
God Gives Moses the Ten Commandments 

August 31, 2014. Exodus 17:1-25 

  

So why give the 10 commandments, why the law? 

1) To show our sin (where and how we fall short--- our problem). 

• Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 

God. 
 
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of 

the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.                                       

                  Romans 3:19-20 

• What is sin?  Hamartia- any act contrary to the law and will of God!  An act of 

disobedience to the Divine law. Israel had already broken pretty much all of 

them.  

• When Moses was bringing the laws off the mountains the Israelites were in the 

process of breaking the first 2! 

• There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there 

is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become 

worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.             Romans 3:11-12 

• The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, 

nor can it do so.
 
Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.  

          Romans 8:7-8 
 

2) To lead us to Christ---the 10 commandments are all about Jesus!   

• So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified 

by faith.  Galatians 3:24.  We need to be forgiven! 

• The word for schoolmaster is paidagogos, meaning a "child conductor," one who 

takes a little child by the hand and leads him to the school. The Law is our 

schoolmaster, our paidagogos. It takes us by the hand, like a little child, and leads 

us to the Cross and says, "My little one, you need a Savior. You are a sinner and 

you need to be saved." J Vernon McGee 

• We say often we want law but we really desire grace: Law demands -- grace 

gives. Law says "do" -- grace says "believe." Law exacts -- grace bestows. Law 

says "work" -- grace says "rest." Law threatens, pronouncing a curse -- grace 

entreats, pronouncing a blessing. Law says "Do, and thou shalt live" -- grace 

says, "Live, and thou shalt do." Law condemns the best man -- grace saves the 

worst man. J Vernon McGee 

 

3) To draw us into fellowship with God! 

• Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom you have sent.  John 17:3.  We should live out of this verse. 

• If eternal life is to truly know and be in a relationship with God/ Jesus, 

then out of that relationship I am going to live in such a way that pleases 

and honors God. This means I don’t need to be bound by the law. 

• God is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him.  John Piper 

 

Have you seen your sin for what it is?  Have you met Christ?  If not He desires to be in a 

relationship with you!  If you have, are you living in that eternal life, to know God and to 

know Jesus? 
 


