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Lessons from the Fiery Furnace: 

 

1) God’s Word and commands always override any other authority! 

 

Then a herald cried aloud: “To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that at 

the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds 

of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up; 
6 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a 

burning fiery furnace.”              Daniel 3:4-6 

“You shall have no other gods before Me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any 

likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am 

a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 

generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and 

keep My commandments.         Exodus 20:3-6 

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 

and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority 

resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers 

are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what 

is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if 

you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an 

avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only 

because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they 

are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: 

taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 

          Romans 13:1-7 
 

We are to submit to our human authorities, but if such authorities go against God’s Word 

and authority, we are to follow God’s. 

 

2) Our actions will show what we really believe, not mere words. 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if 

not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold 

image which you have set up.”         Daniel 3:16-18 

 

If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this 

commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. Whoever 

believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also 

loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we 

love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His 

commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our] faith. 5 Who is he 

who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?        1 John 4:20-5:5 



 

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me 

does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 

            John 14:23-24 

 

3) We must decide who and what we believe so that when, not if, our time comes to stand, we 

will stand on God’s Word. 

 

The “dividing line” of true Christ followers (believers) vs. nominal believers and or non-believers 

is becoming more and more clear. 

 

As believers, we either stand with God and His Word or we totally abandon it.  As time goes on 

and as our culture becomes increasingly “anti-” the One True God, we must answer the question, 

“Where do I land?”  It can’t be God’s and His Word and the world. 

 

“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So 

then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not 

know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.           Revelation 3:15-17 

 

4) As true “Christ Followers”, always expect to be in the minority. 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were the only three guys of the whole Jewish community 

that didn’t bow down.   

 

Out of thousands, you have only three who stand with God’s plans. 

 

Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely 

for My sake.            Matthew 5:11 

 

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and 

there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to 

life, and there are few who find it.                 Matthew 7:13-14 

 

5) Whether or not serving or following God pans out like we want, we must fully commit and 

follow. 

 

If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 

and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we 

do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”   

           Daniel 3:17-18 

 

The faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego was: 

 

 Settled 

 Strong 

 Steadfast 

 

Today, will you commit to follow God at all costs?  Will you realize He is all you have and need?  

Will you be like the three guys and stand when others won’t?  Will you follow God whether it 

works out the way you intended or not? 

 


