
God Provides for the Israelites, Exodus 16-17  

August 24 

1) The Complainers 

The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, 

on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. 
 
In the desert the whole community 

grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 
 
The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in 

Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 

desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”                                                                                    Exodus 16:1-3 

So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? 

Why do you put the LORD to the test?” But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against 

Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of 

thirst?”                                                                                                                                                  Exodus 17:2-3 

How have you seen God deliver/ save you in the past?  Did you find yourself complaining not long after? 

Exodus 16:8--- Grumbling is not just against others but against God!  We are saying “God you didn’t get this 

right.” 

Complaining comes from ingratitude and unbelief and brings on discouragement and depression.  

Seek to catch yourself when you start to complain.  Instead, pray for God’s plan and His peace. 

2) The Provider 

Moses also said, “You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the 

bread you want in the morning, because he has heard you’re grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not 

grumbling against us, but against the LORD.”                                                                                         Exodus 16:8 

 
When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said 

to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.                                                                       Exodus 16:15  

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
 
Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?      

                                                                                                   Matthew 6:26 

                                   Manna and God’s Word Comparisons 

Supernatural gift, came to where the people were, pure, no good unless eaten, each person had to get their own, 

gathered daily, had to bend down to get it, each according to his/ her appetite, must be used not stored, 

memorialized in high place!   

I am the bread of life.  John 6:35. Living Water, John 4:10 

3) The Obedient/ Disobedient 

 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots 

 and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.                                                                           Exodus 16:20 

  God had provided and told them how it would work and they still disobeyed.  May we trust God and His plan, 

 He is always in control. 

Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none.  Exodus 16:27 

Reminder: God is always in control.  Obstacles become opportunity; opportunities become a chance to trust God. 

Trusting God leads to a life yielded in surrender.  


