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Earlier this year (2013), the pastors came across a children’s devotional 
book written by Marty Machowski, entitled “Long Story Short.” As the 
emails started flying between the pastors and Judi Knowles, our Preschool/
Children’s Director, the excitement began to grow along with the 
possibilities.  It was decided that this is a wonderful resource that could be 
used beyond just the families with children.  We decided to share it with 
the entire church.  

The book, “Long Story Short”, is a book written for parents to lead 
their children in 10 minute devotions five days a week.  There are two 
volumes.  Volume one covers the Old Testament and volume two, the New 
Testament.  Each volume covers a period of eighteen months.  

We (Chris Watson, Pastor HCBC Hollonville, and Dennis Watson, Pastor 
HCBC Fayetteville) have written devotions to be used by those in the church 
that, perhaps, do not have young children in the home.  These devotions 
correspond to the devotions in “Long Story Short.”  We received permission 
to write these devotions following the same outline in the “Long Story 
Short” book.  For the next eighteen months we will cover the Old 
Testament, then we will begin the New Testament study, “Old Story New.”  
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CONNECTING THE DOTS
The whole of scripture is about Jesus.  It has been said that, “The New 
Testament is in the Old Testament concealed and the Old Testament is in 
the New Testament revealed.”  One of the outcomes of this journey will 
be connecting the dots.  It is amazing to see how sixty-six separate books 
written by more than forty authors over several thousand years form an 
integrated message.  

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made 
the universe.                                                                       Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV)  

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.”                                                Luke 24:44 (NIV)  

Each week will focus on a particular historical account from the Bible.  Days 
one through four will include a section of scripture to read along with a 
brief devotional thought.  Day three of each week connects the week’s 
study to Jesus and the gospel.  The focus of the Bible is Jesus.  On the fifth 
day of each week we will look at a passage from Psalms or from one of 
the prophets to discover how the passage points forward to Jesus.  It is 
amazing to read and study the Bible with the understanding that the whole 
of the Bible is ultimately about Jesus. The week’s readings and devotions 
will prepare the way for the messages on Sunday.  This will put the entire 
body of HCBC, both Fayetteville and Hollonville campuses, reading and 
studying God’s Word in the same place!  

We are very excited about this journey!  In the thirty-one plus years 
I (Dennis) have been at HCBC, I have never been more excited about 
anything we have done.  We hope you will grow in your walk with Jesus!

Dennis Watson and Chris Watson
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WEEK 1 GOD CREATES THE WORLD    --------------------------    Dennis Watson

The first book of the Bible is about beginnings.  That is why it is called 
Genesis: it is about the beginning of creation, the human race, and the 
Hebrew race.  It is the beginning of God relating to man and man relating 
to God.  Genesis is the beginning; therefore, it is central to all of the rest 
of the Bible.  It is about four major events: creation, the fall of man, the 
flood, and the nations.  It is about four significant people:  Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and Joseph.  With those four events and four people you have a good 
overview of the book.  

Day 1

Read Genesis 1:1-2

The Bible never attempts to prove the existence of God.  The opening 
words of Genesis presuppose the existence of God.  The Bible presents God 
as having no beginning—He is eternal.  He is the One who was and is and is 
to come (Rev. 4:8).  In His greatness, wisdom, and omniscience, He decided 
to create all there is.  All things made were made by Him and for Him.

There are many things that are amazing about creation.  One of those is 
how it is divinely crafted, sculpted, and engineered to sustain life.  Things 
like the tides, water, planetary size and mass, just to name a few, are 
perfect to provide conditions for life.  But one that stands out that we enjoy 
every day is life-sustaining atmosphere.  You can check out the Creation 
Evidence Museum of Texas website to read more, but below is a statement 
regarding the Life-Sustaining Atmosphere:

“It has been said of the Earth that ‘the existence of its inhabitants hangs 
upon a thin and delicate sheath of gas that envelops the planet like the 
skin of an apple.’”  Though over 99% of our atmosphere (composed of 
78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, and 1% other gases) lies below 50 miles in 
altitude, it is still able to (a) provide the necessary oxygen crucial for 
animal and human respiration, (b) preserve acceptable temperature 
ranges while avoiding life-threatening extremes of heat and cold, and (c) 
protect from incoming extraterrestrial debris and (UV) solar radiation.” 
http://184.154.224.5/~creatio1/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39
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All of the created order raises a very interesting question, “Why is there 
something rather than nothing?”  There is something, all of creation, 
because an eternal God with no beginning and no ending created 
everything there is out of nothing!  Just look all around—everywhere there 
is something, and according to Genesis 1:1-2, it is all there because God 
made it!

The Bible presupposes the existence of God.  These words lay the 
foundation for all that follows.  God has, in His Word, provided the stuff 
of faith.  Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing 
by the word of God.”  There really is no proof for the existence of God.  
There is a lot of evidence.  The Bible is about God and His activity.  Those 
who read and hear it and come to believe have no proof, but evidence and 
conviction from the Holy Spirit by way of the Word of God in the Bible.  The 
more you read and hear, the more you grow in faith.  This time reading 
through the Bible will enable you to grow in your faith.

Give thanks to the Lord for the intricate design of His creation.  Thank 
Him also for making Himself known through His Word.  Ask Him to enable 
you to grow your faith as you become more familiar with His Word.

Day 2

Read Genesis 1:3-25

How did He do it?  How did God create the heavens and the earth?  How 
did He make the universe with all of its many parts?  He did it by His words.  
He spoke everything into existence.  Seven times in these verses we read, 
“God said.”  And with each of those He spoke something into existence—
light, firmament, dry land, plants, sun, moon, stars, sea creatures, birds, 
and land animals.  When He spoke all of these things into existence, do you 
think He called each animal into existence by name?  Psalm 147:4 says that 
He counts the stars and knows them by name.  Do you think He called each 
star into existence by name?  Well, all things are possible with God!  

Now that is amazing but man also creates things.  Man has created the 
computer, jets, and spacecrafts that have taken man to the moon and 
beyond.  However, man really does not create: He  builds, at best, making  
things from existing things.  When God created, He created ‘ex nihilo’, 
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which means “out of nothing.”  God had no existing matter or stuff with 
which to make or build.  He created all things from nothing.

You have to consider the majesty and power of God.  He is powerful and 
majestic, beyond our comprehension.  Consider the universe.  We read 
that He spoke into existence the moon, the sun, and the stars.  But that can 
just go over your head if you don’t consider the vastness of the universe.  
How many stars are there?  God knows exactly (Psalm 147:4).  Scientists 
estimate that there are some one hundred thousand million stars in 
our Milky Way Galaxy.  That is massive!  However, that only touches the 
surface.  There are millions upon millions of other galaxies beyond our 
Milky Way.  And remember, He knows them each by name!  

Give some thought to the power of the spoken word.  Especially give 
thought to the power of God’s Word.  His Word spoken in the beginning 
brought all things into existence.  His Word has brought new and eternal 
life.  In the end of the temporary world He will, by His Word, make all 
things new (Revelation 21:5).

Thank God for His Word—spoken, living, and written!

 

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Colossians 1:15-17 

Day three of each week will be about connecting the week’s devotions to 
Jesus.  All of the scriptures point to Jesus and find their fulfillment in Him 
(see Matthew 5:17).  

The Bible is about God.  From the opening of Genesis to the last verses of 
Revelation it is about God.  “The New Testament is in the Old Testament 
concealed, the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed” (words 
attributed to Augustine Of Hippo, first century theologian).  God has made 
Himself known as three-in-one.  He is God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit.  In the first three verses of Genesis we see God as the 
Father-Creator, the Spirit hovering, and in verse three God begins to speak 
and create by His Word—Jesus.  Jesus is the Word.  According to today’s 
passage Jesus is the invisible God made visible.  Jesus was God in the flesh.  
Jesus was before all of creation; He was there when it was made and all of 
it was made by Him and for Him.  
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Jesus made all things and it is by Him that all things hold together.  He 
sustains and maintains all things until all has been brought under His 
authority.  He holds His own together until the time He finishes.  He began 
a good work and will complete it in His time.  Until then we follow Him by 
faith.

“Firstborn” denotes two things of Christ: He preceded the whole Creation 
and He is Sovereign over all creation.1  Jesus was preexistent.  He existed 
along with God as God before anything was created.  He was also the 
“lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).

Remember, we will be connecting dots.  We see Jesus in the beginning and 
throughout the Bible.  Keep paying attention and be amazed!

Rejoice that Jesus is eternal and that He is the one who holds all things 
together, even when we think it is all falling apart.

Day 4

Read Genesis 1:26-31

After creating everything—land, plants, animals, sun, moon, and the stars, 
each time God said “it was good”.  Now He creates the crown jewel of all 
of His creation—man.  He created man in His own image and said that 
it was “very good.”  At this point He says that He created man, male and 
female.  God saved the best for last.  Unlike other creatures, man could 
communicate with God, worship God, and have a relationship with God.  

God says that He created man “in His image.”  What does that mean?  
In Moses’ world, and to his readers the people were probably familiar 
with such a concept.  Kings throughout the ancient world made images 
of themselves and placed them in various locations in their kingdoms. 
The pharaohs of Egypt, the emperors of Babylon, and the rulers of other 
empires used images of themselves as a way to display their authority 
and power. This custom of Moses’ day helped him understand what was 
happening when God called Adam and Eve His image. Just as human kings 
had their images, the divine King ordained that the human race would be 
His royal image. Put simply, the expression, “image of God,” designated 
human beings as representatives of the supreme King of the universe.  
(Holcomb, Justin S. (2013-04-30). On the Grace of God (Re:Lit: A Book You’ll Actually Read) 
(Kindle Location 431). Crossway. Kindle Edition.) 

1 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary 
Faculty.
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Man as male and female were to represent their Maker and have dominion 
over creation for His glory.  God’s plan was for the earth to be filled with 
His image bearers.  Man is unique, not just another animal.

Realize how significant you are in God’s scheme.  Thank Him for the 
privilege of knowing Him and being made in such a way to relate to Him.

Day 5 LEARNING MORE ABOUT JESUS AND/OR OUR SALVATION

Read Psalm 1

The words in Psalm 1 describe the person we should all want to be.  
However, Paul spoke of what I can only think of as a tug-of-war in Romans 
7:14-24.  Paul could not attain this level of righteousness, so what hope is 
there for us?  He wrote about wanting to do good and his inability to carry 
that out.  Thank you, Jesus, that in Your book You wrote about the struggle 
of humans with this sin thing.  

Jesus is the only person to ever live what we see in Psalm 1.  Jesus was man 
as God intended man to be.  This is what we all aspire to but can only attain 
in Jesus.  Jesus lived a perfect life.  He was pure and righteous in every 
way as a man.  Your only hope of perfection is found in Jesus.  He lived 
perfectly and righteously and God has, in Jesus, given us the perfection and 
righteousness of Jesus.  Jesus became “sin for us so that we could become 
the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  

Adam was the first man.  In the Bible the word ‘firstborn’ often carries this 
idea.  He was the firstborn in that he was the prototype of man.  God made 
the first man in His image to be the pattern for all who would come after 
him.  Unfortunately, as we will see later, this pattern was spoiled by the fall 
and that pattern was passed on to all others born after Adam, except Jesus.  
1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that in Adam all die.  But the same verse says 
that in Jesus all shall be made alive.  The New Testament refers to Jesus as 
the second Adam, the firstborn of a new creation.  Jesus is our only hope of 
ever being what God intended!

Thank God for His amazing grace and taking it upon Himself to make us 
right since we are totally incapable without Him.  
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WEEK 2 GOD CREATES MAN   ---------------------------------------    Chris Watson

Last week, we read about and saw how God created the world.  From the 
sky to the stars to the animals and the plants, God made them all.  While in 
Genesis 1 we see the creation of man,  in Genesis 2 we will see a little more 
detail of that creation. 

Day 1

Read Genesis 2:4-14

Can you imagine being able to create something out of nothing?  That’s 
exactly what God did when He created the world.  Then, He took nothing 
but dust (v. 7) and made man.  He can do that because He is God. It’s hard 
for our finite minds to think of creating something out of nothing, but God 
did.  At this point there was no rain in the land; everything was watered by 
streams or a mist (v. 6) that came up from the surface of the ground.  

Notice in verse 7 that man’s very life came from God.  God was the one to 
give life to man.  The same is true today.  Our physical life depends on God, 
as does our eternal life.  Did you wake up this morning?  God allowed you 
to wake up; He kept your heart beating.  Were you able to move around 
this morning?  God allowed that as well.  Anything good that we have 
comes from God (James 1:17).

God not only created man but He gave him food to eat (v. 9).  In other 
words, God provided for them.  God provides for us daily in ways we 
recognize and in ways we don’t.  

Take time today to thank God for His creation and for creating you, as we 
see in Psalm 139.  Also thank Him for how He provides for you and takes 
care of you.  Ask God to help you depend on Him for all walks of life and 
to trust Him always. After all He is our Creator!  Since God has created us, 
surely He will sustain us!

Day 2

Read Genesis 2:15-23

God put Adam in the garden with trees that were beneficial for 
nourishment and food.  He also placed the tree of the knowledge of good 
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and evil there.  God told Adam not to eat of the tree or he would die (v. 
17).  He was given instructions from His creator, the very one that had 
breathed life into him.  Adam could now choose to obey God and not eat of 
it or eat of it and die. We know what he chose.

At this point the relationship between God and Adam was great.  In fact, 
God allowed Adam to name all of the animals.  Can you imagine that?  
There were literally hundreds of animals and Adam named them all. That 
must have been a fun job.

Notice that God put Adam in charge of the garden to “work it.”  At this 
point serving the Lord was enjoyable and pleasurable.  After the fall, work 
became hard, tiresome, and mundane, as we see in chapter 3.  However, 
God asks us, whatever we do, to work for the Lord and not for man, as we 
see in Colossians 3.

Thank God for the ability to worship Him, serve Him, and love Him.  God 
desires for us to find our contentment in Him. Therefore, everything we 
do should be for Him.  Ask the Lord to help you “work” for His glory and to 
enjoy Him always!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

In this passage Jesus is also referred to as Adam, “a life-giving spirit.”  We 
will look at this in future devotions, but like us Adam messed up.  He didn’t 
obey God, which was a huge problem that led to death and still does today.  
God could have left us like we were, in disobedience to Him, and been 
totally just in doing so.  However, His love for mankind was great, therefore 
He sent the second Adam.  

The second Adam (Jesus) completely obeyed God, which was and is our 
only hope.  Can you imagine living a life completely obedient to God?  
Jesus, the second Adam, did just that.  Not only did He obey God but He 
was 100% man and 100% God.  This is beyond my comprehension.

Jerry Vines says, “Imagine Jesus Christ going into the temple and having a 
conversation with the teachers, when he was a 12-year-old boy. And, one 
of the learned doctors there strokes his beard, and says, ‘Son, how old are 
You?’ ‘Well,’ He says, ‘On My mother’s side, I’m 12-years-old, but on My 
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Father’s side, I’m older than My mother and as old as My Father.’ You see, 
He was both God and man. Now, on His mother’s side, He got thirsty; on 
His Father’s side, He said, ‘I am the water of life.’ On His mother’s side, He 
got hungry; on His Father’s side, He took a little lad’s lunch and fed five 
thousand. On His mother’s side, He was homeless, and didn’t have a place 
to lay His head; on His Father’s side, He owned the cattle on a thousand 
hills. On His mother’s side, He wept at the grave of Lazarus; on His Father’s 
side, He said, “Lazarus, come forth,” and raised him from the dead. He was 
God in human flesh.”  1 He was both God and man!

2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God”.  Jesus, as 100% 
God and man became sin for you and me.  An all-loving and holy God sent 
His son Jesus to fix our problem. What an incredible gift.

As you go about this day, thank God for sending the second Adam, His Son 
Jesus Christ.  We did nothing to deserve it, nothing to earn it; He simply 
showed compassion, mercy, and grace to us.  Live and now share it.  

Day 4

Read Genesis 2:22-25

God saw that Adam was alone. God was with him, but there was not a 
suitable helper for him.  So God provided one!  She would be the perfect 
partner for Adam, just how God had intended.  Technically, this was the 
first marriage that we see in scripture.

Marriage was and is God’s idea.  It’s not man’s idea, but God’s.  God 
determined that it would be between a man and a woman and the two 
would become one (v. 24).  Like God placed Eve (Gen. 3:20) in Adam’s life, 
He often places the person He has for us in our life; be thankful.

If you are married, thank God for your spouse! Be thankful for what 
God joined together and convey your love to them today.  Don’t take for 
granted your marriage and don’t seek to just get by for another day, but 
enjoy what God has done.  Think of ways  you can show your love to your 
spouse.

2 Jerry Vines: Adrian  Rogers Legacy Collection, Who is Jesus?
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Maybe you are single, never married.  Pray and ask if it be His plan that in 
His time He would provide you with that special mate.  Seek to submit to 
His plan and time, waiting on the Lord.

Maybe you are widowed and you can thank the Lord for the memories 
you have with that special person you had in your life.  Be thankful for the 
times God gave you and thank God for placing that mate in your life.

Maybe you are divorced and God has taught you and healed you through 
what you have experienced, thank Him for being your rock.  Maybe you still 
struggle daily, thank God that even in the pain your ultimate acceptance 
is found in Him and no one else.  Take a look at James 1:2-4 and ask God 
to “make you complete, lacking nothing.”  Pour out to Him and cast your 
burdens on Him.  

Wherever you may find yourself, thank God that He meets all your needs.

Day 5

Read Isaiah 9:6

Isaiah was a prophet.  A prophet is one that is given divine inspiration and 
then speaks on the inspiration given.  In Isaiah 9, Isaiah is given a divine 
word that Christ will be born.  There were roughly seven hundred years 
from the time Isaiah made this prophecy to the time Christ was born.  

God often revealed Himself to Prophets in the Old Testament to 
foreshadow Christ.  In fact, Christ is all over the Old Testament from 
Genesis to Malachi.  Prophecies like this and others can’t be explained or 
made up, rather only evidenced as truth as we see the prophecies carried 
out.  Many folks may want to dismiss the prophecies or say that they are 
happenstance, but we know from the Word of God of prophecy after 
prophecy being fulfilled that all support the truth of Jesus!

Take some time to thank God for His elaborate plan of salvation that 
is demonstrated from Genesis to Revelation.  In Isaiah 9:6, we see 
special names given to Christ such as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Thank the Lord for how He has 
been these names to you.  Thank Him for being in total control.  
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WEEK 3 ADAM AND EVE DISOBEY GOD  ------------------------  Dennis Watson

Did God create evil?  No!  A good and righteous God could not possibly 
create anything evil.  However, God did create creatures, including angels, 
with the possibility of disobeying.  If they could obey, then the option of 
disobeying had to be present.  How would you have created man?  If you 
made man anything but a robot you would have to create him with the 
choice to obey or disobey.  

Unfortunately, this is one of those dots we have to connect which results 
in our disadvantage.  “In Adam all die” (1 Corinthians 15:22).  Sin’s results 
have been passed on to us.

Day 1

Read Genesis 3:1-6

Do you ever question what God has said?  Perhaps you say something like 
Satan, “did God really say…”  Or maybe it is a little more subtle—”That is 
really not what He meant.”  Satan put the question in the woman’s mind 
and opened the door for the hook to be set.  The lure appealed to the 
lust or desire for the forbidden fruit.  Satan then took it further after the 
woman got creative with what God said.  She said God told them not to 
even “touch it lest they die.”  The twisting of the truth often opens the door 
for people to disobey God.  Satan even tells a half-truth (a half-truth is a 
lie)—”You will not surely die.”  The woman and Adam did not immediately 
die physically.  However, something died on the inside and eventually they 
did die physically.  What died on the inside was the peaceful relationship 
they had enjoyed with God and each other.

The real appeal seems to be, “You will be like God.”  Satan wanted the 
woman and Adam to begin to make their own determinations about what 
was right and wrong.  All limitations were off and now the first couple could 
decide for themselves how to live and govern their own lives.  The truth 
is we are in no position to do such a thing.  When people determine their 
own way there is confusion and chaos.  That is not freedom.  Look what 
happened to them.  They became insecure and self-consumed.  Aware that 
they were naked they tried the great cover-up.  The goal is to hide from 
God and other people and try to make ourselves look good with our own 
schemes.  Of course, their coverings were insufficient.  How long would the 
leaves cover them?  Not long at all!  
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Sin is appealing.  When you focus on God and His plans and purposes, 
sin’s appeal is lessened.  When you focus on yourself and getting your 
own needs met, you tend to determine for yourself what is best for you.  
Suddenly sin’s appeal is overwhelming.

As you pray today, ask for God to enable you to fix your eyes on Him and 
not on the things that pull you away.  Make a decision to seek first God’s 
plans and purposes.

Day 2

Read Genesis 3:7-19

The first couple had disobeyed God.  The words of Adam in response to 
God’s question, “Where are you?” was, “I was afraid, I was naked, I hid 
myself.”  The peace and relationships they enjoyed were shattered.  The 
relationship with God and the relationship with each other was impacted.  
They hid from God.  The man blamed the woman.   The woman blamed 
the serpent.  Guilt, stress, and conflict became the new normal.  They had 
enjoyed fellowship with God.  Everything they needed had been supplied 
by Him.  It was a perfect paradise; it was “very good.”  But what was 
normal, peace and contentment, suddenly changed.

There was a new normal; but it was really a new ‘old’ normal.  Before 
they sinned against God everything and everyday was new and fresh.  
Now the new normal was characterized by oldness.  Those things they 
enjoyed were now getting old.  They lost the new life sensation.  Before 
the fall, they were “bright eyed and bushy tailed.”  They were eager to 
learn and experience all God had made, but now there was something 
new characterized by oldness.  Surely the sound of the Lord walking in the 
garden was not an unusual occurrence.  Apparently, it was ongoing and 
regular.  What had changed?  Adam and the woman had changed.  They 
felt something they had never experienced—guilt.  Their guilt caused them 
to hide from God.  Guilt causes some ugly stuff!  We begin to hide.  When 
we hide, we need things to cover us up and help us to hide.  This is costly.  
We buy clothes, cars, toys, jewels, and other expensive things that we think 
will fix the longing.  Living became a burden and a struggle.  Sin and death 
entered the world by one man—Adam (see Romans 5:12).

It was a terrible day when the man and woman—the pattern for all 
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people—chose to go their own way.  Today, realize the high cost of sin and 
turning away from God.  The plague of sin is devastating, both now and 
for eternity.  Give thanks to the God of grace who did not leave us in that 
condition!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

Sin and its consequences are devastating and have been passed to all 
people born after Adam, except for Jesus.  Jesus was not born in the line 
or family of Adam.  Instead He was born of a virgin, conceived of the 
Holy Spirit.  Jesus was not born of a man.  He was born of the seed of the 
woman (see Genesis 3:15) and her seed or offspring, Christ, would crush 
Satan’s head.  Therefore, Jesus became the second Adam, the ‘firstfruits’ 
of a new creation.  Adam was the original prototype and Jesus is the new 
or second Adam, the new prototype.  Jesus is the prototype or pattern of a 
new creation.  

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.                            
1 Corinthians 15:22 (NKJV)                                                                                         

God has made it possible for us to get out of Adam’s family tree and into 
Jesus’ family tree!  You see, it is not just our sins or sinning that is our 
problem.  It is our heritage.  Our heritage in the family tree of Adam is sin 
and death.  There is an inheritance that comes in the family tree of Jesus 
that brings forgiveness, adoption, and eternal life.  That is why Jesus told 
Nicodemus that he needed to be born again.  There must be a new birth 
that is from above.  To be born again is to be born into the family of Jesus, 
the second Adam or the new prototype.  Jesus is the firstborn among many 
to come after Him.  

Connect the dots.  Whose family tree are you in, Adam’s or Jesus’?   
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Day 4

Read Genesis 3:20-24 (NIV) 

The woman finally has a name.  It was not until after the fall that Adam 
gave the woman a name.  Literally, her name, Eve, means living.  Adam 
had some hope in spite of the circumstances.  Later, Eve would name her 
first son ‘Cain,’ which means ‘from the Lord.’  Eve, too, was confident in the 
future.  

All of God’s dealings with people as sinners can be traced back to this act of 
disobedience by Adam and Eve.3 How would you define God’s grace?  It is 
God giving us what we do not deserve.  His mercy is God withholding what 
we do deserve.   Here we see the first instance of both God’s grace and 
mercy.  

You better not miss this.  It is very important for all that comes in the rest 
of the Bible.  The Lord, in His mercy and grace, made adequate coverings 
for Adam and Eve’s nakedness.  They tried to cover themselves, but it 
was not adequate.  God used animal skin.  God, Himself, took the life of 
innocent animals; making the first sacrifice.  God took the initiative to 
cover man’s nakedness and the guilt, stress and conflict that came with it.  
The animals are substitutes.  Later, in the history of God’s people, He gives 
them the sacrifice system.  In the sacrifice system God provides covering 
for sin.  All of this points to the sacrificial, substitutionary death of Jesus.  
Talk about connecting the dots!

Another expression of His grace is removal of Adam and Eve from the 
garden.  That might sound odd, but God protected Adam and Eve and all 
generations that came from them.  He removed them from the garden and 
guarded the tree, of life so that they would not eat from it and live forever 
in their sin!  Grace!  Mercy!  God did not destroy the tree of life.  Access 
to the tree of life is once again possible as we read in Revelation 2:7 and 
22:14.  

Thank God for His amazing grace by which He, in spite of our failure and 
sin, provides a way to live forever.  Give thanks that God is on our side.

3 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas 
Seminary Faculty.
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Day 5   LEARNING MORE ABOUT JESUS AND/OR OUR SALVATION

Read Isaiah 9:7

The animal skins God provided to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness point 
to the sacrifices of Israel that will come later and to the ultimate sacrifice 
of Jesus on the cross.  In today’s, verse Isaiah writes about Jesus some six 
hundred years before He was born.  We know that this passage is about 
Jesus, because the context is quoted in Matthew 4:15-16.  He will not only 
be the One who would provide forgiveness for sin, Jesus will be the king 
that was promised in the Old Testament, who would sit on the throne of 
David.  David was a good king who accomplished much and was a great 
warrior.  However, David sinned.  There were many other kings, both good 
and bad, in Israel.  But Isaiah writes that there was coming a king who 
would reign with justice and righteousness, not just for a period of years 
but forever.  

Justice means that He will reign with absolute fairness.  There will be 
no escaping through a plea bargain or some slick defense.  The law will 
be strictly fulfilled and satisfied.  All unlawfulness, sin, and rebellion will 
be eliminated.  When Jesus rules and reigns in eternity, there will be no 
lawlessness or sin.

He will also reign with righteousness.  Jesus is completely right.  The best 
way to think of righteousness is that He is in complete harmony with His 
purpose.  The kingdom of God over which Jesus will be king will be perfect 
in every way.  It will be life as God intended.  There will be no kind of 
unrighteous infringement.  When Jesus rules and reigns, He will accomplish 
perfect peace.  There will be no competition to His righteousness, peace, 
and justice, because God will make this happen.

Thank God for His righteousness and justice.  Anticipate the glorious reign 
of the King of Kings!
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WEEK 4 CAIN AND ABEL  --------------------------------------------    Chris Watson

Last week we saw how Adam and Eve disobeyed God!  Unfortunately, their 
sin got everything going in the wrong direction and we will see this week 
how it continued.  Their sin affected others.  We often think our sin only 
affects us when, in reality, most of the time it affects a multitude of people.

Day 1

Read Genesis 4:1-5

When we offer back to the Lord some of what He has given us it is known 
as an offering.  Every Sunday we receive an offering as part of  worship.  
God instructs us to give our tithes and offerings to Him. It is His anyway, He 
has just allowed us to steward it.  

From this passage we can gather that Cain was probably a farmer and Abel 
raised animals.  Abel brought the best of his cattle as an offering and Cain 
brought “some of his fruits”.  Abel’s offering was “from the fat portions 
from some of the firstborn of his flock,” the best of the best!  Abel wasn’t 
giving his leftovers to the Lord; He was giving the best that he had, not just 
“some of his fruits”!  We know they were the best, as the Lord looked with 
favor on Abel and his offering!

What do you give to the Lord,; your first fruits or your leftovers?  Do we 
spend time with the Lord only if we have time at the end of the day or do 
we give Him the best part of our day?  Do we give our tithes and offerings if 
we have some left over or do we give off the top?  Pray and ask God to help 
you to give Him the best of what you have.

Day 2

Read Genesis 4:1-8

We know from yesterday that God looked favorably on Abel’s offering, 
but not on Cain’s (v.5).  Cain didn’t do what was right by offering some of 
the fruits instead of the first fruits.  At this, point the Lord could see that 
Cain was getting angry that the Lord accepted Abel’s offering, but not his.  
The Lord tells Cain, “sin is crouching at your door: it desires to have you, 
you must master it.”  In other words, you can repent (change your mind, 
turn around) and make it right or you can continue in sin and continue to 
become angry.
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James 1:13-15 says, “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting 
me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but 
each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil 
desire and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death”.  What James is talking 
about here is the very thing that happened to Cain.  Cain was enticed at 
first not to give his best offering to the Lord and he followed through with 
it, giving birth to sin.  Instead of acknowledging his sin and turning around, 
he continued in his sin.  Ultimately, sin gives birth to spiritual and physical 
death.  Here, Cain’s sin even led to the physical death of Abel.

Our choice to follow or not to follow God affects others; we see it in this 
story.  Today, may we take the time to acknowledge any sin in our life that 
is seeking to entice us and draw us away.  May we recognize it for what it is, 
repent, and follow the Lord.  Ask God to examine your heart.

Day 3   CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 4:9-12

Look at how far Adam’s sin has now been passed!  When Adam sinned 
he started the dominoes and now sin affects every person born into this 
world.  Adam’s sin affected Cain and now Cain’s sin will affect others.  We 
were born into sin and we have also sinned.  The truth is, even today the 
choices we make or don’t make affect others.  

The scriptures show us that every person is a sinner; no one is innocent.  
Let’s imagine for a minute that in your whole life you have only sinned 
once.  The Bible tells us in James 2:10, “whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it”.  Uh oh… that 
means if we have lied only once, it is like we have broken every law.  If we 
have cheated only once, we’ve broken every law.  You get the idea.  This is 
not an excuse to then live a life of sin, because we love God and we want 
what He wants.  Rather, it shows us that no matter if we have committed 
one or a million sins, we are all guilty.

All have sinned…except Jesus.  That’s why Jesus is the focus of the Gospel, 
He is our only hope.  We trust in what He has done, we put our hope in 
Him, not ourselves!  Martin Luther says, “We attain righteousness through 
no works, no wisdom (of reason) no effort, no wealth, no honor.  Many 
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want themselves to be regarded as righteous because they know much, 
read much, teach much, or because they attain to high honors or do great 
service in the Church.  But all this belongs to civil righteousness, which (for 
salvation) is rejected by God. We obtain the true righteousness by believing 
sincerely the promises of God, as we read in 4:3: ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted unto him righteousness.’”  4  We place our hope in what 
He has done and live there, have you?  If not, maybe today.  If you have, 
thank Him that although a sinner you are saved by His grace. 

Day 4

Read Genesis 4:13-16

In verses 13 and 14 Cain recognizes that his punishment is great.  He 
doesn’t necessarily ask God to forgive him or repent of his sin, but rather 
he is sorry for the consequences he is facing because of it.  God could have 
killed Cain right then and there, but He chose not to.

I am sure we have all been like Cain.  We have sinned against God and done 
something that is terribly wrong.  We are not necessarily sorry for the fact 
of what we have done, but that we got caught or that it is or has caused us 
some serious consequences.  The problem in this case is that soon we will 
be right back to doing what we have been doing.  We enjoy the sin that we 
were in and will return to it, if we are not asking God to change our heart 
and wanting to please Him.  We can’t change ourselves; only God can.

Maybe God has brought you out of a life-controlling sin that threatened 
to overtake you.  Thank Him for saving you and that you don’t have to 
live there anymore.  Maybe there is something right now that you are 
struggling with, a sin that is “eating your lunch”.  Recognize that it is against 
God, that it hurts God and it’s not what He wants for your life.  Tell Him 
that it is not what you want and that you want Him to take the place of 
your sin and you want to find contentment in Him only.  Jesus told His 
disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  We must die to ourselves 
daily, hourly, every second of every minute. Ask God to help you die to 
4 Martin Luther, Commentary on Romans (Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 
1954). 148.
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Day 5

Read Psalm 2:1-2

In this passage, David is speaking about Jesus approximately one thousand 
years before His birth.  If you look at Acts 4:25-27,  you also see this 
passage.  In Acts, we see Peter and John reporting to other believers what 
had happened to them.  The Sanhedrin, along with Herod and Pontious 
Pilate, were seeking to conspire against Jesus.  This passage in Psalms is 
another place we see Jesus in the Old Testament.  

Look around the United States today and the whole world.  Now look 
at verse 1 of Psalm 2, “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in 
vain?”.  Do we see this happening today?  Of course, all around us, on the 
news and right in our backyards!  

May we first as individuals recognize our sin for what it is!  May we realize 
we need the Lord and His forgiveness.  Then, may we walk in step with Him 
on a daily basis!  May we also cry out to Him for our nation and our world.  
In the words of a song that you may have heard and sung before,

“Break our hearts O God, break our hearts 
  Break our hearts O God, break our hearts 
  For the sin in our lives, break our hearts 
  For the sin in our land, break our hearts 
  We cry out, we need Your hand 
  Come back to our land 
  We confess, we’ve lived in sin  
  Please show Your power once again”.5

WEEK 5 GOD CHOOSES NOAH   ----------------------------------   Dennis Watson

The first eleven chapters of Genesis are foundations upon which all of 
scripture is built.  If these eleven chapters are brought into question then 
other major teachings of the Bible will come into question.  The flood has 

5Break Our Hearts, Billy James Foote.                  

yourself daily and recognize that your only hope is Him!  When we find 
ourselves immersed in Him and His goodness, we don’t have time to be 
immersed in sin.
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often been referred to as a myth.  Jesus spoke of Noah and the flood (see 
Matthew 24 and Luke 17).  In His words it does not sound like He is talking 
about a myth.  No, it is not a myth or a Bible story; it is a biblical historical 
account.

Man was out of control and every imagination of man was “on evil 
continually.”  God, in His justice and righteousness, had to take action.  That 
action was the flood.

Day 1

Read Genesis 6:5-8

Adam and Eve knew God but sinned.  Obviously, they taught Cain and Abel 
about bringing offerings to God.  In the days of one of their sons, Seth, 
people also called on God.  However, by the time of Noah, no one was 
seeking after God and everyone was evil.  God was sorrowful and repentant 
that He had made man.  This was because of the evil depth to which man 
had plunged.  It had gotten so bad that every thought of man was always 
evil.  God decided that He would destroy man, and not just man, but also 
every animal on the earth.  

Since God is righteous and just, sin must be dealt with.  Some people say 
that if God were a good God, He would not deal with sin so harshly.  It 
is because God is good, just, and righteous that He must deal with sin.  
However, a wonderful phrase is found in verse 8, “But Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord.”  

The only way people can be saved from God’s wrath is through God’s grace 
(Eph. 2:8-9); but grace isn’t God’s reward for a good life: it’s God’s response 
to saving faith.”6  It is important not to read anything into the text.  At this 
point, the focus is not on the character of Noah, but on the grace of God.  
God’s grace was freely given to Noah, his family, and all of us.  God spared 
humanity, because of His grace given freely to Noah.

Noah was not the exception to “all have sinned.”  Noah, too, was sinful.  
But greater than man’s sin is the amazing grace of God.  Give much thought 
to God’s grace and less thought to your failure!  Thank God for His saving 
grace!
6 Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - Old Testament - The Bible Exposition 
Commentary – Pentateuch.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 6:9-22 and Hebrews 11:7

As we read previously, God, out of His grace, selected Noah.  We must not 
get an unrealistic view of Noah.  He was a righteous man and a man of 
faith, but he was also a sinner.  The Bible teaches that there are none who 
are without sin and all have come short of the glory of God (see Romans 
3:23).  God knew Noah could be a man of faith whom he could strengthen 
with grace so that he could be used by Him.  

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”                        
2 Chronicles 16:9 (NKJV)  

God knew Noah and He strengthened him with grace.  God told Noah His 
plans to send the flood and He gave Noah specific plans for building an 
ark to deliver Noah’s family and to preserve animals from the flood.  Both 
passages today tell us that Noah went to work.  God gave him the plan and, 
without question, Noah went to work.  

God knows each of us just like He knew Noah.  He knows that we are all 
fleshly, sinful, and weak.  He is not looking for superhuman people.  No, He 
is looking for people who will seek Him with their whole hearts  devoted 
to Him.  He will provide the grace necessary to do what needs to be done.  
Noah was not a super powerful man, but he had a mighty God.

Spend some time thinking about how you can make yourself more available 
to God.  Thank Him for His grace that enables us to serve Him.

Day 3  CONNECT TO JESUS 

Read 1 Peter 3:18-20

Remember that Jesus was with God in the beginning and all things were 
created by Him and for Him (Colossians 1:16).  In 1 Corinthians 10:4, Paul 
identifies the rock from which the Israelites drank as Christ.  It has already 
been said that Jesus can be seen on just about every page of the Bible.  In 
today’s New Testament passage, we see that Jesus was actually doing the 
preaching through Noah.  While Noah was building, he must have also
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been preaching and warning the people who were imprisoned by their 
corruption and disobedience.  Jesus is the Word of God, written and 
proclaimed.  So this passage connects us to Jesus.

But if you look deeper, you can see the patience of God.  Peter writes about 
the “Divine Longsuffering.”  God was waiting for the completion of the ark 
in order to save Noah and his family.  Yes, Jesus was preaching through 
Noah, but it was imperative that God save Noah, because Jesus was also, 
you could say, physically in Noah.  Noah could not be cut off because Jesus 
was one of Noah’s great-far-off grandchildren!  You can see Noah in the 
genealogy of Jesus found in Luke 3:36.

God’s plans are amazing and not an afterthought.  God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself (2 Corinthians 5:19).  As you read the Old 
Testament you will see God’s saving hand delivering people who in turn 
deliver others.  If you are one of God’s children, thank Him for delivering 
you.  You are not the end of the line.  He saved you to save others!  
Because of Noah’s obedience, he along with his wife, sons, and daughters-
in-law were delivered.  Generations have been delivered as a result.  

Trusting, along with obeying, has a far-reaching impact.  

Day 4

Read Genesis 7:1-10

Wow, what a case of waiting on the Lord! God had given specific 
instructions to Noah about how to build the ark.  He gave specific 
instructions to Noah about the animals to bring into the ark, “And Noah 
did according to all that the Lord had commanded him.”  God spoke, Noah 
trusted and obeyed.  Then God instructed Noah and his family to enter the 
ark.  He told Noah that He would send rain on the earth in seven days. The 
rain would last for forty days and forty nights.

That must have been an incredible time of trusting, obeying, and waiting.  
Based on the timing of the birth of Noah’s children, some have calculated 
that the building of the ark took between twenty and forty years.  So 
Noah built in obedience, trusted God, and did all that He said because he 
believed God.  I don’t know about you, but I have some real difficulty  
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trusting God consistently.  Some days are better than others.  However, in 
some instances, it is very important to know that clinging to God’s promises 
require obedience for us to experience His deliverance.  It was not enough 
for Noah to simply believe, he had to “do” to build upon what he believed.  
Between Noah and God’s blessings was obedience.  He did what he did 
because he had faith in God and His promise to send the rain and to save 
Noah and his family.  There was also an element of fear that motivated 
Noah.  Hebrews 11:7 says that it was godly fear which motivated Noah to 
build the ark to save his family.  There was a twofold promise—there would 
be a flood and if Noah obeyed and built the ark they would be saved.  

God is faithful!  He makes promises and He keeps them.  The seeming delay 
of the fulfillment of those promises sometimes makes us anxious.  But 
remember, God is not slack concerning His promises and He is patient in 
not wanting anyone to miss out on His great salvation (see 2 Peter 3:9).  

Thank God for His promises and His timing.  He is faithful and right on time!

Day 5 LEARNING MORE ABOUT JESUS AND/OR OUR SALVATION

Read Psalm 2:6-8 and Matthew 3:17

It is wonderful to find Jesus on almost every page of our Bible.  We have 
already seen that Psalm 2 is about Jesus.  Similar wording to Psalm 2 is 
found in Matthew 3:17 where the Spirit of God comes above Jesus as He 
comes up out of the water after being baptized.  Once again, hundreds of 
years before Jesus is born, God is telling us about His Son who would come 
to save.  Connect the dots!

I am not sure what it meant to the people who read the Psalm in the day it 
was written and even in the days before Jesus was born.  The intent was to 
let the people know that though rebellious people lash out against God He 
is still in control and will accomplish His purposes.

God speaks and then the Son in heaven speaks.  The Son says that His 
Father has said to Him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you.”  How 
often God allows us to listen in on conversations going on in heaven!  But 
at the baptism of Jesus we are not listening in heaven; we are listening in 
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as that same voice, God’s voice, declares the same words.  What must 
those words have meant to John the Baptist!  What they must have meant 
to Jesus!  They should also be a great blessing to us.  God gives us glimpses 
of His sovereignty.  He is in control—always has been and always will be.

This week we have seen God’s judgment upon sin and, at the same time, 
His grace to deliver.  Not only have we seen it in the event of the flood, 
but we have made the connection to Jesus.  God has judged sin in the 
crucifixion of Jesus but has also provided Jesus to deliver us from sin and 
judgment.  Give thanks to God for His goodness to judge and deliver.

WEEK 6 THE RAINBOW OF GOD’S PROMISES----------------------Chris Watson

The Old and New Testament are full of God’s promises!  Unlike us, God 
always keeps His promises.  Even when we think He is not “on time” or we 
begin to wonder, God always keeps His Word and we will see that this week 
with Noah.

Day 1

Read Genesis 7:11-16

I imagine Noah was often the laughing stock of those around him.  As the 
word got out that he was building a boat because a flood was coming more 
and more people most likely jumped on the bandwagon.  Imagine the 
questions Noah faced from his friends and acquaintances.  He was building 
a boat to save him and his family from something that had ever happened 
before. Rain and lots of it.  However, he trusted the Lord’s words and 
followed what He said.  He was believing the Lord for something that he 
could not see.

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see.”  Can you imagine what Noah must 
have felt, when it finally started raining as we see in this passage?  He 
probably had mixed emotions!  He was most likely very thankful that the 
Lord had used him to save his family and the human race through building 
an ark.  However, he was probably also sad as the whole earth was about 
to be flooded!  The one thing we know about Noah is that he trusted God, 
even when he didn’t understand it all.

Noah had assurance that God would keep His promise.  Do you?  Are you 
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confident that the Lord keeps His promises?  I am sure Noah was hoping 
and trusting that the rain was coming.  What are some things for which 
you have trusted the Lord  lately?  How have you seen Him work?  What 
are you trusting the Lord for now?  Whatever the case, we can trust these 
words in Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.”

Day 2

Read Genesis 7:17-8:5

This past summer we had more rain than I can remember any other 
summer.  Usually we are in a drought, but this past summer many were 
hoping for the rain to stop.  However, this was nothing compared to what 
Noah and his family experienced.  Can you imagine rain for forty days and 
forty nights?  After that, it took almost half of a year for the water to go 
down.  In total it was almost a whole year during which  water covered the 
earth.

God kept His promise to destroy the earth and to save Noah and his family, 
along with the animals.  Verse 24 of chapter 7 tells us that the earth was 
flooded for one hundred and fifty days.  What would have gone through 
your mind during this time?  I wonder what went through Noah’s mind.  
He knew that God had been faithful in this promise, but waiting is often 
the hardest thing to do.  Cooped up in a huge boat for months, with every 
animal ever created…wow!

Isaiah 40:31 tells us to put our hope in the Lord.  The word “hope” can also 
be translated “wait.”  So those that wait or hope in the Lord… have the 
promise that their strength will be renewed.  Noah listened and waited for 
instructions on how to build the ark.  He then built it and when finished, 
he waited on the Lord to tell him when the time had come, to fill it.  In this 
passage, he is now in the ark waiting for the Lord to let the water recede.  

We often find ourselves waiting on the Lord.  Scripture tells us that our 
ways are not His ways nor our thoughts His thoughts.  God’s timing and 
answers are often different than ours.  Whatever you may be going through 
today or working through, ask God to help you trust Him and put 
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your faith in Him alone.  May your prayer be, “God I want to be on Your 
timetable, not mine.”

Day 3  CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 8:6-9:1

We see the Gospel all the way back in Genesis.  Marty Machowski says, 
“The ark is a picture of the ways Jesus saves us from God’s punishment.  
Noah was safe from the flood in the ark and we are safe from God’s holy 
anger in Jesus.” 7  It’s so neat to see the foreshadowing of Christ in the very 
first book of the Bible.

Upon leaving the ark Noah and his family were told to be fruitful and 
increase in number.  Because of the faithfulness of Noah in trusting God,  
the earth would be populated again.  Think about it. You and I are here 
today because Noah faithed God!  Ultimately, we are here because of God’s 
mercy and love. But Noah put his faith in God and his far off grandchildren, 
Joseph and Mary,  who one day had a baby that changed the world forever.  

God had mercy on Noah just like Jesus has mercy on us.  Noah chose to 
believe God and it changed the world, literally.  Today, may we ask the 
Lord to help us to follow and believe Him the way Noah did, trusting 
Him completely.  In the end, our only hope is to trust Jesus, the friend of 
sinners.  If you are saved ask the Lord daily to save you from yourself. Ask 
Him whom you might need to show the mercy of Jesus to, so they, too, can 
live.

Day 4

Genesis 9:8-17

Once while driving in the car with my family I saw one of the most beautiful 
rainbows I had seen in a long time.  It looked to be a full rainbow all the 
way across the sky.  It was beautiful.  Today scientists will tell you all of the 
things that make up a rainbow and why rainbows are there.  Don’t get me 
wrong, I believe scientists are great and have much to offer.  However, we 
don’t need a scientist to tell us how and why rainbows appear; we have the 
Word of God.  

 Marty Machowski, Long Story Short (North Carolina: 

7  Marty Machowski, Long Story Short (North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2010). 34.
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As we know, the rainbow is God’s promise that He will never again flood 
the earth.  Every time we see a rainbow we can think of this promise.  
We see God’s promises throughout scripture.  Some of God’s promises 
are conditional and some are not.  For instance, we recently looked at  
Proverbs 3:5-6 where we are told to trust in the Lord and in all of our 
ways  acknowledge Him and He promises He will direct our path; He will 
lead us where to go.  This is a conditional promise. Promises like this 
require something of us before we receive the fulfillment of the promise.  
However, we also have unconditional promises, such as God’s promise 
never to flood the whole earth again.  No matter what happens and no 
matter what mankind does we can depend on that promise.

Today, think of some of the promises we see in scripture.  Take some time 
to go through your Bible and read through some of these promises.  Thank 
God for His promises and that we know they are true, because they come 
from the Truth, Jesus!!!

Day 5

Psalm 2:10-12

All peoples, with the exception of Noah and his family, were destroyed 
in the flood because of their disobedience to God.  All the people were 
very wicked and followed whatever they wanted for themselves.  Today 
we often follow what we want but because of God’s grace we know our 
sin is covered.  This is not a license to sin; it is the grace of God.  We 
acknowledge our sin and seek to follow the Lord and get on the right path.

We are all accountable to God.  Psalms 2:10-12 says even the kings, 
presidents, and leaders are accountable to God.  Scripture tells us that the 
Lord is the King of Kings; there is no other higher than Him.  Galatians 3:28 
confirms that we are all equal at the foot of the cross; no one is greater, no 
one is less.  

Whether you are a business owner, factory worker, lawyer, custodian, or 
salesperson, may you acknowledge today that you are accountable to God 
and may you follow Him.  While we are also accountable to our spouse, 
kids, family, employer, etc.,  we are first and foremost accountable to God.  
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Today, also pray for those in leadership: President, Congress, Senate, 
Governors, Commissioners, etc.  Instead of getting an attitude about any of 
these officials, pray for them.  Ask God to help them see Christ for who He 
is and acknowledge that all are accountable to the King of Kings.  Ask the 
Lord to draw the hearts of those in such positions to Himself.

WEEK 7 THE TOWER OF BABEL -------------------------------------Dennis Watson

Adam and Eve sinned, but God clothed them and promised to send the 
world a Redeemer. Cain killed Abel, but God sent Seth to carry on the godly 
line. The Sethites intermarried with the godless Cainites, and God had to 
wipe the earth clean with a flood; but Noah and his family believed God’s 
Word and were spared. After the Flood, the descendants of Noah’s three 
sons repopulated the earth. But the new beginning with Noah eventually 
led to one of the most arrogant revolts against God recorded anywhere in 
Scripture.8

Day 1 

Read Genesis 10:1-10

Noah’s family, sons, and grandsons obeyed God’s command to multiply and 
fill the earth.   It is from this point that the earth was populated with the 
nations.  Seventy nations are listed in Chapter 10 of Genesis: fourteen from 
Japheth, thirty from Ham, and twenty-six from Shem. There are seventy 
nations in the genealogy of Noah.

What we find here is not a typical pure genealogy.  This is a genealogy plus 
an atlas plus a history book.   It is not a complete listing.  Edom, Moab, 
and Ammon are not mentioned, although they were important in biblical 
history.  The fact that there are seventy nations listed may be theological.  
There were seventy in Jacob’s family when they went to Egypt and Jesus 
sent out seventy disciples to preach the Word. 

So seventy is important and may teach us several things theologically.  
Jehovah God is the Lord of the nations.  He is the God of history and He is 
in control.  All nations belong to the same human family.  We are all of one 
blood:

8 Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - Old Testament - The Bible Exposition 
Commentary – Pentateuch.
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From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live. Acts 17:26 (NIV)  

God has a purpose for all nations to fulfill.  The account in Genesis 9:24-
11:32 tells us that God’s chosen nation was Israel.  Beginning in Genesis 12 
Israel takes center stage in what follows.  God also used Egypt, Babylon, 
Assyria, Media-Persia, and Rome to accomplish His purposes regarding His 
chosen people.  God can use pagan rulers like Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus, Darius, and even Augustus Caesar.

It is the desire of God that all the nations would know and worship Him 
(see Psalm 66:1-8 and Psalm 67).  Then Jesus commissioned His followers 
to go into the whole world and make disciples.  God made the world and all 
the nations of the world and desires that they know Him.

God is in control.  History is His story.  We have seen God giving direction to 
His creation.  It is a wonderful thing to know that He is directing the affairs 
of history to accomplish His purposes.  

Day 2

Read Genesis 11:1-9

As is often the problem, here we see people making the choice to pursue 
their own plans and totally ignore God.  In Genesis 9:1, God instructs Noah 
and His sons to “multiply and fill the earth.”  It appears there may be a 
problem in chronology, but 11:1-9 probably explains how the arrangement 
in chapter 10 came about. The author of Genesis often goes outside the 
chronological order to arrange the material thematically.9

The believer who is seeking to follow the Lord often has a tug-of-war.  
We want to do right but, as Paul said, evil is right there.  We always 
struggle with doing God’s will.  Here, however, there appears to be no 
acknowledgment of God.  They knew what they wanted to do and were 
determined to do it.  Pride is usually associated with independence and 
disobedience.  Humility, on the other hand, is associated with trust and 
obedience.  

9 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas 
Seminary Faculty.
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The danger here is always with us—making something else more important 
than God.  The people forgot about God, they got caught up in themselves, 
and, instead of making God’s name great, they set out to make a name for 
themselves.  

It is not always easy to recognize the grace and mercy of God.  We 
sometimes misinterpret what He does as harsh and mean.  When He 
removed Adam and Eve from the garden it was His grace and mercy.  When 
He sent the flood it was His grace and mercy.  Here, when He scattered the 
people and confused their language, it was once again His grace and mercy.  
He made it necessary to do what He had told them to do.  God judges and 
gives a new beginning.  

Since you have been saved how many new beginnings do you suppose you 
have had?  For me there have been many—daily!  Give thanks for God’s 
kindness, grace, and mercy!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Revelation 7:9-10

What a contrast!  There was a scattering at the Tower of Babel.  In the 
passage in Revelation 7:9-10 there is a gathering.  God scatters and God 
gathers.  Man was created in the image of God and was made to worship 
God.  When God’s people are disobedient the scattering takes place.  In 
the end God will gather people from all nations, tribes, and languages to 
worship Him.  The Lamb in this passage is Jesus.  He is the Lamb of God 
because He gave up His life on the cross as a sacrifice for sin.

Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 2  For great is his 
love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 
LORD. Psalm 117:1-2 (NIV) 

God’s ultimate goal is that all people would praise and worship Him.  We 
were made to worship and praise. The only true object of praise and 
worship is the one true God.  Jesus was God in the flesh—in human form.  

Jesus is the rallying point.  As people come to Jesus there is a coming 
together.  In the eternal Kingdom of God there will be no divisions.  All 
people in Jesus will be gathered together.



32

Jesus is the One who will bring all scattering to an end.  Jesus is our 
salvation and the salvation of the whole world.  Our hope is in Him.  We 
have been commissioned by Jesus to take the gospel message to the whole 
world.  

Give thanks to God for the coming gathering.  Join Him in inviting all people 
everywhere to come to Jesus.

Day 4

Read Deuteronomy 28:63-68 and 30:1-3

God gave a warning to His people after the Tower of Babel experience.  
Many times He told them that if they disobeyed He would scatter them.  
However, He also encouraged them by telling them that if they obeyed and 
followed He would gather them; they would be His people and He would 
be their God.

All of Deuteronomy 28 is about curses and blessings.  God told the people 
there would be curses for disobedience and blessings for obedience.  As 
you read these words, perhaps you can think of times in your own life that 
you actually reaped what you sowed.  

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
8  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap 
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life. Galatians 6:7-8 (NIV)

We are blessed to have this vantage point!  We can see the scattering 
at the Tower of Babel and the scattering of the people of God (Israel) 
on several occasions.  We can be amazed at the gatherings through the 
centuries when God brought the people back to the Land of Promise.  In 
recent history (1948), we see God bring Israel back to their land.  Since we 
have this vantage point we can see how God scatters and gathers.  

God will break the barriers and in Jesus Christ bring people from all na-
tions, tribes, and languages together united in Christ to sing His praises.



33

Give thanks and praise for the hope we have because of God’s promise that 
He will bring us all together in Christ.

It is God’s plan that all nations and all tribes and languages praise Him.

Day 5 LEARNING MORE ABOUT JESUS AND/OR OUR SALVATION

Read Isaiah 1:18

From where we have been in Genesis and other supporting passages in the 
New Testament, Psalms, and the prophets, we see that people are sinful 
and accountable to God for their sin.  From the earliest pages of the Bible 
we see that sin brings death.  God calls people to acknowledge their sin 
and turn to Him in repentance for forgiveness.

In this passage in Isaiah we see that the prophet was looking way out in 
time.  He said that there would come a day when God would wash the 
people’s sins away and make them spotless.  In this context God is bringing 
a court case against His people.  First, He convenes a court case and brings 
charges against His people (2-4).  Second, He presents His case and finds 
them guilty (5-15).  Finally, God gives His people opportunity to repent and 
be forgiven (16-31).  He tells them there will come a day when He will wash 
them clean.  

In Revelation 7:14 we read about a group of people who have had their 
sin stain washed “white in the blood of the Lamb.” This is clearly Jesus the 
Lamb of God.  God provided for the sin stain to be made white.

In the Gospels and the New Testament, we see the solution to the age-
old problem of sin.  In this passage and many others in the Old Testament 
God gives prophetic words that there will come a day in which He will deal 
with the sin problem.  God would take the initiative to do what we are 
powerless to do.

Don’t you find it amazing to see the unity of the whole Bible?  The Bible is 
an amazing book.  In reality it has one author—God, Himself.  Give thanks 
for His Word to us!
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WEEK 8 ABRAM AND GOD’S PROMISE------------------------------Chris Watson

You have probably seen or heard the commercials for things like 
ancestory.com where you can go and find out all about your family from 
grandparents to many generations before them.  Folks have found out that 
they have some pretty big families.  However, they probably don’t compare 
to the family that we will read about this week when we look at Abram, as 
he would later become the father of many nations.

Day 1

Read Genesis 11:27-32

Abram was another person that God used.  Like Noah, Abram was an 
important part of God’s plan.  If you read Genesis 11:10-26 you see 
the account or genealogy of Shem (one of Noah’s sons) all the way to 
Abram.  There are many people listed in these verses by name and others 
listed only as “other sons and daughters.”  Either way it took all of these 
generations to get to Abram just as it took many generations to get to us.  
We know all about Abram’s life as we will be reading over the next few 
weeks.  Can you imagine billions of people reading about you and your 
genealogy this many years later?

Most likely, billions of people won’t be reading about us in hundreds of 
years, although it is possible.  Even if not, we need to ask God if we are 
being faithful with the time that we have.  Whether or not we make the 
history books we need to ask God whether we are following Him and His 
footsteps.  I imagine the folks many years before Abram had no idea the 
influence Abram would have and how God would use him.  However, I 
do imagine that many generations had an impact on His life.  What about 
you?  Are you being obedient to the Lord? Are you following His ways like 
Abram?  Ask the Lord to help you be a faithful follower.  Who knows how it 
might impact others.  May all who come behind us find us faithful.
Day 2

Read Genesis 12:1-9

We have all offered or been offered the advice at some time or another to, 
“trust God.” Trusting God is simply taking to heart that God knows best, He 
will do His best, and for us to lay everything before Him and follow, 
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wherever that might be.  It is simply trusting God’s plan.  Abram did just 
that, as we read in this passage.  

Can you imagine Abram hearing the words of God telling him to leave his 
country?  What might our response had been if those same words were 
given to us?  I believe that most people who have moved, though probably 
not all, have known where they were going, having an end destinatin in 
sight.  God told Abram to leave his country and go to a land that, “I will 
show you.”  Now that is faith, trusting that God knows best and believing 
He will do what He said.  

God promised to bless Abram and make him into a great nation, wow!  As 
we read in God’s Word, we are given many commands and instructions 
from the Lord.  Also, there are often promises for following God and His 
Word.  The Holy Spirit speaks to us in many ways and one of the ways He 
does is through His Word.  Pray today that you will fully trust God.  Pray 
that you will believe God and His Word and follow it.  We often want to 
know “God’s will” for our life.  Knowing God’s plans and directions start 
with trusting Him through His Word. Are you trusting Him?  May we read 
His Word today, taking it to heart!

Day 3     CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Galatians 3:26-29

Go back and read Genesis 12:2-3, then look at Galatians 3:26-29.  If you are 
a believer in Christ, then you are one of Abraham’s offspring. How neat is 
that?  God used Abram, name changed later to Abraham, to be a blessing 
to others in the Old Testament.  However, he wasn’t the one doing the 
blessing; he was simply the instrument or vessel, God used to bless others 
as we see in Genesis 12:3.  

The link between Abram and us is Jesus!  “Jesus is the one who fulfilled the 
promise God gave to Abram to bless the nations.” 10  All who have faith and 
have put their trust in Jesus are Abraham’s far off grandchildren.  There 
are hundreds of years between Genesis and Galatians and Abraham was 
long gone when Galatians was written.  However, we see the obedience of 
Abraham in the New Testament, including Hebrews 11.  

10 Marty Machowski, Long Story Short (North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2010). 
44
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What is the promise that we have today in Christ?  Salvation.  Romans 5:1b-
a2 reads,  “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand.”  We have peace with God, meaning that we have the gift of God 
and eternal life and heaven only through Jesus.  We also see in Romans 
15:13, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  
We have the gift of an ongoing relationship with Christ; He walks and talks 
with us.  It’s not just about going to heaven, although that will be great, but 
it’s also walking in tune with Him while on this earth.  Today, thank God for 
the promise of Salvation that comes only in Jesus.  Ask to enjoy Him and 
His presence daily, wanting to walk in step with Him.

Day 4

Read Genesis 12:10-20

Abram has just left his home to follow God wherever He would lead.  
Abram is looking like nothing could stop him and that he would follow and 
trust God no matter what.  However, in Genesis 12,  we see Abram begin to 
go backwards!  

While Abram obviously trusted God to lead him, at this point in time he 
didn’t trust him with everything.  As we see in verse 12,  he was fearful that 
he would be killed if he was honest with the Egyptians.  So instead of being 
honest and telling them Sarai was his wife, he said she was his sister.  Wow!  
This great hero of the faith who had just trusted God enough to leave his 
home and go to a land God would show him, is now lying.  One moment he 
is trusting God and the next, he is cowering down in fear.

Wait, this sounds familiar…it sounds like me. What about you?  One 
moment we know God is in control, He is on our side, He will fight for us, 
and we have nothing to fear.  The next moment we are clinching our hands, 
stressed out, drowning in worry, and even sometimes trying to “help 
God,” as in Abram’s case.  Isn’t it good to know that God was still faithful 
to Abram,  although he didn’t trust God at that moment, and that He is 
faithful to us in the same way today?
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It has been said, “God is faithful when we are not.”  The truth is, God is 
always faithful whether we are faithful or not. Most often, we are not.  
Sometimes we seem like we could conquer the world with God on our side 
and at other times we wonder how we could ever have felt that way.  Ask 
God today to help you always recognize that He is there and that He will be 
faithful to complete what He started.  Ask God to help you trust Him in all 
circumstances and at all times.

Day 5

Read Psalm 4

As you might know David wrote many of the Psalms that we have in our 
Bible.  David was called a man after God’s own heart!  However, even David 
knew that there was only one that was truly righteous and that was God.

In Psalm 4:1 David calls out to our creator, “O my righteous God.”  Just 
what does it mean to be righteous?  We could spend a lot of time here but 
basically it means to be without fault, blameless, holy.   Are you righteous?  
Romans 3:10 says, “There is no one righteous, not even one.”  Well, I 
guess that pretty much says it.  Even the most holy person you know is not 
righteous.  That’s why we need Jesus.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that “He became sin who knew no sin so 
that we might become the righteousness of God.”  What an exchange, 
unrighteousness for righteousness,  Unholiness for holiness.  From mired 
with sin to perfect.  Today you and I can still  call out, “O my righteous 
God,” and know that God is there for us; we can know that He has taken 
our place at the cross through His son Jesus.

Thank God today for His righteousness, realizing that you did nothing to 
deserve it, you could only ask for and  receive it.  Recognizing you were a 
sinner, you trusted Him to take away your sins.  If you have done this, thank 
Him for your salvation; spend some time basking in His free gift.  If you 
haven’t, get alone with God and ask Him to speak to you. Be honest with 
Him about your need for what only He can give, His righteousness, for we 
have none on our own. 
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WEEK 9 GOD MAKES A COVENANT WITH ABRAM -----------  Dennis Watson

You have probably been out on a clear night when the stars seemed so 
luminous.  Did you ever try to count them?  It doesn’t take long to realize 
that trying to count them is impossible.  When God told Abram to count 
the stars,  His point was to tell him that just like he could not count the 
stars it would be impossible to count all of his descendants.  

Day 1 

Read Genesis 15:1-6

Abram had just returned from two very significant experiences.  He had 
rescued Lot from the hands of attacking kings.  He also had a very special 
encounter with Melchizedek, the King of Jerusalem.  In that encounter 
Abram recognized Melchizedek as his spiritual superior and gave him a 
title.  His name, which means “king of righteousness,” signifies that he is 
God’s representative.  It seems that many times, especially right after a 
very significant victory, there is a spiritual tug-of war.  

Abram had a vision “after this” in which the Lord spoke to him.  God tells 
Abram that He is sovereign and will bless Abram in an incredible way.  
Abram struggles with this because he has no children.  Abram and Sari, his 
wife, are getting old—past the time of having children.  The tug-of-war is 
a simple one, repeated time and time again.  Abram knew what God had 
said, but at the same time, he saw the way things really were.  Reality
and the promises of God did not seem to go together and it did not appear 
things were going to happen as God had promised.  God tells Abram again 
that He will bless him.  God takes Abram outside and tells him to look at 
the stars and count them if he can.  Of course it cannot be done.  God tells 
Abram that his extended family in the future would be as numerous as 
the stars.  Abram was going to have children, but also many far-reaching 
grandchildren.  By the way, you and I are far-reaching grandchildren of 
Abram.  We have been grafted into Abram’s family.  Paul says we have been 
adopted through Jesus Christ.  
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What was it that really connected Abram to God?  Verse six says that 
“Abram believed God and it was credited to him for righteousness.”  
Righteousness was not following a law or rule.  What made Abram right 
with God was the fact that he trusted.  Putting faith in God and His Word  
is what makes a person right with God. To be righteous is to be in right 
standing with God.  

What are some ways you are trusting God right now?  What are some ways 
in the past where you have taken God at His word?  Trusting Him links us to 
Him.

God has a plan and nothing, not even being old and past the time of having 
children, can hinder His plan.  When you have the tug-of war going on, 
remember God is faithful and can never be anything else.  Don’t allow what 
you see to distract you from the promises of God!

Day 2  

Read Genesis 15:7-21

A covenant is a commitment on the part of one person to do something 
without regard to the other’s behavior.  A covenant is stronger than a 
contract.  It is a very serious promise.  God made a covenant to Abram to 
give to Abram’s descendants the land on which he was standing.  

There was a way in ancient time of confirming a covenant.  Animals would 
be killed and cut in two pieces and the two individuals would walk between 
the dead animals. By doing this they were saying, “If I break my part of our 
bargain I should be killed just as this animal was killed.” That made it a very 
serious promise.   They confirmed the covenant with a vow that if they 
did not each live up to the agreement of the covenant the violating party 
would be put to death.  However, in this case only God passed between the 
animals.  He put Abram to sleep and by Himself confirmed the covenant.  
The covenant is one-sided because God knows man is not capable of 
keeping it.  God took the initiative to make and confirm the covenant.  

The whole idea of salvation is God’s!  He has taken the initiative to provide 
what we need.  In this account we see that God made the covenant, God 
established the terms and He confirmed the covenant by placing the 
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whole thing on His own shoulders.  Even through the many years of history 
God’s people have been unfaithful, but God has kept His promise.

Give thanks to God for His amazing and enduring commitment to us!

Day 3  CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Romans 4:13-25

Paul wrote to believers in Rome and explained that God’s salvation was 
through faith and not through the law.  He used the account of Abraham 
trusting God to show that even from the earliest of times God’s plan was 
faith, not law.  All of the people outside of Israel have no hope of being 
born Jewish or keeping the law as necessary to be a child of God.  In reality, 
that was never God’s plan.  He told Abraham that all of the people of the 
world would be blessed through him.  According to Paul’s explanation in 
today’s passage, God never intended for people to be brought into His 
family through physical birth or by keeping the law perfectly.  Instead, from 
the beginning it was through believing and trusting God.  The hope is found 
in the promises of God, not just knowing the promises, but trusting in His 
promises.  God’s plan of taking away Abraham’s sin and our sin is the same.  
God’s plan was to use a descendant of Abraham to save His people.  From 
our vantage point we know that descendant is Jesus.  Everything in the 
Bible points to Jesus.

Paul explained that Abraham trusted God even when it seemed hard for 
him to believe.  Jesus is the far-reaching descendant of Abraham who 
came to make us right with God.  It is through Abraham’s family that Jesus 
our Savior come into the world.  If we place our faith in Jesus as Abraham 
faithed (believed) God, we, too, will be made right with God.  Here it is 
again.  God has taken the initiative; He established the terms of salvation 
and He confirmed it not with the death of animals but with the death of 
His own Son, Jesus.  

What an amazing connection.  Through Abraham’s descendants God has 
brought salvation to the world.
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Day 4

Read Genesis 15:13-15

Right in the middle of this account of Abram and the covenant we get an 
early preview into another historical account of God’s activity in the lives of 
the descendants of Abram.  Everything in the Bible is connected to the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis.  The chapters which follow those, 12-15 are 
also significant in establishing the family of Abraham and, then, the Hebrew 
people (Israel).  You cannot really get a full understanding of the Hebrew 
people without the historical event of the Exodus.  Although God was going 
to make Abram’s descendants into a great nation they were going to face 
some major struggles.  Perhaps the greatest of those struggles was the 
slavery they experienced for four hundred years in Egypt.  God tells Abram 
that He will judge Egypt and deliver the people in an incredible way.  The 
event was the Exodus and God’s deliverer was Moses.  

God knows all things in advance.  He tells Abram things that were going 
to take place much later.  Again, we sit in an amazing place to see how 
many years in advance God told this to Abram.  We get to read it and know 
the rest of the story.  God is in control!  Even in events that are difficult 
God has not taken a vacation.  He is directing the affairs of history and 
accomplishing His plan and purpose.  We get to know the rest of the story 
up until the present.  However, God has told us of other events which have 
yet to take place.  If He has been faithful in the past, He will be faithful in 
the future.  There will come a time when we will experience the full “rest 
of the story.”  In the meantime, enjoy the ride, even this one through the 
Old Testament.  

Give praise to the God who is the same yesterday, today and forever!



42

Day 5

Read Psalm 6:1-4

David the Psalmist expresses his desperation for God’s mercy.  He 
recognizes his own need to cry out to God for salvation.  This is not the 
normal word for mercy.  This is the Hebrew word ‘hesed.’  It means 
“loving-kindness.”  The word brings together three meanings—strength, 
steadfastness, and love.  All three are combined to describe God’s activity 
for sinners.  David asks for God to save him for the sake of God’s loving-
kindness.  This is clearly a call for the salvation of God motivated by God’s 
love.  It brings to mind:

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.         
John 3:16 (NKJV)

Abram believed God’s plan and he was blessed and became a blessing.  
Against impossible odds Abram and Sari became parents.  He became 
connected to God because he believed His plan.  David cried out to God for 
His loving kindness.  In essence, he was asking God to send Jesus.

We are saved the same way Abram was and the same way David sought 
salvation.  We are saved by trusting in God’s plan.  God’s plan for us is to 
receive by faith Jesus Christ as the one God sent to die for our sins.  Have 
you received God’s salvation?  If not, this is the day of salvation.  

If He has saved you already, take time to give thanks to Him for His great 
salvation.

WEEK 10 GOD GIVES ABRAM A NEW NAME-----------------------Chris Watson

What’s in a name?  A whole lot.  In scripture we see many names of God, 
like Jehovah Jireh and the Great I Am.  So, a name can mean a great deal.  
This week we will see that God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which 
literally means “father of a multitude.”  Although there was a lot of time 
between the original promise and the renaming of Abraham, God would 
still follow through on His promise. 
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Day 1

Read Genesis 16

It has been over twenty years since God had promised Abram children and 
he still had no children.  Twenty years - -that’s a long time.  As Americans, 
we are often impatient, so imagine waiting twenty years for something that 
was promised to you.

Sarai was upset and frustrated that she was still childless and decided 
to take matters into her own hands.  As we see in chapter 16 and even 
later, this caused huge problems.  Instead of refusing a second wife and 
putting his hope in the Lord, Abram went along with the plan.  I am sure at 
this point Sarai thought she was “helping” the Lord and getting what she 
wanted, but, as we see, it just made things worse.

God still fulfills His promise,  but now many problems were manifesting 
themselves because Abram and Sarai took things into their own hands!  
Have you ever found yourself taking things into your own hands because 
you thought God was too slow or He wasn’t working things like you 
thought He should?  Today, ask the Lord to help you trust in Him when 
things are going well and when things feel like they are falling apart.  Ask 
Him to help you trust His promises and not take things into your own 
hands, no matter the time frame.  Remember Abram and Sarai waited over 
twenty years for the promise that God had given them but He was faithful.  

Day 2

Read Genesis 17:1-6

Abram and Sarai had just taken things into their own hands.  They had just 
sinned and seemed to have messed things up.  So, we might expect God to 
chastise and punish them.  However, in the very next chapter we see God 
fulfilling His promise.

He doesn’t give them what they deserve; rather, He keeps His promise.  
This is another one of those unconditional promises that we see in scrip-
ture that, regardless of what Abram and Sarai did, God was going to keep 
His promise.  Remember, last week we saw that God was the 
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only One to walk between the animals when the covenant was made with 
Abram.  God, being all knowing, knew that Abram would fail.  However, 
He kept his promise.  Not only was He going to keep His promise, as we 
will see in a few chapters, but He expands it.  Instead of making Abram 
the father of one great nation, God tells Abram he would be the father of 
many nations and that kings would come from Abram’s children.  To match 
this bigger promise, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, which means 
‘father of the multitude’ or ‘father of many’.11  

I can often mess things up.  Like Abram, I often want to take things into 
my own hands. But when I do, God is still faithful to carry out His plan and 
purpose.  His plan will not be thwarted, but He does allow us to be a part 
of it.  Are you willingly a part of God’s plan and, if so, are you following 
Him?  Ask God to help you be a part of His plan and be thankful that He 
uses you.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 17:6-8

Reread this passage. There is one word in particular that points forward to 
Jesus through God’s plan.  What is it?  It is everlasting!!!  As we know Jesus 
gives everlasting life.  As a kid and, sometimes, even as an adult I have 
caught myself trying to get a grasp on eternity (everlasting).  I sometimes 
lie in bed trying to wrap my mind around it.  It will never end, never!  
Forever and ever we will be with God, we will see those believers who have 
gone on before us, including the heroes of the faith, and it will never end.

Most are familiar with John 3:16 that reads, “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only son that whosoever believeth in Him will not perish 
but have everlasting life.”  It’s simply believing that we are sinners, knowing 
there is nothing we can do to fix it and trusting in what Jesus did on our 
behalf.  What an incredible love.

Abraham lived and died before Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection. 
However, he believed God, he put his hope in Him, and trusted His Words 
and promises.  Machowski says, “When Abraham trusted in God’s

11Marty Machowski, Long Story Short (North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2010). 
53.
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plan he trusted in Jesus.”12  As you go throughout your day today thank God 
for salvation through Jesus; be thankful for everlasting life with Him.  Also, 
ask Him to help you trust in Him today, no matter what the circumstances 
may be.

12 Marty Machowski, Long Story Short (North Carolina: New Growth Press, 2010). 
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Day 4

Read Genesis 17:9-27

Can you imagine being Abraham and now Sarah?  They were both in their 
nineties when a son was born to them.  They were old enough to be great-
grandparents and they were having a child. How bizarre is that?  If that 
were to happen today it would be all over the news, and rightfully so.

However, this shouldn’t have been news to Abraham and Sarah as they had 
been promised over twenty years earlier that they would bear a child.  God 
reminds them of the promise and that Abraham would be the father of 
many nations.  We might wonder what was going through their minds from 
the time the original promise was made until the birth of their son!  We see 
here Abraham even laughed as he thought a woman as old as Sarah could 
have a child.  He obviously knew if this was going to happen it was going to 
be a divine act of God.

This covenant that was made with Abraham was carried out through a 
sign (v11) and that sign was circumcision, which we will see in other parts 
of the Old Testament and even in the New.  Even before Sarah gave birth 
Abraham entered into the covenant and was trusting God to do what He 
said.  What faith.  This was something only God could do and Abraham was 
fully trusting Him in it and following the sign of the covenant.  

What is happening in your life right now that only God can do?  What are 
you trusting God for?  What are you laying at His feet and trusting in His 
plan and perfect will?  Like Abraham, fully trust the Lord and believe His 
plan will prevail.
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Day 5

Read Psalm 7:6-11

In Psalm 7:8, David asks the Lord to judge him according to his 
righteousness and his integrity.  However, in Isaiah 64:6 we read, “All of us 
have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like 
filthy rags.”  So do we have righteousness of our own or is it like filthy rags?

David knew he was a sinner and, although David lived way before Jesus, he 
was trusting in God’s plan to take away his sins.  Therefore, David in and of 
himself was not righteous; he was an unrighteous sinner just like the rest of 
us.  The only way he could say those words was because he was trusting in 
God’s righteousness.

Salvation is basic and easy to understand, yet it’s so complex.  All sixty-six 
books of God’s Word have salvation woven through them.  Just think of 
salvation as an exchange.  It’s an exchange from evil to God’s goodness, sin 
to perfection, bondage to freedom, death to life, and hell to heaven.  Wow! 
How incredible!  We can’t earn salvation; we have no righteousness on our 
own. God knows my heart, thoughts, and attitudes, and is still working on 
me. However, when He looks at me He doesn’t see my sin, rather He sees 
His son’s blood that covers my sin.  That is the only hope that I have, that is 
the only hope that you have.

When David says in Psalm 7:8 to judge him according to his righteousness 
and his integrity, he knows he has none apart from God.  You and I have 
none apart from Jesus.  Thank God for the exchange of salvation and share 
that gift with someone today.  

WEEK 11 THE LORD APPEARS TO ABRAHAM--------------------Dennis Watson

This week we are dealing with a case of “Guess who’s coming to dinner.”  
The Lord and two angels appear to Abraham and Sarah (apparently just as 
ordinary men) and, somehow, Abraham was able to recognize that this was 
the Lord God Himself.  
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Day 1

Read Genesis 18:1-8

Abraham and Sarah both have new names and have been living a long time 
with the promise of God.  He had promised them that they would have a 
very large family that would become a great nation.  They had been waiting 
about twenty years and, as yet, there is not one single child.  Both Sarah 
and Abraham are now very old and beyond the time of having children.  
Three men come to their home and Abraham immediately recognizes that 
one of them is the Lord God, Himself, in human form.  We do not know 
how he recognized that it was the Lord, but God has a way of revealing 
Himself.  Abraham greets the three guests, enthusiastically  inviting them to 
stay for a meal.  

The visit was not due to Abraham’s invitation but because the Lord chose 
to come and visit him and Sarah with a message and a miracle.  

I sometimes forget or lose sight of God’s promises.  When promises are not 
fulfilled immediately it is easy to shrink back into a kind of faithlessness.  
This can become normal for many believers.  Delay does not mean failure!  
God keeps the promises that He makes.  Abraham and Sarah had gotten 
into a routine and were just living with the anticipation of passing on 
their inheritance to their servant.  The time of the actual fulfillment of the 
promise of a son was twenty-four years!

Be careful to not lose sight of the promises of God.  Remember His track-
record.  He is faithful.

Day 2

Read Genesis 18:9-15

Abraham and Sarah had waited twenty plus years for the fulfillment of 
God’s promise for a large family.  Now God appears to Abraham to remind 
him once again of the promise and to tell him the time will be soon for 
him and Sarah to have a son.   Upon hearing these words Sarah, in another 
room, laughs because she knew that both she and Abraham were way too 
old to have a child.  So the words of God were like a joke to her, after all 
she was eighty-nine years old.  The Lord asks Abraham why Sarah laughed.  
Sarah denies laughing but she did laugh.
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Sarah had certainly been told by her husband the promises of God.  But 
since the wait had been so long she had pretty much given up.  We need 
to be careful about being too hard on her.  God, in His mercy, did not 
punish Sarah, but He kept His promise.  God knew that one of her far-off 
grandsons, Jesus, would die on the cross to take away not only our sins, but 
Sarah’s, too.  

Many, if not all, of God’s promises seem impossible.  Just giving 
consideration to what has happened so far in Genesis seems impossible.  
As we think about the rest of what we read in the Bible and what is 
prophesied to come it all seems impossible.  However, God gives Sarah 
a very important reminder, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  And, of 
course, the answer is “No!”  

One of the blessings of reading and studying God’s word is that the more 
we read and study, the more faith is produced in us.  So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  (Romans 10:17 NKJV)

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Luke 1:26-38

You will notice that both Sarah and Mary had similar situations.  They 
both received an announcement that they would have a child.  They both 
were in positions in which they could not become pregnant without a 
miracle.  Sarah was too old and Mary was very young and not yet married 
and had not yet known a man, which was her way of saying that she was 
still a virgin.  Both ladies received a message;  God said that He could do 
anything!  Nothing is too hard or impossible for Him.  

There are no limitations on God!  He has a plan and He will carry it out.  
His plan included giving Abraham and Sarah a son in keeping with God’s 
promise to make him into a great nation.  Neither Abraham’s nor Sarah’s 
age was an issue.  God made a promise and He was the One to make it 
happen.  He would not be hindered.  The promise was to come through 
Abraham and it did.

The same was true with Mary.  She was a virgin.  God was determined 
to send His Son Jesus into the world to bring salvation.  He was also 
determined that Jesus had to be born not of man.  Jesus was not born 

It is a blessing to know that nothing can thwart the plan of God!  
God makes promises and nothing will cause Him to not follow 
through on His promises—NOTHING!
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in the line of Adam.  He was not born of the seed of man. He was the 
new or second Adam.  Not a new version of the old but an entirely new 
creation.

It is a blessing to know that nothing can thwart the plan of God!  God 
makes promises and nothing will cause Him to not follow through on His 
promises—NOTHING!

Thank God that there is no one like Him who makes and keeps every 
promise meticulously.

Day 4

Read Genesis 18:16-33

When we are praying for others we are doing the very thing Jesus is doing 
right now.  Jesus is always interceding for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25).  
In the passage today Abraham prays for the people of Sodom.  He definitely 
had a personal interest because his nephew Lot and his family were 
living there.  God told Abraham that He was going to Sodom to destroy it 
because of the evil that was there.

Do you think Abraham was a little pushy and, maybe, a little arrogant?  
In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus told His disciples a parable to teach them that they 
“should always pray and not give up.”  Abraham was praying for the 
deliverance of the people of Sodom.  We should not be critical of his 
persistence but we should model it.  Too often we give up in our prayers.  
We grow weary or feel like we should not bother God.  He has asked us 
to pray and tell Him what we want and what we need.  This is especially 
true when we are praying for others.  Abraham prayed with vision—fifty 
righteous, forty-five righteous, forty, thirty, twenty, ten.  He was praying 
with vision that God would find even ten righteous people and then, for 
the sake of the ten, save the entire city.  So it was that, apparently, there 
were not even ten righteous.  

Thank God for answered prayer in your own life.  We sometimes pray 
and then receive and never bother to give Him praise and thanks.  Keep a 
prayer list and be vigilant.  Do not give up.  No one is beyond God’s reach.
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Day 5

Read Psalm 8

Psalm 8 is a Messianic Psalm.  It is called a Messianic Psalm because it is 
quoted in the New Testament in direct reference to Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
makes reference to it in Matthew 21:16, rebuking the religious leaders 
because they told Jesus to silence the children because they were singing 
praise to Him.  If the religious leaders knew scripture they would have 
known that the children were just fulfilling scripture.

Paul quoted from Psalm 8 when speaking of Jesus’ resurrection declaring 
that God had “put everything under His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:27).  In 
Hebrews 2:5-8, the quote is a direct reference to Jesus.  

Long before Jesus was born David was singing praise to Jesus.  He was 
declaring that He would come and have dominion and bring salvation.  It is 
no wonder that the Psalmist would open and close the song with the words 
“O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth.”  Once again, 
from our perspective (our perch, so to speak), we should  be singing praises 
to His excellent name.  

The Bible is made up of sixty-six separate books written by forty different 
authors over a period of more than a thousand years.  It is an incredibly 
integrated message system.  When you read and study it you should 
be amazed that the real author was from outside time and space.  God 
authored it through men but He is the true originator of the message.  Give 
Him praise for who He is and what He has done!

WEEK 12 GOD RESCUES LOT-----------------------------------Chris Watson

God uses many things to speak to us like the Holy Spirit and His Word.  
Sometimes God speaks to us and directs us how we should go (Prov. 3:5-6) 
and other times He gives us warnings of where not to go.  He oftentimes 
gives us discernment on situations we might be dealing with.  In the 
situation we will look at this week, God even used angels to save a man and 
his family.
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Day 1

Read Genesis 19:1-14

The people of Sodom had the attitude of let us eat, drink, and be merry, 
for tomorrow we die.  They were doing whatever they wanted, when they 
wanted, and how they wanted.  This place was so wicked and perverse that 
the Lord was going to destroy it.  

We remember that the Lord destroyed the whole earth because of the 
wickedness during Noah’s time. Now we see He is going to destroy one city 
because of their wickedness and their desire to do things their way.  The 
people of Sodom forgot God and were living however they wanted.  

For the people of Sodom this didn’t happen overnight, it happened one 
sin at a time.  Scripture tells us that the enemy wants to kill, steal, and 
destroy.  James 1:13-15 says, “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God 
is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their 
own evil desire and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”  As believers, we 
must recognize sin for what it is, repent of it, and move on.  It’s when we 
continue in the sin that we find ourselves in a huge mess.  

Today, if there is any willful sin in your life be honest before the Lord. 
He already knows.  Call on Him to give you strength over that sin.  More 
importantly, focus on Him, the more you focus on Him, more likely, the 
sin(s) will take care of themselves.  

Day 2

Read Genesis 19:15-16

All cars today are built with warning lights and signals that will light up on 
the dashboard if something is wrong.  Often these lights indicate a problem 
and allow a person a chance to take the car to a mechanic before a more 
serious problem occurs.  However, some folks might ignore it, forget about 
it, or just not have or make the time to stop by the shop.
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Lot was given several warning signs that there was something terribly 
wrong.  What went on at his house the night the angels stayed was one 
warning.  Then in this passage, the angels straight up tell him to get his 
family and leave or they, too, will be swept away when the city is punished.  
Most would think that would be all that was needed to get out of town, 
right?

However, verse 16 says, “he hesitated” (NIV).  For whatever reason, he 
didn’t respond to the angels warnings and didn’t leave when instructed.  
Thankfully, though, scripture tells us the angels took them by the hand and 
literally led them out.  God was truly showing His mercy and kindness to 
Lot and his family.

Most likely, we have all had people in our lives that have grabbed us by the 
hand, physically or spiritually, and led us out of harm’s way.  Can you think 
of a time the Lord used something or someone to lead you out of an area 
of sin or evil?  Did you go right away or did you need some help?  We often 
need folks to grab us up by the hand and lead us out.  What about you?  
Are you being like the angels and helping others get out of harm’s way, flee 
the scene of evil and sin, and lead them to Christ?  Thank God for those 
who may have grabbed your hand and led the way.  Ask the Lord for you to 
be that person for someone else.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 2 Peter 2:6-9

Came to My Rescue, a song by Hillsong United says, “I called, you answered 
and you came to my rescue and I, I wanna be where you are”.  This summer 
while at the beach, a family from another country was playing in the ocean 
and was totally unaware of the rip current.  Moments later they began 
struggling and two lifeguards had to be called to help them out.  They went 
in unaware of the dangers of the rip current, but by the time they got out, 
they were well aware.

There are times that we are in need of rescue and know it as the song 
above says.   There are also times we are not aware but are still in need.  
God sent angels to let Lot know he needed to be rescued.  It was literally a 
matter of life and death.  Without God speaking to him and rescuing him, 
he would have been wiped out also, as we see in Genesis 19.
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We are all like Lot, whether we know it or not;  we need to be rescued and 
we need Jesus to rescue us, because He is the only one who can.  If you 
have called on the name of the Lord to save you from your sin and put your 
trust in Jesus, then you have been rescued.  While salvation takes place in a 
moment we need to be saved from ourselves and the snares of this world 
every day.  Thank God for saving you and ask Him often to save you from 
yourself and from this world and ask to walk in Him.  We can’t do it alone. 
Our only hope is in Christ!  Is your hope in Christ? Is He your only rescue?  
If not, call on His name today to rescue you.  If you have, share the rescue 
with others.

Day 4

Read Genesis 19:16-29

If we obey God there are often blessings to follow and if we disobey, often 
there are consequences.  We see this in scripture and we also see it in our 
own lives.  Can you think of times when you have disobeyed God and it has 
cost you?  Can you think of times when you have obeyed God and you have 
seen His blessings?

Oftentimes we think our own choices and decisions affect only us.  We 
know that’s not true,  Adam and Eve’s decision to disobey started the chain 
of sin that we still wrestle with today.  Thankfully, through Jesus, God has 
broken the curse of sin and death.  

We may often categorize sin as either little or big sin, as if there is such a 
thing.  From scripture we see that sin is sin, no matter what.  There may 
be different consequences with sin, but it is still sin.  In today’s passage 
we see that Lot’s wife chose to disobey God and it cost her, it cost her 
life.  Of course that affected Lot and his daughters.  God used the angels 
to tell Lot and his family not to look back and if they did they would be 
swept away (v.17).  The consequence of disobeying what God said was very 
straightforward here.  Yesterday we looked at the warning signs.  This is not 
so much a warning sign as it was a command to flee and not look back, or 
else.  

We can speculate as to the reason Lot’s wife looked back.  What we 
do know is she turned into a pillar of salt because she didn’t obey.  In 
scripture, we see all kinds of commands and ways we are to obey God, the 
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greatest being to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength 
and to love our neighbor as ourselves. The truth is, if we are focusing on 
loving God with all we have, all the other commands, including loving 
our neighbor, will come as a result of that.  Take some time today to 
think of promises that come with obeying God and also consequences 
of disobedience.  Ask the Lord to help you to obey Him at all times, not 
looking back but pressing on. 

Day 5

Read Isaiah 42:1-3 and Matthew 12:18-21

We have seen several prophecies fulfilled in the first twelve weeks and 
here we come to another.  We see Isaiah’s prophecy in Matthew which 
is, of course, talking about Jesus.  Sin is in the world, yet God is Holy.  You 
and I are sinners; therefore, scripture tells us the wages of our sin is death.  
That would be bad if the news stopped there.  Thank God it doesn’t!  Verse 
21 of Matthew 12 says the nations will put their hope in His name (Jesus).  
Jesus is our only hope.

In  God’s eyes, we are either forgiven or unforgiven.  There is no choice.  
If we have put our faith in Jesus as the only way to have our sins taken 
away and realize our desperation for Him, we are forgiven.  As we see in 
scripture, we will also continue in the faith knowing Jesus is our only hope. 
By placing our faith in Jesus our sins have been paid in FULL.  If we haven’t 
placed our faith in Jesus, then we are unforgiven and we will pay the price 
for our sin, death and eternity apart from Christ in hell.  

Christ brought salvation, grace, and mercy and we see it in verse 20.  Now 
it’s important that we understand verse 20 to help us get the context of the 
passage: “A bruised reed shall he not break. The reed, a hollow cylinder, 
if bruised has its strength destroyed. It thus becomes the symbol of the 
bruised spirit. The tender Savior will not break, but heal. Smoking flax/
smoldering wick. The wick of the lamp that had ceased to burn clearly. 
The violent would put it out and fling it away. The Lord does not use 
such violence with those disciples who give forth some light, even if it is 
imperfect. Till he send forth judgment. Till he shall sit in power and triumph 
on the throne of judgment”.13

13 Johnson’s Notes on the New Testament.  The Gospel According to Matthew. 
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Verse 20 reiterates again that our only hope is in Jesus.  As Psalm 145:8 
says, “The Lord is gracious and compassionate; slow to anger and rich in 
love.”  Today, may we bask in His love if we know Him and share it with 
others.  If we don’t know Him, maybe today is the day of salvation for you. 
Call on the Lord.

WEEK 13 ISAAC AND ISHMAEL -------------------------------------Dennis Watson

It took a while, but God kept His promise to give Abraham and Sarah a son.  
The two sons, Ishmael, born of the slave woman, and Isaac, born of Sarah, 
brought conflict into the home.  Ultimately Isaac, the son of promise, was 
the son through whom God brought the ultimate blessing to the world—
Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  

Day 1

Read Genesis 20

Abraham, like all of us, was imperfect.  It is often our thinking that the 
people who served God in the Bible were perfect.  Not so!  What made 
Abraham great was not his exploits but his great God!  In this account in 
Genesis 20 Abraham appears to be the ungodly guy while King Abimelech 
shows himself far more upright than Abraham.  Abraham, due to his lack of 
trust and dependence upon God, feels compelled to lie to the king and say 
that Sarah was his sister rather than his wife.  As is often the case we forget 
that a half-truth is a lie.  It was a half-truth, because she really was his 
half-sister.  But most of all she was his wife.  His intention was to deceive to 
protect himself.  God is our protector.

God is the one who makes us appear to be great!  Look what God did.  He 
warned the king in a dream that Sarah was a married woman.  In doing 
so, God protected the king, Sarah, and Abraham!  How many times has 
God rescued you?  God is faithful, period.  I like to say that with the period 
because we want to say, “God is faithful, even when we aren’t.”  Just forget 
the last phrase and rejoice in His faithfulness.

Just trust God enough to tell the truth and leave the outcome to Him.  He 
can handle it and then we are free to be honest.  This was the tug-of-war of 
trust.  Abraham needed help with his unbelief.  He believed the worst; he 
feared the worst case scenario. Fear does this; it makes us worry about the 
things that will probably never happen and then we live dishonestly.  
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Day 2

Read Genesis 21:1-7

“And the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken.”  That is how the last part 
of verse 1 reads.  God is a promise making and promise keeping God.  
Although a period of more than twenty years had passed, the promise 
of a child became a reality.  And one thing was sure—God was the one 
who accomplished it!  There was no room for any person to claim credit.  
Romans 4:19 speaks of Abraham’s body and Sarah’s womb being as good 
as dead.  God can bring forth life out of deadness!  Only God could be 
credited for a man of one hundred years and a woman of ninety years 
having a child!  

Sarah and Abraham knew it!  A sweet lady told me once, “I love it when 
God tickles me.”  That statement made me laugh.  You see Isaac’s name 
means laughter.  For sure, every time Abraham and Sarah called Isaac’s 
name they were reminded of how God “tickled them.”  By this time most 
people their age were grandparents and great-grandparents.  

We have a “double tickle” on this one.  We can join Abraham and Sarah in 
the amazement of having a son at their ages.  We can also rejoice greatly 
that God reached way out and brought as one of the blessings a far- 
reaching grandson of Isaac, Jesus Christ the Son of God and Savior of the 
world!

Give thanks to God for His incredible plan to bring salvation and to show 
His greatness in the impossible!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 1 Corinthians 1:28-31

I believe that there are no great people, only a great God.  Any greatness 
that any person may achieve is because of the way God made them.  Just 
think of some of the people who have been labeled great.  Just think if they 
gave glory to the One who made them and gave them the ability they had.  
God made it clear that Abraham and Sarah were mere recipients of His 
greatness.  They had no claim to fame in the whole thing.  

The same is true for us who have been made children of God through Jesus 
Christ.  We have no claim on the glory of that.  Ephesians 2 tells us 
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that our salvation is by grace through faith and we are not to boast as if we 
had some hand in it.  It is entirely a gift of God and it is from His glory and 
for His name’s sake.

Whatever you have that you consider to be great and wonderful blessings, 
give thanks and credit to God.  In doing so we come full circle; He blesses 
us so that He can bless through us.  When you take credit you break the 
circle.  Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.

Is there something in your life you have taken credit for and have failed to 
give thanks and glory to God?  Begin now to give Him praise and glory for 
the many  incredible blessings He has given you.

Day 4 

Read Genesis 21:8-21

Sarah and Abraham had plotted to help God out by making sure that 
Abraham had a son.  We read about this in Genesis 16.  The result of their 
unbelief and sin was the offspring of Abraham and Hagar.  Ishmael was 
born and is called in Galatians 4:23 the son of the “bondwoman according 
to the flesh.”  Isaac, on the other hand, was called the son of the “free 
woman through promise.”  You can imagine the tension this brought to the 
household.  Not only was there sibling rivalry, but Sarah was jealous and 
wanted Hagar and Ishmael sent away.  She was making sure that Ishmael 
had no place in the inheritance that was to come to Isaac.  

God took care of Hagar and Ishmael, providing for their needs.  He also 
promised to make Ishmael a great nation.  In Genesis 16 it is said that 
Ishmael would be “a wild man and his hand shall be against every man.”  
The conflict is obvious.  Isaac was born as a result of the promise.  Ishmael 
was born as a result of man’s fleshly decision, one of the promise and the 
other of the flesh.  This tug-of-war continues today.  Israel and her friends 
have been in conflict with the descendants of Ishmael ever since.  Each of 
us finds a more personal tug-of-war going on in our own lives, the conflict 
between the spirit and the flesh.

Thank God for His faithfulness to accomplish His purposes.  In the middle of 
conflict, jealousy, and struggle it is easy to forget that God is still in control.  
When you face such times, be still and know that He is God.
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Day 5

Read Zechariah 6:9-13

Just about every one of the fifth day of the week’s devotion gives us the 
great opportunity to see that we are looking at the Bible from an incredibly 
privileged position.  What a  position!  Don’t take for granted that we get 
to read prophecy and then we get to see so much of it fulfilled. The events 
told about in the Bible sometimes appear random.  They are not random.  
We need to approach the Bible with the understanding that it is the record 
of God’s unfolding plan.  Our part is to connect the dots.

God gives the prophet Zechariah a symbolic crowning which pictures the 
coming of Jesus Christ to reign on the earth.  J. Vernon McGee says that 
the name of the three captives means “robust, God’s goodness and God 
knows.”    When you put the three together with the crowning, not of 
a king but a priest, the symbolism is clear.  God knows that through His 
goodness He intends to put His king on the throne and He will do it in a 
robust and powerful manner.  The prophet uses a code name “Branch” for 
Jesus.  Jeremiah 33:15 and Isaiah 11 use this code name connecting Jesus 
to the family line of David.  Jesus will be God’s King on the throne of David.

King Solomon, King David’s son, built the first temple out of stones.  Jesus 
builds a temple out of living stones, the people He saves by His death and 
resurrection.  Today all believers together form the temple of God.

Give thanks to God for the “Branch” out of Jesse and David.  Rejoice that 
you are in that connection!




