
Israel Spies out the Land 
Numbers 13: 27-33, 14:5-9, 20-34 

Faithfulness vs. Unfaithfulness 

 

1) Trusting in self/man vs. trusting in God (Numbers 13:26-28).  

I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing.                                                                     Genesis 12:2 

 

The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an 

everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God. 

             Genesis 17:8 
 

They were doubting and discounting the promises of God!  Doubt had set in. 

 

Do you put more stake in God’s Word and His promises or on what you can see and 

know?  Do you trust God? 

 

2) Sharing what is physically seen vs. what is spiritually seen. (Numbers 13:32) 
 

They had their eyes on the wrong thing.  They began to listen to “others.” They saw the 

problem and not the answer to the problem.  God is always our answer. 

 

All 12 spies had the same facts, they interpreted it differently, the majority left God out! 

 

3) Getting caught up in the situation (forgetting God) vs. trusting the God of your 

situation.  (Numbers 13:33) 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose.                                                             Romans 8:28 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
 
in all 

your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.                  Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

4) Wishing you could go back vs. Trusting where God has you! (Numbers 14:2-4) 
What we had before our relationship with God might have provided “some” comfort, but 

nothing provides stability and assurance more than God and trusting God. 

 

5) Experiencing God’s best vs. dealing with consequences of Sin (Numbers 14:22-23) 

Obedience would have led to the realization of seeing the Promised Land.  However, 

their rebellion and unfaithfulness not only cost them not seeing the Promised Land, it also 

cost them their lives. 

 

There are consequences for our sin and yet rewards for seeking God and His best. 

 

6) Those closest to us dealing with the consequences of our choices vs. dealing with the 

benefits (Numbers 14:33)  
Our faithfulness or unfaithfulness matters!   

 

Will your kids find your faithfulness in and to God to be life changing?  Will they want to 

follow in your footsteps, or will they have to pay some of the consequences of your 

laziness and sin? Might we be found faithful to God and our calling, to follow Him! 


