
Daniel’s Vision: The Ram, The Goat and the Ruler 
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What we discussed last week - Daniel 7 : Vision of the 4 beasts with the last being the antichrist. 

Our focus was in this world we will have trouble but God has overcome the world, therefore we can 

have peace. (John 16:33) 

 

This week: 

 

The ram = Medo-Persia 

The goat = Greece 

Ruler of one of the kingdoms (vs. 23) = Antiochus Epiphanes  

Antiochus Epiphanes also represented the antichrist during the tribulation 

 

The Tribulation is a seven year period of time when God will finalize His judgment on the world and also 

finish the discipline of Israel.  The “Tribulation” (times of trouble) are to get the Jews’ attention so that they 

turn to God. 

 

We all have and will faced tribulation.  John 16:33 reminds us that “in this world you will have trouble, but 

take heart, because I (Jesus) have overcome the world.” 

 

Many of God’s servants and children have faced tribulation. 

 

So here are questions to ask during our trials and tribulation: 

 

1) Am I facing this tribulation due to my ___________________ ___________________________? 

 

Some of the tribulation we face is of our own fault.  We at times put ourselves in the tribulation that 

we are facing?  Are you making choices that have led to your tribulation?   

 

What choices or things, under God’s direction, might you need to change? 

 

The Israelites will face tribulation in the end (first 3 ½ years) because they wouldn’t listen to God to 

begin with.  God will use the tribulation to draw Jews (Israelites- God’s Chosen) to Himself.  

 

2) God, will I ____________________________________________ You in this time of tribulation? 

 

During our time of trials we have really 2 choices: 

 

1. Figure it out on our own. 

 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.      Proverbs 16:25 

 

2. Trust God, even when we don’t understand (Daniel, Job, and Paul). 

 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the LORD our 

God.                    Psalms 20:7 

 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.           Proverbs 3:5 

 



And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 

called according to His purpose.                Romans 8:28 

 

3) How might God want to get my _________________________________ during this tribulation? 

 

And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their fullness, a king 

shall arise, having fierce features, who understands sinister schemes.              Daniel 8:23 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 

begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by 

various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 

though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice 

with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

                   1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

4) What will it take for God to “ _____________________________________________________”? 

 

From my sin 

From my complacency 

From my selfishness 

From my lack of serving 

From my hate 

From my jealousy 

From my bitterness 

From my _____________ 

 

5) God, will this ever ________________________________? 

 

In spite of all of our trial and tribulation: 

And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 

will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their 

God.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 

nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”   

           Revelation 21:3-4 
 

Are you facing a tribulation this morning?   

Is it because of your own choices? 

Will you trust God? 

Will you ask what does He want you to learn? 

 

“"The strain of life is what builds our strength. If there is no strain, there will be no strength."  

~ Oswald Chambers 


