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Acts 17:1-15 

 

 

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,”             Hebrews 10:24 

Believers should be reminded of this encouragement from the writer of Hebrews regularly.  We are called to 

provoke (in a good way) and encourage one another to love one another and do good for the Body of Christ. 

Scholars divide the Book of Acts into two sections: Chapters 1-12 led by Peter (Jewish world) and Chapters 13-

28 led by Paul (Gentile world). 

This is important for us to grasp; God had an order in carrying out His plan of redemption: the Jew first, the 

Gentile second. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power {dunamis-dynamite} of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.       Romans 1:16 

That is the beauty of the Gospel; every person has a story and unique testimony.  God uses everybody’s spiritual 

gifts and talents and puts us all together to glorify Him. 

As Paul is led by the Holy Spirit, he experiences great opposition from Satan, but he also receives great 

blessings from God as he evangelizes. 

1. The Evangelism of the Gospel. (Acts 17:1-4) 

Let’s look at Paul’s strategy! 

a. Paul reasoned with them concerning the Scriptures. (Acts 17:2) 

 “Reasoned” here, means to “to say thoroughly”. 

 The Gospel makes sense and does not contradict. 

 The message of the Gospel tells us that we are building our lives on something other than Christ. 

b. Paul expounded and explained the Scriptures. (Acts 17:3) 

 Paul’s teaching about Christ opened the eyes of their hearts about how the Old Testament pointed to 

the Person of Christ.  

 The Greek word used in this verse for ‘open’ (KJV) is the same Greek word that is used in Luke 

24:32 when Christ reveals Himself to the Disciples on the road to Emmaus and opens their heart to 

understand that the Old Testament pointed to Him. 

 Paul specifically showed these people how everything in the Old Testament pointed to Jesus; that 

Jesus was the Great Fulfiller of prophecy. 

 Paul was not pointing people to the principles of salvation; he was pointing them to the Person of 

salvation! 

 



2. The Enemies of the Gospel. (Acts 17:5-9) 

 The Thessalonians were jealous of Paul. (Acts 17:5) 

 The Thessalonians conspired against Paul. (Acts 17:5) 

‘Evil men from the marketplace’ “The marketplace was the natural resort for those 

with nothing to do.” ~ A.T Robertson 

 The Thessalonians rebelled against the message of the Gospel. (Acts 17:5) 

 When you are following the leadership of the Holy Spirit, you can expect to suffer for His Name’s 

sake. 

 The Gospel is offensive to religious people! 

 

3. The Examination of the Gospel. (Acts 17:10-12) 

a) Some qualities of the Bereans: 

 They received the message of the Gospel. (Acts 17:11) 

 They examined the message of the Gospel. (Acts 17:11) 

 They believed the message of the Gospel. (Acts 17:12) 

Jesus evangelized, spreading the good news that He had come to live and die on the Cross at Calvary.  His enemies 

hated Him. Examining Him, they could find no fault in Him but sentenced Him to death for fear of losing their 

authority.  The high priest asks Jesus if He was who He said He was … the promised One.  Jesus’ response: “I 

am.  And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.” (Mark 14:62) 

 Jesus quotes Daniel 7:13-14, which says, “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the 

Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven!  He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him 

near before Him.  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, 

and languages should serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, 

And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.” 

 Jesus seems to be telling the high priest, you may be casting judgment on me, but I am THE JUDGE 

and I am the One who gives the authority to judge.  I am allowing you to judge me because I am ‘being 

delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God,” (Acts 2:23) 

 

Prayer response: 

1. That I may receive the message of the Gospel like the Bereans. 

2. To examine the Scriptures and see how they point to Christ. 

3. To believe the Gospel; to get deeper in the Gospel. 


