooster crows 
today, you will deny three times that you know me.” (verse 34)  Jesus also 
told him that He would be praying that his faith would not fail.  Peter’s faith 
did not fail, but Peter did.  Jesus told him that after failing he would turn 
again and that he would later be able to strengthen his brethren when they 
needed him.

Sin is a troubling thing, no doubt.  It seems to rear its ugly head at very 
strange times.  It usually happens when we are flying high or something big 
is going on and we begin to think more about our own stuff.  Ask the Lord 
to enable you to live so close to Him that your greatest concern will be His 
will, not yours.
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Day 5

First Read Zechariah 11:12-13

One was coming from Israel who would be the Messiah, but the majority of 
the nation would reject Him.  For their rejection of Him, the nation would 
be scattered throughout the world.  However, there would be a small rem-
nant left of those who did not reject Him.  

Judas went secretly to meet with the religious leaders to plot against Jesus.  
Although he thought it was a secret, the Lord God knew about it hundreds 
of years before it happened.  This is an amazing prophecy with such atten-
tion to detail.  Here is how the fulfillment is described in Matthew 26:14-
16.  “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?’  And 
they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.  So from that time he sought 
opportunity to betray Him.”  This was a very low price for such a deed.  Ob-
viously, the religious leaders were not willing to pay very much.

The prophecy went even further and the fulfillment matched.  Zechariah 
prophesied, “So I took thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house 
of the Lord for the potter.” (verse 13b)  In Matthew 26, we read that Judas 
felt such remorse after Jesus was taken that he tried to return the thirty 
pieces of silver to the religious leaders, but they refused to take the money 
back.  Judas then took the silver and threw it down in the temple and went 
and hung himself.  This is a sad historical account, but it was prophesied to 
such great detail and fully carried out.  Since it was blood money, the reli-
gious leaders could not put it in the temple treasury, so they bought a field 
referred to as the potter’s field.  It was a place used to bury foreigners.

Once again,”Connecting the Dots” and seeing the “Dots Connected” is 
amazing.  It is a continuing reminder that God, not man, is in control.  Even 
man at his worst is still under God’s control.  His will is not to be thwarted 
or prevented.  Thank the Lord for His sovereignty.
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WEEK 34 Jesus Promises to Send the Holy Spirit------------------- 
                Dennis Watson 
We are never alone, praise God.  Upon Jesus’ ascension into heaven, He 
left the Holy Spirit with us, which is Jesus in spirit form.  We don’t see 
Jesus with our eyes, but we know He lives in the hearts and minds of every 
believer.  He didn’t leave us with just His Word and exhort us to “figure the 
rest out,” but gave us His Word and the Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and direct 
us.  What great news!  

Day 1

First Read John 14:1-14

The disciples were beginning to understand more and more what Jesus was 
trying to tell them, yet they were still unsure about some of His teachings.  
Jesus told them not to be troubled.  “After having answered St. Peter’s 
question (prediction of denial), He addresses himself again to his disciples, 
and tells them not to be afflicted at his leaving them, nor to lose courage 
because of what he said concerning Peter’s denying him; that if they re-
posed their confidence in God, he would protect them; and that, howsoev-
er they might see him treated, they should believe in him more firmly, as 
his sufferings, death, and resurrection should be to them the most positive 
proof of his being the Messiah, the Savior of the world.”7

Jesus was giving His disciples instructions that were to be encouraging and 
enlightening, not just in their present time, but in the future, as well.  He 
knew what was coming and He wanted to leave them with truth and hope.  
The words He spoke to His disciples then are still true for us as disciples 
today.  This was and is a timeless promise.  As believers, our hearts need 
not be troubled by what is happening in the world today.  As of this writing, 
the “Syrian Crisis” is happening in our country and our government is trying 
to decide how to deal with millions of Syrian refugees entering our country.  
Just a few days before I wrote this devotional there was a terrorist attack in 
Paris and a few weeks earlier a plane was brought down by what is now be-
lieved to be a bomb.  These “troubles” are just a few of what we see in the 
news each week, not to mention the difficulties we face with our families, 
at home, and at work.  These are real troubles.  Yet Jesus tells us that if our 
hope is in Him, we can have true peace now and in the future, regardless of 
our circumstances.

Just look at the words He gave His disciples.  “And if I go to prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
_________________________
7Adam Clarke Commentary
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you may be also” (John 14:3).  No matter what situations or trials we face 
as believers, we know how the story ends; we know that in time we will 
spend eternity with Jesus, where there will be no more pain, sorrow, wars, 
crime, cancer, or death.  What a peace we have in this truth.  In knowing 
Jesus, we already know the Father, so we will be ready to spend eternity 
worshipping Him.

Do you have that peace?  If you do, are you trusting in Him daily?  Do you 
find yourself on edge?  Rest in the peace of Jesus.  Trust Him and know that 
He is our peace, regardless of the troubles we may face. 
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Day 2

First Read John 14:15-20

Depending on your translation, verse 16 may refer to the Holy Spirit as 
Helper, Counselor, or Comforter.  The actual Greek word is “parakletos,” 
which means counselor, intercessor, helper, one who encourages and com-
forts.  In the New Testament, this word refers exclusively to the Holy Spirit 
and to Jesus Christ.

As Jesus is telling the disciples what is coming and as they are beginning 
to truly understand more and more of what He is telling them, they are 
probably “troubled” indeed.  Jesus share with them that He will still be 
with them, always, and that He will leave the Holy Spirit with them.  We 
know the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Trinity (the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit).

Praise the Lord that He left us both His Word and Himself, in the form of 
the Holy Spirit.  Like me, you may have thought how wonderful it would 
have been to have lived when the disciples did and have walked and talked 
with Jesus, face to face.  We need to remember that we have the same 
access to Jesus that the disciples had.  We may not be able to see Jesus 
physically, but we can talk to Him and He can talk to us all the same.  In 
fact, I have heard the Holy Spirit speak to my heart on many occasions and 
it was just as clear to me as if Jesus had been physically speaking to me.  In 
other words, I knew Jesus was speaking to my heart.  I am sure that other 
believers have experienced this as well.  Jesus speaks to our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.

Have you seen the Holy Spirit working in your life?  Have you been trou-
bled?  Know that the Holy Spirit is right here with you and me.  He has not 
left us here alone, praise God.  As you face your week, know and be thank-
ful that the Holy Spirit guides, leads, instructs, and comforts us at every 
moment.  Be thankful that, until we see Jesus again, He has left us His Holy 
Spirit as our counselor, comforter, and intercessor.
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Day 3

First Read John 14:21-24

God is not willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance (2 
Peter 3:9).  As we see in verse 22 of today’s passage, Judas seemed to think 
that the gospel was meant only for the disciples or those who were physi-
cally with Jesus.  However, Jesus told him that it was for anyone who would 
follow Him and keep His commandments.  Therefore, you and I are to take 
the gospel to those both across the street and across the ocean.

Jesus told His disciples (verse 21) that he who has His commandments 
and keeps them is the one who loves Him.  It is implied and understood 
from the rest of scripture that believers keep His commandments because 
they have trusted in Him and are following Him.  In other words, keeping 
Jesus’ commandments is not or should not be from a sense of legalism or 
obligation, but come from love for Him and out of a growing relationship 
with Him.

When I counsel with children who have been saved, we talk both about the 
baptism and the life we are to lead after deciding to follow Jesus.  I want 
them to understand that being a believer doesn’t mean that we will never 
sin or be tempted to sin again.  Rather, it means that when we are tempt-
ed, we are to trust God, follow His ways, and yield to Him, instead of giving 
in to our selfish hearts.  Because we live in a fallen world, we will continue 
to struggle with sin.  The question for us as believers is whether or not sin 
bothers us.  Are we convicted when we sin?  Do we want to choose God’s 
way instead of our own?  This is what Jesus meant when He said that those 
who love Him obey His commandments.  We will certainly fall short some-
times, though that does not give us an excuse to sin, but even when we fall 
short we are reminded of God’s desires, His heart, and His plan.  We are 
taken back to what He did on the cross for us and realize that we can be 
forgiven and begin anew, desiring to obey His commandments.

Several authors I have read recently have said that a clear indication that 
you are a growing believer is that you are bothered when you sin.  Does it 
bother you when you disobey God and choose not to follow His ways?  If 
so, that’s a good thing; it means that you are hearing the Holy Spirit as He 
speaks to your heart.

Take some time to thank God today for His grace on the cross, thanking 
Him also for His grace when you sin.  Let your prayer be, “God, I want to 
follow and obey you and when I fail, please help me to respond correctly to 
the Holy Spirit’s conviction.  Thank you that I am in Christ Jesus and that I 
am no longer condemned.”  Confess any known sin to the Lord and seek to 
walk in His ways.
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Day 4

First Read John 14:25-31

The Holy Spirit is so many things.  Not only is He our counselor, but He is 
also our teacher (John 14:26).  He teaches us the truth.  Think of the two 
best teachers / preachers of God’s Word you have ever heard.  Should 
their teachings not compare to those of the Holy Spirit?  The Holy Spirit is 
to be our best teacher.  He may use a human teacher or preacher, but it is 
the Holy Spirit doing the work.  In my life, I have learned that the two best 
“teachers” are God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.  I definitely read, study, and 
learn from other teachers, but the two that rise to the top are God’s Word 
and Holy Spirit, which go hand in hand.

The Holy Spirit teaches us many things, including what gives us peace and 
what does not (John 14:27).  The world and the things of this world offer 
false peace at best.  Barnes notes the things that do not bring forth peace:

     1st.  Not as the objects which men commonly pursue---pleasure, fame, 
wealth.  They leave care, anxiety, remorse.  They do not meet the desires 
of the immortal mind, and they are incapable of affording that peace which 
the soul needs.

     2nd.  Not as the men of the world give.  They salute you with empty and 
flattering words, but their professed friendship is often feigned and has no 
sincerity.  You cannot be sure that they are sincere, but I am.

     3rd.  Not as systems of philosophy and false religion give.  They profess 
to give peace, but it is not real.  It does not still the voice of conscience; it 
does not take away sin; it does not reconcile the soul to God.

    4th.  “My (Jesus) peace is such as meets all the wants of the soul, silenc-
es the alarms of conscience, is fixed and sure amid all external changes, 
and will abide in the hour of death and forever.  How desirable, in a world 
of anxiety and care, to possess this peace! And how should all who have it 
not, seek that which the world can neither give nor take away!”8   

As believers, we should not seek after false peace and hope, but rather 
seek after the Giver of true hope, Himself, Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit.  
Where do you seek peace?  Are you trying to gain from others what only 
God can give?  Will you place your hope and find your peace in Jesus, our 
Helper?

_____________________
8Barnes Notes on the New Testament
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Day 5

First Read Joel 2:28-32

God prophesied through Joel that the Holy Spirit would come to all believ-
ers at a future time.  In Acts 2:14-21, we read of Peter preaching this pas-
sage of Joel to the believers on the day of Pentecost.  Earlier in Acts 2, we 
see the Holy Spirit being poured out on what we now refer to as the New 
Testament Church.  Peter then shared the words from Joel.  Both passages 
account for what the Holy Spirit will do as He works through the believers.  
Joel prophesied about what took place as recorded in Acts 2 hundreds of 
years before it happened.  This prophecy was fulfilled then and continues 
to be fulfilled today; God continue to pour our His Spirit on us.

We read in Joel 2:32, “And it shall come to pass, that whoever calls on the 
name of the lord shall be saved.”  Part of the reason that the Holy Spirit is 
poured out is so that others can be saved.  Scripture tells us that no one 
comes to the Father unless he is drawn to the Father.  The Holy Spirit (Fa-
ther – Trinity) is the one who draws people to Himself.  Who does He draw?  
Scripture says “whoever”, but what does “whoever” mean?  Anyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  When they call on the name of 
the Lord, they received God’s Holy Spirit, the same Spirit we see mentioned 
in both Joel and Acts.

They can only call on the One they have heard and they can only hear if 
someone tells or preaches the truth to them, according to scripture.  If you 
are a believer, you are that someone (preacher).  We are commanded to 
share the truth everywhere, whether that be across the street or around 
the world.  If you are a believer, you were once a “whoever.”  Someone 
told you or preached to you the gospel of salvation and God drew you to 
Himself.  Scripture tells us that the gospel will be preached to every nation 
and then the end will come (Matthew 24:14).

How might God use you to tell the world about Him?  How might you give?  
How might you pray?  How might you go?  Be praying for a willing heart to 
respond when God shows you how He wants to have you on mission with 
Him.
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WEEK 35 JESUS IS ARRESTED -------------------------- Dennis Watson

The arrest of Jesus was in God’s timing.  Everything we read about Jesus in 
the Bible is in God’s timing.  Jesus agonized in prayer in the garden.  This 
week we look at Jesus’ prayer and the account of some of His disciples 
sleeping at a very intense time.  We will see the betrayal of Judas and the 
scattering of His followers.

Day 1

First Read Mark 14:32-42

After His time at the Passover meal with His disciples, they went to Geth-
semane where they often went to get away from the crowds.  He left the 
larger group and took Peter, James, and John with Him further into the 
garden.  As He was walking along with them, He became troubled and told 
them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.”  He then asked 
them to stay there and watch and pray while He went further still to pray 
alone.  Luke records that as He agonized in prayer “his sweat became like 
great drops of blood falling to the ground” (Luke 22:44).  Jesus asked His 
Father to take the cup from Him, if there were any other way, but more 
than anything else He wanted His Father’s will to be done.

Our Lord’s struggle in the Garden can be understood only in light of 
what would happen to Him on the cross.  He would be made sin for us (2 
Corinthians 5:21) and bear the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13).  It was 
not the physical suffering that almost overwhelmed Him with “anguish 
and sorrow,” but the contemplation of being forsaken by His Father (Mark 
15:34).  This was “the cup” that He would drink (John 18:11).  According to 
Hebrews 5:7-9, He asked to be saved, not “from death,” but out of death; 
that is, raised from the dead; and the Father granted His request.9

Jesus knew what was coming.  We have already seen that He told His 
disciples several times that His hour had not yet come.  The time of His 
death had now come.  He had taken three of His closest disciples with 
Him.  He knew the hour had come and He wanted these three with Him as 
He prayed.  However, three times He returned to find them sleeping.  He 
had told them to be alert and prepared, because the time of the betrayer 
was coming.  Yet, they slept.  Like those disciples, we are instructed to be 
watching and praying, because the time is short.

The time in Gethsemane was no time for sleeping.  It was a time to be alert 
and to be praying.  The same is true today.  We need to be watchful and 
prayerful, so that we can join God in what He is doing.  He is at work.  We 
need to pay attention and be prepared to point people to Jesus.
____________________________________________________________
9 Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - New Testament - The Bible Exposition Commen-
tary – New Testament, Volume 1.
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Day 2

First Read Mark 14:43-50

Immediately after Jesus spoke to Peter, James, and John the third time He 
found them napping, Judas entered Gethsemane. He was followed by “a 
great multitude with swords and clubs,” on behalf of the religious leaders.  
Judas had told them that he would kiss the man they sought to arrest.

Spiritual warfare, how do you fight it?  Paul made it clear that we are in a 
real battle which must be fought with weapons that are not of this world.  
We are not fighting flesh and blood, but principalities, powers, rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heaven-
ly places.  It appears that neither Jesus’ enemies nor at least one of His 
disciples understood this.  His enemies came in a large mob with clubs and 
swords.  Peter likewise drew a sword and proceeded to cut off the ear of 
one of the servants of the High Priest.  Jesus asked them why they came 
as a mob.  He had been right there in broad daylight with them all week.  
His arrest and crucifixion was on His time schedule, not theirs.  He rebuked   
Peter for cutting off the servant’s ear, telling him that He must drink the 
cup His Father had given Him (John 18:11).  This scene was a difficult one, 
but it was part of what Jesus had come to accomplish.  Difficult?  Yes!  Yet it 
was still part of the divine plan of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Fearing for their lives, the disciples ran away and scattered.  Jesus had told 
them this would happen.  They deserted Him, leaving Him all alone with 
just His Father (John 16:32).  However, soon the Father would forsake Him, 
too.

Thus, the journey to the cross had begun.  All things were now in place.  
This is a sad story for a moment, but since we know the outcome, it does 
not stay sad.  It was all part of the journey, a journey that would take Jesus 
through a mock trial, a beating, the crucifixion, and, ultimately, a victorious 
resurrection.  We should always study His death with the backdrop of the 
resurrection.

Give thanks to God for His glorious plan to save.
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Day 3

First Read John 10:1-18

It is a good thing to be reminded that the gospel is good news.  The good 
news is that Jesus, the Son of God, became a man, lived a sinless life, and 
died for our sins to remove our guilt and make us acceptable to God.  The 
outcome is eternal life, a home forever with the God of the universe.

In today’s passage, Jesus refers to Himself as the good shepherd or as the 
door of the sheep, the One Who lays down His life for the sheep.  He makes 
a clear distinction between Himself as the good shepherd and the hireling 
who is merely an employed shepherd, who has no real concern for the 
sheep under his care.  The hireling would run away when the sheep were 
in danger.  In contrast, Jesus knows His sheep and they know Him.  The 
“know” in John’s gospel is a word that describes more than just intellectual 
knowledge.  It describes an intimate relationship.  Jesus knows your name.  
It is a blessing when someone calls you by name.  It is life-changing that 
Jesus both knows you and calls you by name.  He also knows your nature.  
All sheep have different natures.  All disciples, even the first twelve, had 
different natures, too.  Peter was impulsive and outspoken.  Thomas was 
hesitant and doubting.  Andrew was a people person, always bringing 
people to Jesus.  Like them, we are all different.  Jesus knows us and loves 
us and cares genuinely for us.  He knows our names, our natures, and our 
needs.  The shepherd knows what the sheep need, even when they do not.  
He knows they need safety and security.  They need a place to lie down 
and rest.  They need water and food.  In Psalm 23, David tells us how the 
shepherd cares for the needs of the sheep.  Jesus knows your needs, even 
the ones you don’t know about yet.

Jesus spoke primarily in the context of the one sheep fold that was made 
up of the Jews.  He also told them that He has “other sheep which are not 
of this fold.”  This described the Gentiles who were and are outside of the 
covenant between God and Israel.  When Jesus came, His focus was on 
the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).  Even on the Day 
of Pentecost, those who were saved were the Jews.  The church did not 
remain Jewish.  Peter took the gospel to the Gentiles and Paul took the 
message to the Gentiles of the Roman Empire.  I love to read those parts of 
scripture that were predictive of our coming into the Kingdom of God.

Give thanks that the message of the gospel has come to you!
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Day 4

First Read Mark 14:53-65

There were three parts to the Jewish trial of Jesus.  The first was a prelim-
inary hearing before the former High Priest, Annas.  Then, the trial moved 
to the full council of the Sanhedrin to hear witnesses.  The final phase was 
the vote of condemnation.  He was then sent to Pilate, to Herod, and back 
to Pilate for the Roman trial.  Pilate gave in to the mob and delivered Jesus 
to be crucified.

Today’s passage covers the second part of the Jewish trial before the 
High Priest, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin.  This group was determined to 
convict Jesus and to sentence Him to death.  They got false witnesses to 
testify against Him, but their testimonies were not in agreement.  The 
High Priest, Caiaphas, became frustrated with the witnesses and lashed 
out at Jesus, but Jesus remained silent.  The High Priest then asked Jesus 
a direct question, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  Jesus gave 
the answer that condemned Him, “I am.  And you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.”  
The High Priest tore his clothes and accused Jesus of blasphemy.  Tearing 
of the clothes was a sign of grief and sorrow.  The religious leaders knew 
that when Jesus called Himself “the Son of Man” He was claiming to be 
the Messiah.  They should have known prophetic scriptures, such as Daniel 
7:13-14 and Psalm 8:4.  The High Priest believed Jesus to be just a normal 
man.  He looked like a normal man.  They all believed Him to be an ordi-
nary, normal man.  Now, because of His claim, they needed no more testi-
mony.  They had what they needed for their purposes.  Jesus claimed to be 
God and that was enough for them to hand Him over to be crucified.

Jesus was innocent of any and all wrongdoing.  They knew they had noth-
ing against Him.  They could not even get false witnesses to accomplish 
what they wanted.  The accusation of blasphemy was what got Him con-
demned to death.  Jesus merely claimed to be Who and What He was.

The religious leaders refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.  Many 
people today also refuse to believe.  For some, no proof or sign will ever be 
enough.  Others, though, are hungry to believe.  Pray for those who refuse 
to be drawn to Jesus by God’s Spirit.
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 41

On Friday each week we connect the study of the week with an Old Testa-
ment prophecy or a Psalm.  “Connecting the Dots” and “The Dots Con-
nected” are all about seeing how God has been involved in history, which 
finds its complete fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament journey, 
we saw Jesus on every page in some way.  The Lord God is the author of 
history and the focus of history is Jesus.  He is the fulfillment of history and 
all things and all people will ultimately find meaning in Jesus.

One of the things that keeps coming up is God’s control and sovereignty.  
Since Jesus was God in the flesh, He knew what was going to happen.  He 
knew about Judas’ betrayal.  In fact, Jesus quoted from a Psalm of King Da-
vid, written when he, too, was being betrayed not only by his friends, but 
also by his own family.  In John 13:18, we read Jesus’ quote of Psalm 41:9, 
“The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.”  He said this re-
garding Judas, His betrayer.  Jesus did not use the part of Psalm 41:9 which 
reads, “Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted,” however.  Jesus 
knew what was in man, so He knew what Judas would do to betray Him.

Jesus was vulnerable only in that He intentionally placed Himself in the 
position of vulnerability.  He was not subject to any attack of man or the 
enemy.  God was (and remains) sovereign, completely in control.  Jesus 
knew that He was in the hands and will of His Father Who sent Him.  It is 
tempting to be sad and have pity on Jesus, when considering the events 
of His arrest, trial, beating, and crucifixion.  However, this was the “joy 
set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2).  He was surrendered to His Father’s will.  
Nothing happened by chance, accident, or coincidence.  Every aspect of 
Jesus birth, life, arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection were known and even 
purposed by God.  Nothing took place without His foreknowledge.

Give thanks to God for His sovereignty and His plan to save sinful man---
you and me!
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WEEK 36 Peter Denies Jesus ---------------------------Chris Watson

If you were told that you would deny Jesus, how would you react?  Would 
you be like Peter and deny the possibility, fighting it to the end?  However, 
Jesus is the One Who told Peter he would deny Him.  If we heard such a 
thing from the mouth of Jesus, we would know that it was true and then 
we would have to wrestle with that truth.  As believers, we must remember 
that we are human and we do fail God.  We may not desire to do so, but 
we do.  Thanks be to God for His grace and love.  This week, we will look at 
the account of Peter denying Jesus, as Jesus prophesied. 

Day 1

First Read John 18:12-18

Peter was an all-or-nothing kind of guy.  Remember, this is the same man 
that walked on the water at Jesus’ command and cut off the ear of the 
High Priest’s servant in an attempt to protect Jesus.  When Peter was in, he 
was all in.  And, yet, in today’s passage, we see Peter deny Jesus the first of 
the three times that Jesus predicted he would.  Why did Peter deny Jesus?  
To be honest and to be fair to Peter, he was human, just like you and me.  
He failed, just as we do.  That’s why it’s important that we never put any 
human on a pedestal, as if he or she could do nothing wrong.  That kind of 
worship is reserved only for Jesus.  Peter, in his weakness and fear, denied 
Jesus.

“To his credit, although all the others had fled (Mark 14:50), Peter still 
followed Jesus after His arrest, but he kept his distance so as not to be 
identified with Him (Mark 14:54).  There’s no question that fear gripped 
him.  From the courtyard, he watched Jesus being falsely accused, beaten, 
and insulted (Mark 14:57-66).  Peter was afraid Jesus would die, and he 
was fearful for his own life as well.  The world hated Jesus, and Peter found 
that he was not prepared to face the ridicule and persecution that Jesus 
was suffering.  Earlier, Jesus had warned His disciples as well as us today, 
‘If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first’ (John 16:18; cf. 
Matthew 24:9).  Peter quickly found he wasn’t nearly as bold and coura-
geous as he had proclaimed, and in fear he denied the One who had loved 
him.”10

What Jesus had prophesied was now beginning to unfold, including Peter’s 
denial of Him.  Some have said Peter failed Jesus and while that may be 
true, Jesus didn’t fail Peter.  Though Peter denied Jesus, three times total, 
Jesus never left and Peter “came to his senses” in time.
________________
10www.gotquestions.org
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Have you ever surprised yourself by something you did or said or maybe 
an attitude you had?  Unfortunately, I have.  During that time, Jesus never 
went anywhere and He surely didn’t disown me, praise God.  Rather, 
through the Holy Spirit’s conviction I recognized my sin and my error and 
God drew me back to Himself.  Because we live in a fallen world and be-
cause we are sinful ourselves, we face sin daily.  As Paul tells us, that is not 
an excuse to sin.  Thanks be to God that He forgives us.  It’s most important 
when we sin against God to acknowledge our sin, confess it, learn from it, 
and move on with God.  Peter did this and God desires no less from and for 
us.  Whether you find yourself far away from God today or walking in step 
with His will, thank Him for His forgiveness and for the fact that He doesn’t 
give up or quit on us, even when we sin against Him.
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Day 2

First Read John 18:19-24

One of the fruits of the Spirit is self-control and Jesus definitely showed 
some self-control in our passage today.  Actually, He was under the control 
of the Father, just like we are to be as Christians.  Jesus always spoke truth; 
this is what He was telling those who asked about His disciples and doc-
trine.  However, the religious leaders didn’t like this and one of the officers 
struck Jesus with his hand.  This was only a sign of things to come, how He 
would be treated as a criminal.

I don’t know about you, but I can tell you what my response might have 
been.  Let’s just say it most likely would not have been the same as that of 
Jesus.  I would have been more likely to react in kind, rather than the way 
that Jesus would have me act.  Jesus knew there was something greater 
at stake than the way He was being treated by those He came to save.  He 
knew He was headed to the cross.  He knew the pain and agony He was 
about to endure.  While the religious leaders physically put Jesus on the 
cross, it was actually His love for you and me that sent Him there.  The 
leaders just played into God’s overall plan.

Jesus asked what He had done wrong for the officer to strike Him.  Praise 
God that Jesus never fought back; He never reacted the way I might have 
done.  Rather, He acted with grace, truth, and love, just as God would have 
Him to.

Thank God that Jesus knew the big picture.  He knew that this situation was 
just one part leading up to His death for our sins.  Jesus had in His heart the 
mind of God, not the mind of a sinner like me.  Thank God that Jesus took 
the ridicule, mockery, undeserved punishment, and death for us.  Also, take 
some time to thank God that He was not a reactor, but that He was an obe-
dient Son to the Father.  Take some time to praise the Lord that even when 
He was being questioned and hit, He had us on His heart and mind.  He 
thought of sinners like you and me when He was going through this trial.
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Day 3

First Read Matthew 26:69-75

Mathew 26:34-35 says, “Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that this 
night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ Peter said to 
Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!”  Peter told Jesus 
that he would never deny Him and if it came to it, he would even die with 
Jesus, rather than deny Him.  To Peter’s credit no one would like to be told 
that he would deny Jesus.  Since it was coming from Jesus, Peter should 
have listened to Him.

Instead, Peter did as most of us do.  He spoke before he thought and he 
thought himself to be higher than he should have.  Scripture tells us that 
pride precedes the fall and Peter fell hard.  He did, indeed, deny Christ 
three times, just as Jesus told him he would.  When thinking he would 
never do such a thing, Peter thought much more highly of his abilities than 
he ought to have.  We, too, are sinful and might find ourselves following in 
Peter’s footsteps.  That’s why we need Jesus, not just to save us from our 
sins as He does in the beginning, but to save us from ourselves day after 
day.  We can’t live the spirit-filled life on our own.

Peter realized this truth in time.  When he heard the rooster crow, he 
remembered what Jesus had told him and went away and wept bitterly.  He 
realized what he had done in denying Jesus, the One Who had been with 
him day after day for three years, and the One who loved him.  What Peter 
was feeling was conviction; God was speaking to his heart.  What started 
off badly as he denied Jesus ended better as God got hold of Peter’s heart.

Peter reminds me of myself sometimes.  What about you?  We say we will 
never do this or that, then we end up doing exactly what we said we would 
not, because we think more of ourselves and our wants than we should.  In 
the end, we realize that we have nothing to offer God except what Jesus 
has done on our behalf.  All we can do is praise Him that what Jesus did for 
us is more than enough.  Today, if you feel as though you, like Peter, have 
failed Jesus, feeling as though you have really blown it and you know God is 
speaking to you, acknowledge your sin, confess it, and repent.  Get up and 
go on with God.  It’s the blood of Jesus that allows us to take the next step.
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Day 4

First Read John 18:25-27

In John’s account of Peter’s denial of Christ, one of the men who had come 
to arrest Jesus recognized Peter.  In fact, he asked Peter, “Didn’t I see you 
with him in the olive garden?” (verse 26)  Peter denied it and said he was 
not.  Peter was not only carrying out what Jesus had prophesied, but was 
lying to the servant as well.  Cutting off the ear of the High Priest’s servant 
could have landed Peter in serious trouble and Peter didn’t want trouble, 
so he lied to the servant in an attempt to protect himself.

Because Peter had cut off the ear of the High Priest’s servant, an action 
that was hasty and not godly at all, Peter now found himself having to deny 
his association with Jesus and to lie to the servant about his whereabouts, 
saying he was not in the garden with Jesus.  Peter was covering for himself.  
He had already gotten himself into a predicament by cutting off the ser-
vant’s ear, but now he was compounding that by lying and denying Jesus.

We have often told our son, Landon, that he will get in more trouble if he 
lies, even when telling the truth might get him in trouble, too.  It will be 
worse if he lies.  God tells us that we shall know the Truth and the Truth 
shall set us free (John 8:32).  We know from scripture that Truth is a per-
son, the person of Jesus Christ.  In this instance, Peter is denying the person 
of Truth, Jesus, with his lies.

Do you have a difficult time telling the truth?  It may not be what we like 
to call a “big lie,” but perhaps something small, something we refer to as 
a “white lie” or a “little lie.”  Maybe we tell something that’s mostly true, 
either leaving out something or adding untruth to it.  Of course, we know 
that a lie is a lie is a lie.  There is no such thing as a big or little lie; they are 
all wrong.  Yet, at times we seek to justify ourselves and leave out some of 
the truth or skirt around the truth in some way.  Since we know the Truth, 
the person of Jesus, may we seek to be truthful at all times, knowing that 
He sets us free.  Seek to always be a person of truth.  Ask God to help you 
speak truth in all cases, even when it’s difficult.
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Day 5

First Read Isaiah 53:7

We know Isaiah 53 as “The Suffering Servant” passage.  It refers to Jesus 
and what was to come when Jesus walked the earth and died for our sins.  
Note how this scripture describes what Jesus went through.  From what 
you know and from what you have learned by looking through the gospels, 
take time to think about each of the following phrases and write down 
what you think Jesus went through.

How was Jesus “oppressed?”

How was Jesus “afflicted?”

What are some ways / times that Jesus did not “open His mouth?”

When a lamb or sheep has its wool cut off, the sheep doesn’t try to get 
away or fight against the shearing.  Rather, it quietly lets the shearer do his 
work.  Our passage, today, makes the comparison between the sheep and 
Jesus.  Jesus went through such affliction and oppression, and yet He did 
not open His mouth.  He endured it for you and for me.  He did it because 
He loved us and He knew the bigger picture, as we noted earlier this week.

Thank Jesus for what He went through for us and how He died and still 
loves us so much as His children.
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WEEK 37 THE CRUCIFIXION AND THE CRIMINALS-Dennis Watson

The most pivotal time in human history was the crucifixion of Jesus.  For 
many it was a tragedy. But according to God’s plan it was the greatest 
triumph of all time.  It was a turning point for people.  Specifically, it was a 
turning point for all mankind.  Man’s greatest predicament was settled, the 
predicament of sin and death.  Personally, for those in this week’s text, the 
settlement was eternal salvation for some while for others it was eternal 
damnation.  God provided forgiveness but forgiveness must be received.  
One criminal received forgiveness and the other rejected it.  The Roman 
centurion we will read about this week received forgiveness but Judas 
rejected it and even betrayed Jesus.  This is a great week for you to make 
sure you are a recipient of God’s forgiveness. 

Day 1

First Read Luke 23:32-34 and Mark 15:39

Forgiveness is a powerful word that describes a powerful concept.  Jesus 
came to forgive sins and, in His death on the cross, sins were fully forgiven 
and removed.  There were two criminals crucified along with Jesus.  We will 
look at them more this week.  While He was hanging on the cross He spoke 
the most remarkable words in the presence of those who chose to be His 
enemies.  He said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
do.” (verse 34)  Instead of retaliation, He chose to forgive.  You might ask, 
“What motivated Him to forgive instead of retaliate?” It was the purpose of 
His Father to forgive sin, not holding it against sinners, that was His motiva-
tion.  This is why He came.  He came to bring what could not be achieved 
by human merit but could be received by faith. 
 
No matter where a person is or at what time it is in their life—early, middle 
or the very end of life; the forgiveness Jesus came to give is offered to all. 
However, sin forgiven does not necessarily mean forgiveness received.  
There was a Roman centurion at the foot of the cross and when Jesus died 
he received the forgiveness offered.  When Jesus died the centurion made 
his own confession of faith which was as far as he could go at the time.  He 
said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”  Warren Wiersbe says of the centuri-
on:
I believe that this was the confession of faith of this centurion and this was 
as far as he could go at this time. He couldn't have said anything that would 
have revealed his faith more than this. He acknowledged that Jesus is God's 
Son. He acknowledged who He was and certainly what He was doing. I do 
not believe that this man had all the details of theology. This man had nev-
er read Strong's theology or any of my books, but this man knew enough 
to take his place beneath the Cross of Christ. And, you know, that is all God 
has ever asked any sinner to do. He asks us to come in faith to Him. 
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That is what this man is doing. We must remember that he was a pagan 
Roman, and he had the cruel job of crucifying men. He was certainly made 
very tender at this time. 11

Have you received the forgiveness He offers?  If so, are you amazed enough 
at His forgiveness to be giving it to others?  Those who are forgiven much, 
will forgive much.  Give thanks for the wonderful and incredible gift of 
forgiveness.

_________________________
11Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee



59

Day 2

First Read Luke 23:35-38

The people came to a crisis of belief.  Just a few days earlier the people 
lined the roadway to Jerusalem as Jesus passed by crying out “Hosanna, 
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  A few weeks before 
they had seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead.  Now the crisis of belief 
had put them in a difficult place.  The One they believed to be the deliver-
er was hanging on the cross and the religious leaders and Roman soldiers 
were mocking Him. What had happened?  Had they been led astray?  Had 
they been taken in by a scam?  I believe the people were not sure what to 
do or what to believe.  Their expectations had been shattered.  

It was the perfect storm; all things were converging to bring about a disas-
ter.  He was their king, deliverer, and Savior, but here He was nailed to a 
Roman cross, dying.  They saw the sign above His head written in Greek, 
Latin and Hebrew, “This is the King of the Jews.”  Was that an indictment or 
the truth?  It looked like the indictment for which He was hanging on the 
cross.  It was intended to be mockery but it was the truth.  Little did they 
know that what looked like a tragedy was the greatest victory of all history!  
It was time for the people to hang on and let God finish.  He always gets 
the last word!

Have you ever been in a situation like this, where you felt all alone, trusting 
and waiting on the Lord but in the end it appeared that you were left 
looking foolish?  Well, to many, Jesus looked foolish.  The religious leaders 
mocked Him with words, but He was untouched.  He was on a mission.  In 
these cases faith stands, waits, and allows God to finish.  He is faithful.  
What looked like a period at the end of a sentence at the ending of a book 
was merely a pause—a comma until all had been finished.

Keep your eyes on the Lord.  He has the last word.  Let Him finish!
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Day 3

First Read Mark 15:25-32

It was 9:00 in the morning when they put Jesus on the cross.  The criminals 
being crucified had the charge for their crime inscribed on a sign that was 
hung above them on the cross.  Jesus was now a convicted criminal.  The 
charge against Jesus was His claim to be “The King of the Jews.”  But this 
was true!  Crucified with Him were two thieves, one on each side of Him.  
This fulfilled the prophecy found in Isaiah 53:12 that said He would be 
“numbered with the transgressors.”  

Many people were mocking Jesus, including Roman soldiers and the Jewish 
religious leaders.  Now the people who were passing by joined in the 
mockery.  They wanted to see Jesus come down off the cross.  Even though 
they were mocking Him, perhaps they had seen some of His miracles and 
thought that maybe He could do it.  Since He had claimed that He would 
rebuild the temple in three days they thought He should be able to save 
Himself!  If He had done what they were suggesting He could have vindicat-
ed Himself and proven that He was powerful; however, He would not have 
been the Savior of the world.  He had to see it through until it was finished. 

When Satan tempted Jesus in the desert, after His baptism, one of the 
things Satan wanted Him to do was jump off a high place to demonstrate 
His power.  He refused to do it because His time had not yet come.  Jesus 
trusted His Father.  Jesus’ part was to follow and obey His Father until His 
plan was finished. 

Jesus stayed the course. He did not come down off the cross and the peo-
ple despised Him.  We read in Matthew 26:53 that He could have asked His 
Father to provide 12 legions of angels (72,000) to rescue Him. 

Sometimes I go through tough times, just like you, and the temptation is to 
take a short cut or maybe even give up.  But Jesus showed us that no mat-
ter how tough things get, we need to stay the course and allow God to take 
care of us.  For Jesus this meant suffering and ultimately dying on the cross 
but we will see that God, in His faithfulness, raised and exalted Him.
Remember faith never gives up!  God is faithful and He will finish what He 
starts.  Trust Him and stay the course.
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Day 4

First Read Luke 23:39-43

As Jesus was hanging on the cross one of the thieves mocked Jesus asking 
Him to get them all off the crosses and save them if He really was God’s 
anointed.  Luke called this blasphemy.  This word describes railing and 
mocking.  He was not sincere, he was slandering Jesus.  Then the other 
thief lashed out at the one blaspheming, asking if he feared God at all.  He 
also acknowledged that both of them were there because they deserved 
the punishment for their crimes but Jesus had done nothing wrong.  He 
said “But this man has done nothing wrong.” (verse 41B)  I believe he was 
acknowledging the complete holiness of Jesus.  He was acknowledging 
Jesus as the Messiah.  He then made a request of Jesus, the Messiah, “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” (verse 42)  Both of 
the thieves had access to the Savior but only this one made the appeal for 
salvation.  Jesus told him, “This day you will be with me in paradise.”

Here is how Warren Wiersbe speaks about this man’s faith:

The one thief imitated the mockery of the religious leaders and asked Jesus 
to rescue him from the cross, but the other thief had different ideas. He 
may have reasoned, "If this Man is indeed the Christ, and if He has a king-
dom, and if He has saved others, then He can meet my greatest need which 
is salvation from sin. I am not ready to die!" It took courage for this thief to 
defy the influence of his friend and the mockery of the crowd, and it took 
faith for him to trust a dying King! When you consider all that he had to 
overcome, the faith of this thief is astounding.12

Like all of us who have been saved by Jesus this man was saved totally by 
grace.  He did not deserve it.  He had no time to join a church or be bap-
tized.  He had no time to do good works or do anything to earn his salva-
tion.  So clearly Jesus saved this man totally by grace through his faith.

Salvation is a free gift that must be received.  Have you received it?  Share 
the gospel with someone today.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - New Testament - The Bible Exposition Commen-
tary – New Testament, Volume 1.
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 22:17-18

In the Old Testament we talked about connecting the dots.  As we go 
through the New Testament we are seeing the dots connected.  Day five 
each week we look at either a Psalm or Prophetic book and see how it con-
nects to the gospel and Jesus.  All of Psalm 22 is a prophetic look at God’s 
servant Jesus, and how He would suffer and die.  It is clear that most of the 
Jewish people knew the Psalms. Do you suppose that anyone was aware of 
these prophecies?  

Again the dots connected enable us to see the fulfillment in what hap-
pened to Jesus.  As people passed by they stared at Jesus hanging on the 
cross.  The soldiers divided His upper garment into four pieces and each 
one took a piece.  His inner garment, or tunic, was woven of one piece and 
they agreed not to divide it but to cast lots (draw straws) for it.  The Roman 
soldiers knew nothing of this scripture but unknowingly fulfilled it. (verse 
18)

In these verses, especially backing up to verse 16, David was describing 
something that he did not know about.  David described crucifixion.  How-
ever, crucifixion it was not a Jewish means of capital punishment, and it's 
unlikely that he ever saw it occur. David the prophetic psalmist saw what 
would happen to the Messiah centuries later.

I am amazed each time we see God’s Word so clearly written so many years 
in advance.  Once again it is a reminder that He is in the driver’s seat.
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WEEK 38 The Death of Christ----------------------------- Chris Watson

It is natural to mourn after a death, especially the death of someone we are 
very close to.  Can you imagine what it must have been like for the mother 
of Jesus and His disciples? They had seen all that had happened to Jesus 
up to this point and then they watched Him die on the cross.   They knew 
enough to know His death was coming, and Jesus told them that it was 
meant to be, but surely they had many questions in their heads just trying 
to understand it all.  This week we look at something so painful to read and 
understand but yet so beautiful because it saved us from our sins.
 
Day 1

First Read Matthew 27:27-31

The soldiers of the governor along with other Romans soldiers gathered 
around Jesus.  They began to patronize and mock Jesus.   They were mock-
ing Jesus since He claimed to be King of the Jews.  First they placed a scar-
let robe on Him. After they placed the robe and crown of thorns on Him 
they gave him a staff to mock a scepter that would be carried by a real king.  
Everything that the soldiers and “leaders” did to Jesus was to mock Him. 
They didn’t believe that He was God’s Son, whom He claimed to be.  After 
they “dressed” Him like a king they began to mock Him even more, “Hail, 
king of the Jews!” They spit on him and took the staff and struck him on the 
head again and again. After they mocked Him, they took off the robe and 
put His clothes back on Him.(verse30b-31a)

Can you imagine the mockery, injustice, and ridicule that Jesus went 
through?  If that was the customary punishment for crimes we might 
understand and say that it was “justified” treatment. But Jesus was holy 
and righteous, He had never sinned.  We are the sinners! We deserve what 
Jesus went through but Jesus became our substitute. He is our substitution 
atonement.  He did for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves.  Our death 
would have only brought eternal destruction apart from God.

Why would Jesus endure such strife, pain, and ridicule?  He did it for you, 
for me, and for any other person who would call on the name of the Lord 
for salvation.  Everything that Jesus did was to glorify God. That led to Jesus 
being crucified and God being glorified through Christ’ obedience. 

Revelation 17:14 tells us that Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
There is no other king higher than Jesus; there is no other king that de-
serves glory and praise.  Jesus is worthy to be praised, not just because He 
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died for our sins but, because He is God.  He alone is blameless and holy.  
He did for us what we could not do for ourselves, even when it meant be-
ing ridiculed, mocked and laughed at.  It was all for God’s glory and so that 
you and I could be reconciled to God.

We see in Romans 10 that we were once enemies with God but because of 
what Jesus did we are now friends of God through Jesus, if we will call on 
His name.  Take some time today to thank Jesus for what He did, what He 
went through leading up to His death. Thank Him that we can now have 
eternal life, the hope of heaven. We are no longer enemies of God. 

Give Thanks!
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Day 2

First Read Matthew 27:32-44

Today’s passage is Matthew’s account of the crucifixion.  In the gospels 
each writer shares a different perspective of the crucifixion.  Matthew’s 
account is the only one that mentions Jesus was given wine mixed with gal, 
something that was intended to help ease the pain.  

Notice in Matthew’s account, the mockery and ridicule of Jesus only 
increase in intensity.  “They said you can build the temple in three days, 
save yourself!” “You save others but you can’t save yourself?” They even 
mocked God saying, “Let God save Him.”  When I read and study this pas-
sage, I find myself getting angry with the way Jesus was treated. But then I 
have to realize that the reason He was there in the first place was because 
of my sin.  Yes, it was God’s will but it was my sin that put Him there.
  
Note two things in this passage.  Verse 35 talks about casting lots for His 
clothes and this is prophesied in Psalm 22:18.  In verse 37, we read that 
they placed a sign over His head that read, “This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews.” Little did they know how true those words were.  Again, this was just 
mockery as they didn’t believe He was King of the Jews, nor did they want 
to believe it.  They were not the only ones that didn’t believe it; neither did 
the two thieves on either side of Jesus.  It was bad enough He was crucified 
for no reason, let alone having thieves crucified next to Him. The thieves 
began to join in the mockery with the rest of the people.
  
Notice the things for which they mocked Jesus.  They couldn’t find any bad 
in Him, only good.  They mocked Him for claiming to be the Son of God, 
which He was.  They mocked Him for being a King, which He was.  They 
mocked Him for saying He would destroy and build the temple in three 
days, which He did.  They mocked Him for being the King of the Jews, which 
He was.  They mocked Him for healing and saving people, which He did.  
The things they mocked Him for were all true, every one of them.

They could truly find no fault in Him. Remember Pilate’s words in Luke 
23:14-16 “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the 
people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found 
no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, 
neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving 
of death has been done by Him.  I will therefore chastise Him and release 
Him.”

No one could find true guilt or wrong in Jesus, because there was none.  
Take time to thank Jesus for being the perfect sacrifice and doing for us 
what we could not do for ourselves.  Thank Jesus that though He was ridi-
culed He endured it all for our salvation. 
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Day 3

First Read Luke 23:44-49

Praise Jesus for His death on the cross.  On one hand it is hard to read 
about and contemplate while on the other hand thanking Him for the great 
and glorious thing He did for us.  Jesus did for us what we could not do for 
ourselves.  Because of what He did we now have the hope of a relationship 
with God.

Verse 45 speaks of the veil being torn in two and this is of great signif-
icance.  In Old Testament times the Holy Place was separated from the 
Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies), by a veil or curtain.  The curtain blocked 
people from going into the Most Holy Place.  Once a year the High Priest 
was allowed go into the Most High Place to make atonement for the sins 
of the people. This was the only time anyone was allowed inside the most 
Holy Place.  People could not go in to commune with God except once a 
year, a time that was set up by God. Before Jesus’ death on the cross, the 
Law demanded the veil separate the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place 
and it was strictly adhered to.  However, after His death, the veil was torn 
in two which meant that all who believed in the Father could now have 
direct access to Him.  We can speak directly to Him, walk with Him and 
commune with Him.  Once we trust in Jesus’ work on the cross and put our 
faith in Him we have direct access to the Father.  We don’t need a pastor, 
priest, friend or family member to speak to God.  We can do it whenever 
and wherever we want to.  

This is why Jesus shed His blood. Jesus wanted us to spend eternity with 
Him forever and if you have trusted Jesus as your Savior, you will. Not only 
will you spend eternity with Him but you can walk and talk with Him daily. 
Because of what Jesus did for us, we can know God.  Had Jesus not died 
for our sins, this would not be possible.  Hebrews 9:22 tells us “without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”

Thank God for His Son’s death on the cross!  Be Thankful to Him that now 
we have direct access to Him through Jesus Christ.  Ask God who He wants 
you to share His free gift of salvation with today. It is the greatest news 
ever told.  We were once separated from God but because of God’s grace 
we have been made right with Him.
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Day 4

First Read Matthew 27:45-56

“Jesus’ cry, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” found in Mark 
15:34, has puzzled many. Jesus is actually quoting the opening line of Psalm 
22 and using it to express His deep agony on the cross. He is suffering the 
penalty for our sin, in our place.  The penalty for sin is death (Romans 
6:23). Death includes two dimensions—physical and spiritual. Physical 
death is the separation of the spirit from the body. Spiritual death is the 
separation of the spirit from God. Since Jesus was dying for our sin as our 
substitute, He was experiencing the agony of separation from His Father. It 
was the agony of hell. There is an unfathomable mystery here. Jesus was 
both God and man united in one divine Person. He could not suffer and die 
with respect to His deity, but He could suffer the agony of separation from 
the Father and actually die physically with respect to His humanity. And He 
did, that we might, through repentance from sin and faith in Him as our 
Savior and Lord, be forgiven of our sin and reconciled with God.” 13

Jesus’ question “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”(verse 46) 
makes it evident that He was separated from God. He had taken on the 
sins of the world and was feeling the wrath of God.  When we think about 
this we see the true love and grace that God has given.  The fact that God 
punished His only Son, Jesus, for what I deserved is incredible.  But God 
is holy and righteous and this had to be done. Our sin had to be paid for 
and either we pay the price, which we could not do and we would spend 
eternity in hell, or Jesus pay it for us so we could have the hope of Heaven 
and a relationship with God.

This passage helps us to see that God takes sin seriously and yet His love 
overrides our sin. Praise the Lord! As you go throughout your day take time 
to thank God for His love.  Seek to really focus on the grace that has been 
given to you and the hope that is now yours.  

_____________________________________________________________ 
13http://billygraham.org/answer/did-god-really-forsake-jesus-when-he-was-dying-on-the-
cross/



68

Day 5

First Read Isaiah 53:5

Take some time to slowly read Mac Powell’s song below that goes hand in 
hand with our scripture today.
 He was pierced for our transgressions
 He was crushed for our sins
 The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him
 And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed

 He was pierced for our transgressions
 He was crushed for our sins
 The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him
 And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed

 We are healed by Your sacrifice
 And the life that You gave
 We are healed for You paid the price
 By Your grace we are saved
 We are saved

                He was pierced for our transgressions
 And crushed for our sins
 The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him
 And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed

 We are healed by Your sacrifice
 And the life that You gave
 We are healed for You paid the price
 By Your grace we are saved
 We are saved

 He was pierced for our transgressions
 He was crushed for our sins
 The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him
 And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed
 And by His wounds, by His wounds

 What can wash away my sin?
 Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Think of the ministry that Jesus had on this earth.   Everything He did, heal-
ing, teaching, and dying for our sins was all for God’s glory and it brought 
the opportunity for us to know God through Him.  Thank God for His free 
gift of salvation and the hope that we have in Him.  
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WEEK 39 THE RESURRECTION-----------------------Dennis Watson

The gospel rests upon two great truths - the death of Christ and the resur-
rection of Christ.  These two events are game changers.  His crucifixion is 
the final punctuation of Jesus becoming a man.  The resurrection of Jesus 
confirms Jesus as the Son of God.  Jesus was seen alive after His resurrec-
tion by more than 500 people, including His disciples.   This week we look 
at the resurrection of Jesus.  Paul makes it clear that if there is no resurrec-
tion, our faith is futile.

Day 1

First Read Matthew 27:57-66

Both Joseph and Nicodemus had become believers in Jesus Christ.  In John 
19:38, we read that these men participated in taking the body of Jesus 
and placing in it a tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea.  It is not clear why 
a wealthy man like Joseph of Arimathea owned a tomb at this location.  
There is speculation that Jesus made arrangements with him before His 
death to use the tomb.  

It seems that the disciples of Jesus had forgotten about Jesus saying that 
He would be resurrected after three days. But His enemies, the religious 
leaders, remembered.  They urged Pilate to secure the tomb of Jesus by 
using the Roman seal on it. The Roman seal included wax and a cord, and 
when used, it would be obvious if the tomb was tampered with.  They also 
insisted that guards be placed at the tomb.  Why were they so concerned?  
Did they think the disciples would come and take His body trying to make 
people think He had risen from the dead?

This is one of those small details that is often missed.  The Lord God 
allowed an event to confirm that Jesus’ body had not been taken.  The 
Roman seal was very significant because when Jesus was resurrected, there 
was no way it could be said that His disciples returned to the tomb and 
moved His body.  This is another case where what man meant for evil God 
used for good.  Clearly Jesus was raised from the dead.  No one could tam-
per with His body after the tomb had been sealed and was being guarded 
by the Roman soldiers.

Our mighty God is a God of details.  Here we are two thousand years later 
with many confirmations that Jesus was raised from the dead, just as God 
had said.  Tell someone today that Jesus is alive.  He defeated sin, death, 
and the grave, and He lives in you!

Give praise to the Lord for His amazing plan!
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Day 2

First Read Matthew 28:1-10

Matthew tells us that these events happened after the Sabbath.  For the 
Jewish people, the Sabbath (Saturday) began at sundown on Friday evening 
and concluded at sundown on Saturday evening.  He also tells us that these 
ladies went to the tomb as the first day of the week was dawning.  This 
would have been early Sunday morning.  The ladies were the first to find 
what had taken place.  There was an earthquake and an angel rolled the 
stone away from the opening and was sitting on it.  The stone did not need 
to be rolled away for Jesus to exit the tomb but it happened this way so 
that others would see what had taken place and tell others.  The tomb was 
empty!  The appearance of the angel was bright and his clothing was white 
as snow.  “The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men.” (verse 4)  

One of the amazing things about this biblical, historical account is that 
women were the first ones to discover the empty tomb and they were the 
first ones to see that Jesus had been resurrected.  The angel told the wom-
en to go and tell the disciples.  Women in that culture and in that day could 
not testify in court.  But the Lord used women to first proclaim that Jesus 
was alive!  They announced the good news to the others.

J. Vernon McGee explains the focus of Matthew in his gospel:

“Matthew presents Jesus as the King. The features of the resurrection story 
which contain the element of the spectacular and sensational are given. 
There is a fanfare of trumpets in the account given in Matthew. He was 
born a King. He lived as a King. He died a King, and He rose from the dead a 
King. Matthew tells of the earthquake, of the angel's descent, of the stone 
rolled away, of the frightened guards, and of the effort by the religious 
rulers to cover up the fact of the empty tomb.”14

 
On their way to tell the disciples, Jesus met the women and told them to 
tell the disciples that He would meet them in Galilee.

Tell someone or several people that Jesus is alive!  That is what makes our 
faith alive and vibrant!

_________________________
14Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee
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Day 3

First Read Luke 24:1-12

Today, day three of the week, is the day of connecting the biblical, historical 
account to the gospel.  This week we need to understand what Paul wrote, 
under Holy Spirit inspiration, about the significance of the resurrection:
13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.   14And if 
Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 
15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified 
of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact the 
dead do not rise. 16For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17And 
if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:13-17) (NKJV) 

It is impossible to overstate the significance of the resurrection.  Jesus told 
His disciples many times that He would go to Jerusalem, die and that He 
would be raised to life three days later.  But it appears, as we see today, 
that His disciples were slow to believe this and that later they were re-
buked for this (Mark 16:14). 
 
The three women, in Luke’s account, that went to the tomb to anoint the 
dead body of Jesus with spices were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James, and Joanna.  They knew the tomb was guarded and had been 
sealed with the official Roman seal. How did they expect to get to Him?  
Maybe they simply thought, “We will deal with that when we get there.”

Upon their arrival at the tomb, the stone had been rolled away and the 
tomb was empty.  The women went into the tomb and they were “per-
plexed” that Jesus’ body was not there.  There were two angels in the tomb 
and they asked the women a rebuking question, “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead?”  The angels then told them “He is not here, He 
is risen!”  When the angels reminded them that Jesus had told them this 
would happen, they remembered His words.

The women went immediately to the eleven disciples and told them what 
had taken place. But to the disciples, “It seemed like idle tales.”  What a 
disappointing response!  Have you ever been excited to be the first to share 
good news and have no one believe you or share your excitement?

Peter jumped up and ran to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said.  He had to think about it for a while but John, in his gospel, says that 
he (the disciple whom Jesus loved) “looked in and believed.” (John 20:8) 

There is no greater news known to man than that Jesus Christ lived, died, 
and was raised to life again.  He is living in me!  What about you? 
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“He lives! He lives!  Christ Jesus lives today. He walks with me and talks 
with me along life’s narrow way.  He lives!  He lives! Salvation to impart.  
You ask me how I know He lives, He lives within my heart!”
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Day 4

First Read Matthew 28:11-15

How could the guards not believe after what they had experienced?  The 
answer is pretty clear; they were looking out for their own hides.  While 
believers were rejoicing in the risen Savior, unbelievers were plotting how 
to stop the good news of the resurrection.  The soldiers realized they were 
in a lot of trouble.  For a Roman soldier to fail his duty as a soldier, the 
punishment was death (see Acts 12:19 and 16:27-28).  The soldiers did not 
go to Pilate or their superior officers.  They chose to plot with the Jewish 
religious leaders. They understood that the Jewish religious leaders wanted 
to cover this up and they would most likely make a lot of money in the 
process.  It was important for the religious leaders to put out this fire.  For 
the soldiers it would save their hides and pad their wallets.

At this point, I have to ask a question; what makes a person ignore the 
truth?  For the soldiers, what they had seen and experienced was not 
worth the possible punishment.  They had to make a decision based on 
their value system.  They had experienced the earthquake and seen the 
angel; they had probably even seen the risen Jesus.  Their value system led 
them to ignore the facts and side with the Jewish religious leaders.  For 
a sum of money they agreed to deny what they had personally seen and 
experienced. They were instructed to say that while they were sleeping His 
disciples came and took His body.  In exchange, the Jewish religious leaders 
gave them money and vouched for them before the governor, making them 
“secure.”

This plotting still goes on today.  To choose not to believe typically begins 
with a value system that is driven by self-preservation.  Acknowledging the 
resurrection of Jesus, as a fact by faith, would require surrendering to Him 
not only as Savior but as Lord.  Like the guards, many people are not willing 
to give up their lives.  They think there is too much at stake.  However, 
there is more at stake than they realize.  Eternal life is at stake and that is a 
high cost to pay to preserve life in the temporal realm.  

The guards exchanged the truth for a lie.  That was a high cost for “self 
preservation.”  
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Day 5

First Read Psalm 34:19-20

Death by crucifixion was a slow, agonizing process. Often the person cru-
cified was not dead before sundown so their legs were broken, hastening 
their death because they would suffocate. According to John 19, Jesus cried 
out from the cross and His last three words were “It is finished.”  Notice 
that He cried out before the process of breaking the legs took place.  Re-
member it was God who was in control.  In today’s passage it was prophe-
sied that not one of His bones would be broken.  In John 19, it is recorded 
that the guards broke the legs of the two thieves but when they went to 
Jesus and saw He was already dead they did not break His legs.  Instead 
one of the guards pierced Jesus’ side with His spear. His hands and feet 
were also pierced, as was prophesied in the Old Testament. 
 
Psalms 34:20 tells us the word “guard” means to “exercise great care over.”  
The Lord God, Jesus’ Father, was able to keep, or guard, His Son and keep 
His bones from being broken as was prophesied.  The Lord is able to keep 
our enemies in check.  Their own evil deeds will destroy them.  Warren 
Wiersbe says, “Sin is its own executioner.”  The sinful acts of God’s enemies 
will come back on them and ultimately crush them.  Jesus’ enemies plotted 
to destroy Him. Not only did it not work, the plot destroyed them.  

The entire crucifixion and resurrection was God’s plan from before the 
creation of the world.  To be on this end and see how God connected the 
dots is an amazing faith producing work.  He tells us in Romans 10:17 that 
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  Continue to dig 
into His word, be amazed and let your faith grow.
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The transition from Volume 3 to volume 4 of “The Dots Connected” is 
huge.  We close this volume with the resurrection of Jesus and the next 
volume will open with the resurrection appearances of Jesus, the Great 
Commission, and the ascension of Jesus back into heaven at His Father’s 
right hand.  Then we move into the Gospel being taken into the world with 
the book of Acts.  We are now begining to see Jesus, through His Holy   
Spirit, empowering people like Peter, Paul, Silas, and Barnabas living their 
lives as ambassadors of Christ.  Volume 4 will conclude with the conversion 
of Saul, the conversion of Gentiles and the Fruits of the Spirit.  We will see 
the church come to life and thrive in Volume 4.

Stay on course as we continue to get the dots connected.


