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AUDIT OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH 

Roman’s 4:1-25 

Introduction 

 

"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 

day"               2 Timothy 1:12 

Abraham was accounted just and righteous by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

THE AUDIT OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH 

You do not work your way to Heaven or make deals with God for salvation. The way to Heaven is only through the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

I. THE CONSIDERATION OF ABRAHAM (vs. 4:1-3) 

Paul says, "What shall we say.". Using Abraham as an object lesson, Paul addresses the issue of works and faith. 

A. The Delight of Works (vs. 2)—"For if Abraham were justified by works,..." 

 The word "justified" means "just as if I never sinned”. 

 If Abraham was declared "Not Guilty" by his works, then Abraham could glory in his works.  

 A "works salvation" builds ego, pride, and glorifies self. This is why it has such an appeal to many religions. For 

these reasons, we are not saved this way.  

 Salvation by works would rob God of the glory that belongs only to Him. 

B. The Deficiency of Works (vs. 2)—"but not before God." 

 Works rob God of glory that belongs to Him and Him alone. It also distorts the grace of God. 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 

should boast.                  Ephesians 2:8-9   (Galatians 2:21; Ephesians 3:20, 21) 

 Men cannot save themselves. Why? They cannot attain God's standard of righteousness. Works cannot atone for sin. 

(Hebrews 9:22) 

 If the works of men save them from Hell, then Christ's work on the cross would be useless. His death would be a 

wasted death. 

C. The Decision of Faith (vs. 3)  

 "For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." Genesis 

15:6 is being quoted here. Abraham believed God and it was "counted" unto him for righteousness. "counted" is 

the Greek word logizomai. It is used 11 times in this chapter and is translated as "reckoned, imputed, and counted." 

It means "to credit to another's account or to charge to their account."  

 Imperfect faith became perfect righteousness in the eyes of God. Righteousness was credited to his spiritual 

account because of his faith.  

 Faith is required for salvation, but has no power in itself to save. It is the power of God's redemptive grace that 

saves us.  

 God imputes or credits Christ's righteousness to our spiritual account. To impute is for one person to add 

something good or bad to the account of another person. 

THERE ARE THREE MAJOR IMPUTATIONS IN THE BIBLE. 

1. Adam's sin was imputed to the human race. 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 

have sinned:               Romans 5:12  (1 Corinthians 15:22) 

2. Our sin was imputed to Christ 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 

him; and with his stripes we are healed.                      Isaiah 53:5  (Isaiah 53:11, Hebrews 2:9, 1 Peter 2:24) 

3. Christ's righteousness is imputed to us when we believe in Him. 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:          Philippians 3:9 

II. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN FAITH & WORKS (vs. 4:4-5) 

 Notice the Lord justifies, declares righteous, the ungodly. Why? There are no godly people for Him to justify. All 

men are sinners. Until a person realizes and confesses he is ungodly, sinful and wicked, he is not a candidate for 

salvation because he is trusting in his own goodness. 

I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.                 Luke 5:32 

 Genuine faith in Jesus produces perfect righteousness. Coming in union with Jesus is faith. We are still sinners, 

but our faith is considered righteous in God's eyes. How do you know if you have genuine faith in the Lord? 

Genuine faith involves several factors. 

 

F—Facts... The facts of God's resurrection and redeeming work in Christ. 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 

scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.   
                         1 Corinthians 15:3-4  (1 Corinthians 15:14, 1 Corinthians 15:17) 
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A—Agreement... Agreement with God about our sinfulness. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

                       1 John 1:9 

The word "confess" means "to agree with God." 

I—Internalization... Internalization of the truth of the Gospel. It becomes a part of your life.  

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
                 Romans 10:9-10   (John 8:31) 

T—Turning & Trusting.... Turning from sin and trusting in God's Word and His promise for salvation. 

But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the 

Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.      Acts 26:20   (John 3:16) 

H—Hope... Hope is in Christ alone. 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Savior, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope; 

                    1 Timothy 1:1  (1 John 5:13) 

Genuine faith results in our being justified. 
1. THE SOURCE of justification is in God. He is the one who justifies.  Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? 

 It is God that justifieth.                Romans 8:33 

2. THE STREAM or channel of justification is the grace of God.  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption

 that is in Christ Jesus.                Romans 3:24 

3. THE SURETY of our justification is His resurrection over death.  Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised 

 again for our justification.               Romans 4:25 

4. THE SYSTEM or way of justification is by faith in the Lord.  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

 through our Lord Jesus Christ.                 Romans 5:1 

5. THE SUBSTANTIATION or evidence that you have been justified. 

A. Your words   For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.  

               Matthew 12:37 
B. Your works  (James 2:20-23) 

III. THE CREDIT TO OUR ACCOUNT—Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God

 imputeth righteousness without works, [7] Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins

 are covered. [8] Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.            James 4:6-8 

David understood the grace of God. He committed adultery with Bathsheba and indirectly murdered Uriah. He

 repented of his sin and Psalm 51 records his attitude. (Psalm 51:1-4) 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.          Psalm 51:17 

Trust 

How many of God's children, through distrust and disbelief, fail to "possess their possessions!" 

IV. THE CHRONOLOGY OF DELIVERANCE (vs. 4:9-12) 

Abraham was declared righteous about 14 years before he was circumcised. 

Paul again explains that circumcision was only a sign that he belonged to God. It was a mark of a covenant 

relationship with God. Abraham believed by faith. Abraham’s righteousness was imputed to him and to all who 

follow him the same way. 

V. THE CONDITIONS FOR SALVATION (vs. 4:13-16) 

The covenant relationship with Abraham and his seed is based upon faith. It involved: 

 Land  

 His people would be as the stars and sand.  

 The world would be blessed through Abraham's descendants.  

 The promised redeemer would come from Abraham's family tree.  

The covenant was not based upon the Law, but by faith. The Gospel is of grace, not race. A person is not born into 

salvation, but born again. A person is saved by belief in Christ, not behavior. 

"I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins" (Isa. 44:22). 

VI. THE CHAMPION OF FAITH  (vs.4:17-25) 

"staggered not" - Greek word diakrino means "to hesitate, doubt, waver, to be uncertain; to vacillate between two 

opinions or decisions." Abraham believed that God was not a liar. God never made a promise that was too good 

to be true.  
Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.                John 8:56 

When a Man Cannot Be Pardoned 

"Just Ask For Them!" 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13 
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