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1 Samuel 16

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 











  1 Samuel 16:7
Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him. 



       1 Samuel 16:13-14

We know from Jeremiah the heart is deceitful, we need God to work on it!  We don’t need to follow “our heart”, but the “heart of God.”  Samuel’s heart began to slowly “depart” from the Lord, one step at a time.  It began in 1 Samuel 13 and ramped up in chapter 15.

Then those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations where they are carried captive, because I was crushed by their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and by their eyes which play the harlot after their idols; they will loathe themselves for the evils which they committed in all their abominations.     Ezekiel 6:9
From last week you may remember Saul got here by trading his saying for doing, excuses for confessions and sacrifice instead of disobedience!

From 1 Samuel 16:7 we know the Lord looks at the heart, though we have learned that our heart can be deceitful, as can our minds, emotions, etc.

A departed heart most often happens slowly, one step at a time.   For example, if we start out for a specific destination and take a small step to the right, and continue in that direction, we will never end up at our intended destination.
Here is what we can learn from 1 Samuel 16, from Saul and David:

1) The Process of a devoted heart:
Saul:



a. Following what we want or desire, even half obedience
In chapter 13 and 15 Saul did what seemed right; he followed “his heart”



b. A sense of humility turned prideful



1 Samuel 9:21 and 15:12



c. Lack of repentance



Saul failed to recognize his sin and much less repent (turn)



d. Excuses made for our disobedience




“It’s always someone else’s fault.” – Saul blamed the people



e. A failure to seek the Lord without fail!
       2) 
The Principles and Truth we must grasp:
a. My heart is evil and deceitful at best!

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?  Jeremiah 17:9
-I need not trust myself, but God.

b. I need a new/ changed heart- what my heart was intended for all along.



This is for the unbeliever



This is also for the believer, every second of every day.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
   Psalms 51:10
c. If I don’t rightly feed or give my heart what was intended, I will be empty and lost.

 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life. Proverbs 4:23
d. To have a heart after God I must seek after it!


“I will”

e. What’s in our hearts eventually shows up.

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart[a] brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.  







        Luke 6:45
3) The Prayers and Obedience we must offer up:
The vast difference between Saul and King David was their hearts!  It wasn’t because of David,  but because he sought God who worked on his heart.
I will resolve to follow God and His Word!  “I will” appears 244 times in the Psalms.  David wrote a majority of the Psalms.
Pray- Give heed to the voice of my cry, my King and my God, or to You I will pray 
         Psalm 5:2
Worship- I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

      Psalm 9:1-2 

Rejoice in your salvation- That I may tell of all Your praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion. I will rejoice in Your salvation. 







       Psalm 9:14

Trust- The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  




       Psalm 18:2
Steadfast- My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise.     Psalm 57:7
Meditate on Him- I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways. 
   Psalm 119:15
Where is your heart today?  Has it departed?  Is it on it’s way?  Does your heart need a change only God can give?  Will you resolve to seek God and say “I will”?
