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Numbers 21:4-9 

 

Invitation: That we would all look to Jesus! 

 

When a person’s heart is intent on rebellion and beset by discontent, even the best of gifts 

from the Lord can lose their savor; nothing will fully satisfy until the heart is made right.  

R.D. Cole 

 

3 Observations: 

- Whose fault was it the snakes were sent?  Israel.  We might be inclined or tempted to 

say God, but God was punishing them for their sin. 

o They knew that consequences followed grumbling and disobeying the Lord. 

� Whining because of no food/ water- Exodus 16 & 17 

� They wanted different food and some died for craving other food- 

Numbers  11 

� Complained about no water and one consequence was death- Numbers14 

� Moses disobedience- Numbers 20 

� Here we are on the 8
th
 “complaining session” but God has always 

provided. 

� The people’s disobedience allowed them to see that God expected, 

obedience (and not complaining), and if they didn’t there were 

consequences. 

� Because of God’s love, there was discipline, just as we discipline our 

kids out of love and what is right for them. 

� Just as with Adam and Eve, they chose to disobey God, it was their 

choice. 

� I am a sinner, I am messed up, I need Jesus, and it’s my fault! 

 

- What was the people’s response? 

o The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the 

LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” 

So Moses prayed for the people.                                                       Numbers 21:7 

� They recognized their sin, its consequences and that it was against God. 

� Adam and Eve hid from God; they realized they had done wrong, they 

disobeyed God. 

� When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”               Acts 2:37 

� What is your response? 

 

- What did God do? 
o He provided a way out for the Israelites, Numbers 21:8-9 

o Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up,
 
that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”   

                       John 3:14-15 
o The people were told to repent and be baptized.  Acts 2:38 

 

God provided then and He provides now!  In all of our needs we are to look to Jesus! 

 



 
 

1) For Salvation 

- The Israelites would be saved from physical death if they looked at the snake on the 

pole.  It may have seemed crazy to them but when folks were dying left and right, if 

that’s what would save you, then you would do it. 

 

-We are to look to Jesus. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.          

                                     John 3:14-15 
 

-We are to look, place our faith in Jesus, and live (Charles Spurgeon testimony)  

 

2) For repentance 

Repent (Greek metanoeo) – to change any or all of the elements composing of one’s life; 

attitude, thoughts, and behaviors concerning the demands of God for right living. (NIV 

Exhaustive Concordance).  Recognizing the way I am going is wrong, not God’s way so I 

repent (about face) and go the other way!  Aligning myself with God’s heart. 

 

- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness.                                                                                     1 John 1:9 

 
-Any close relationship (in good standing) we would seek to be right with the person.  

We don’t apologize one time for all the things we might ever do and then we are good.  

We want that relationship to be healthy. 

 

- Repentance should be an active part of worship, it is intended for us to recognize our 

shortcomings, confess those, understand God has paid for those, and to turn (repent) from 

them.  Repentance is something that God does in us. 

 

3) For casting our burdens 

- Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous be 

shaken.                                                                                                               Psalm 55:22 

 

- Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.                                    1 Peter 5:7 

 

-Huge difference between complaining/ grumbling about our burdens and cares compared 

to giving them to the Lord. 

 

4) For thanksgiving 
 - Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.       Psalm 107:1 

 

- Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and 

praise his name.                         Psalm 100:4 

 

- Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.   

                       1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 

 

This morning all of us either need to look to Jesus for one or all of these: Salvation, 

repentance, burdens, and thanksgiving!  This morning may we be real before God. 


