
DANIEL 9 THE SEVENTY WEEKS 

To be used August 10-14 

Daniel 9 contains the most amazing prophecy in the whole Bible.  In chapter one, we have incredible and amazing proof 

that Jesus is the Messiah of God.  Jesus uses a passage in chapter nine as the key to end-time prophecy.  As we look at 

the passages this week, followed by the sermon on Sunday, I believe we will all be amazed to see that God’s Gospel plan 

was just that—a plan that He had determined before the foundation of the world and then He moved all of history to 

accomplish His purpose. 

Day 1 First Read Daniel 9:1-2 and Jeremiah 25:11-12 

God’s people, Israel, were in captivity in Babylon by God’s decree because of their rebellion and disobedience. The exile 

of the Jews in Babylon was no accident; it was a divine appointment, and they would not be released until the very time 

that God ordained.  Daniel knew that the seventy years were coming to a close and he wanted to see his people 

delivered without further failure on their part. 

Daniel prayed for his people.  The prayer seems to have grown out of his concern that Israel had not turned away from 

their rebellion and Daniel knew that the seventy years was coming to an end. 

Much of our trouble as a nation is the result of the turning away of God’s own people.  God uses difficulties that result 

from our own ungodly behavior to bring on brokenness and conviction in hope that we will return to Him.  Please pray 

for revival and spiritual awakening.  The only hope for America is the gracious forgiveness and healing of God.  That will 

come only when God’s people repent and return to Him. 

Day 2 First Read Daniel 9:3-19 and Jeremiah 29:10-14 

Daniel cried out to God in prayer interceding for Israel—his people.  The first part of his prayer (4-15) was confession.  

He acknowledged God’s faithfulness and greatness.  He then confesses that it was the sin of his people that brought 

them into the captivity in Babylon.  He confessed that they had rebelled against God, departed from His Word and 

refused to listen to God’s prophets.  He did not blame God for their captivity.  God had acted righteously.  The people 

were at fault. 

The second part of his prayer (16-19) was supplication.  He pled with God to forgive Israel, restore to them the city of 

Jerusalem and the temple.  Their plight made it appear that their God was weak but the real problem was not the 

weakness of God but the disobedience of His people.  The conclusion of his prayer was a flurry of requests for God to 

listen, see, forgive and act.  His appeal was not so much for the people but for God’s name and reputation. 

This last request gives a clue concerning why Daniel prayed such an intense prayer of repentance at this time. In one of the 

Jeremiah passages (29:10-14) which Daniel had read, God had declared that He would end the captivity in conjunction with 

Israel calling upon, praying to, and searching for God with all its heart. Knowing that the designated conclusion of 

the captivity was near, Daniel feared that God might delay the conclusion if the Jews didn't call upon Him with prayers of 

repentance. In order to prevent such a delay, Daniel began to do the very thing that would bring an end to the captivity. 

(Renald Showers) 

Daniel was seeking glory for God through His people.  What people need to see is holy, godly, spirit led people.  God’s 

people are to be light in the world.  Daniel was pleading that God would restore the people so that once again they 

would shine as God intended.  Oh how I long for that!  Let His light shine! 

Day 3 First Read Daniel 9:20-24 

Daniel’s prayer was interrupted by the Angel Gabriel.  He had come to give Daniel “skill to understand” the vision he had 

seen.  He came at the time of the evening sacrifice.  Although the temple had been destroyed and Daniel was in a 

foreign and pagan land he continued to observe the times of prayer and sacrifice.   

Now we are about to look at some of the most amazing prophecies in the Bible.  (He tells him that a period of 490 

years.)  We know this because of the “seventy weeks.”  This would be understood at 70 x 7.  ‘Years’ rather than ‘days’ in 

keeping with the context.  This period was “determined” for the Jews and Jerusalem.  The focus of the 490 years then 

has to do with God’s people and the Holy City.  At the close of 490 years God will have completed six things for Israel.  

The first three have to do with sin and the second three with the kingdom.  The first three were accomplished by the 

work of Christ on the cross and the other three will be realized by Israel in the second coming of Christ.  



These six things are anticipation of the coming of Jesus the Messiah, both His first coming and His second coming to 

establish His eternal kingdom.  We are to live in anticipation of the coming Kingdom.  We are blessed to see that the first 

three of these have already been accomplished.  We, along with the Jews anticipate the last three! 

Day 4 First Read Daniel 9:25, Luke 19:35-38 and Zechariah 9:9 

Gabriel told Daniel that the seventy sevens would be divided into two time periods.  First there would be 69 weeks.  This 

would be 483 years.  You can do a ton of research, but for our purposes we will simplify.  The period will begin when 

Artaxerxes Longimanus issued a decree for the total rebuilding of Jerusalem.  That is recorded in Nehemiah 2:1-8.  The 

wording breaks this period into seven sevens and then sixty-two sevens.  The first would be 49 years and probably 

referred to the time of rebuilding Jerusalem.  The other 434 years completes the 483 years.  From that date of March 4, 

445 BC which was when the decree was given as recorded in Nehemiah 1:1-8, 483 years would bring us to April 6, 32 AD 

the date of the triumphal entry of Jesus recorded in Luke 19:35-38. 

So Daniel wrote and recorded visions he received from The Lord about 600 years in advance gave us the date that Jesus 

proclaimed Himself as the Messiah by riding a donkey into Jerusalem in fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy.   

This is over-simplification but it is amazing when you really sort it out and see how specific God is!  Jesus is God’s 

Messiah!  If you have never received Him, why not?  Today is the day of salvation! 

Day 5 First Read Daniel 9:26-27 and Romans 11:11-24 

The seventy sevens do not run concurrently.  There is a break between the sixty-nine sevens and the seventieth seven.  

Daniel 9:26 gives us the idea of a lengthy interval.  At the end of the sixty-two weeks (total of sixty-nine) the Messiah will 

be “cut off.”  This was predicting Jesus’ crucifixion.  The rest of verse 26 speaks of judgment brought on Jerusalem and 

the temple which took place when the Roman army destroyed the temple in 70 AD as Jesus also predicted.  These kinds 

of wars and desolations would continue to the end.  There would now be a period when Israel would be set aside. 

Even though Israel was to be set aside, she would continue to suffer until the prophecies of the 70 "sevens" were 

completely fulfilled. Her sufferings span the entire period from the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 to Jerusalem's 

deliverance from Gentile dominion at the Second Advent of Christ.
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So the “Times of the Gentiles” continues and will continue until the coming of Christ to rescue His church.  Then Israel 

will enter a time of great tribulation.  

The interval between the sixty-ninth and the seventieth could be called the church age.  This is an incredible time of 

grace and mercy.  We can see this grace and mercy of God on Israel as He awaits their time of repentance and grace and 

mercy on the rest of us—gentiles in enabling us to be grafted in.  Amazingly, our inclusion is part of God’s plan for us; to 

save us and at the same time to stir jealousy in the Jews.   

The seventieth week will not include the church!  The church will be taken out or raptured before the seventieth week (1 

Thessalonians 4:17).  The seventieth week is for Israel.  The first part of the final seven year period will be characterized 

by a time of peace because of a covenant made by the ruler the little horn of the fourth beast in Daniel 7:8.  This is the 

antichrist.  During this time Israel will be in the land practicing their faith.  But at the end of the period of peace (3 ½ 

years) there will be a time of great persecution or tribulation (Matthew 24:21).  The antichrist will pollute the temple in 

what is called ‘abomination of desolation’ (Matthew 24:15).  To put it simply the purpose of the great tribulation: 

1. To Punish unbelieving gentiles for the way they treated the Jews

2. To Bring about a worldwide revival

3. To Break the will of the Jewish nation, no doubt this is over-simplification.

This will be addressed more on Sunday.  But most importantly, have you been saved by the sacrificial death of Jesus 

Christ?  If not, now is the time.  What about family and friends?  Share the truth with them and pray for them to be 

saved. 
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