
Daniel 8-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Chris  Watson 
 
Vision of a Ram and Goat 
 
This week we will see another vision given to Daniel by the Lord.  This one, although vastly different, has 
some familiar ideas that we saw in Chapter 7.  When you look at the Book of Daniel and bring it together 
with the Book of Revelation, it’s all so clear.  The more I have studied, prepared and read through the 
Old Testament, the stronger my faith becomes.  Though, this week we will see a pretty tough vision.  We 
will see how God might want to use it in our life. 
 
Day 1  
 
First Read Daniel 8:1-14 
 
Following the vision of the four beasts in Chapter 7, this vision was right around 551 B.C. The ram in this 
vision represented Medo-Persia (verse 20) and the goat represented Greece (verse 21).  The horn, that 
we will see later in verse 21, represented Alexander the Great, the king of Greece.  We will see, later this 
week, that the “little horn” in verse 8 represents Antiochus IV, also known as Epiphanes. 
 
Reread verses 11 and 12.  
 
Epiphanes/Antiochus was one bad guy.  In fact, it says, because of him the daily sacrifices to God ende;, 
something only that God could do.  Verse 12 even says, “he cast truth to the ground and all that he did 
prospered.”  Notice though, in verses 13-14, this will only happen for a time, 2,300 days, which is right at 
6 ½ years.   
 
God was allowing such things to happen to get the Israelites’ attention.  He had prophets and others 
that spoke truth to the Israelites, but they went right on back to their own ways.  So for 6 ½ years, 
Antiochus/ Epiphanes led astray and caused many difficulties for the Israelites, again, this was for God’s 
chosen people.  God was using it to get their attention.  Oh sure Epiphanes would pay in the end, but 
God was not wasting it; He would use it. 
 
Step back and look at our country now.  I believe many of the things that are currently happening is one 
of God’s ways of trying to get our attention.  I believe He is using these things to wake us up, those who 
are true believers.  He is calling true believers to Himself; He wants us to turn to Him.  What is going on 
in your life, your sphere of influence and your world in which God is seeking to get your attention?  Does 
He have it?  Have you turned to Him and have you turned it over to Him?  Take some time to turn your 
heart to God today. 
 
Day 2  
 
First Read Daniel 8:15-23 
 
We get the vision interpreted by Gabriel, who has the appearance of a man, and is at many places 
during some important times.  We saw what the ram, goat and horn represent and see that again today.  
We will see tomorrow that Epiphanes, the little horn is also a picture or a type of the antichrist.     
 
Reread verse 23 and take not of the word, “transgressors.”  “The word transgressors referred to the 
Jewish apostates, not to the pagan Gentiles.  The little horn would appear what rebellious Jews would 
reach the peak of their falling away from God.  Before Antiochus (Epiphanes) became king, both Greeks 
and Jews began to carry pagan Greek culture to Jerusalem and Israel.  They game themselves over to 
pleasure, questioned moral absolutes and undermined belief in the supernatural.”- Renald Showers 
 
 



This last quote sounds familiar to me, especially the last sentence.  As believers, we have often given 
ourselves to pleasures other than to God, questioned right and wrong when it was convenient for us and 
really not put our trust in God.  And before you say, “yes they have,” ask God, “How have I exchanged 
my pleasures for the things of God, questioned right from wrong and not fully put my belief in Him?” 
 
Take some time and confess these to God asking; Him to set your heart and mind fully on Him. 
 

Day 3  
 
First Read Daniel 8:24 
 
We are reminded again in this verse, that Antiochus/ Epiphanes was not doing this purely on his own 
power.  Sure, he had free will to do as he wanted and he was, but verse 24 reminds us that God would 
be using Him, even in this, to fulfill His purposes. 
  
Revelation 13: 7 says, “It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And 
authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation”.  This same power was given to the 
antichrist.  As we have already said, Antiochus/ Epiphanes is a picture of the antichrist.  So we know that 
while the antichrist and Epiphanes act on their own accord God is using their actions as a part of His 
plan.   
 
There are often many things in our life beyond our control that God uses.  It may be something difficult, 
hard to go through or even painful at times, but  God will use it as a part of His plan.  In the mean time, 
trust Him.  Pray and ask Him what He would have you do in this time! 
 
Day 4  
 
First Read Daniel 8:25 
 
Antiochus/ Epiphanes would destroy many, exalt himself and even rise against the Prince of Princes 
(God), but in time he would be done away with.  This is a reminder that God wins.  In the end, God will 
rule forever and ever.  All kingdoms will be done away with and God will rule.  According to other history 
the king himself died and it was apart from any human agency. 
 
Take some time to thank God that He is in control. Take some time to thank Him that even though 
things seem to be falling apart, He holds the whole world in His hands.  In fact, books like Daniel and 
Revelation speak of terrible times, but they also remind us that God is ruler of all. 
 
Day 5  
 
First Read Daniel 8:26-27 and Revelation 13:1-18 
 
The account in Daniel and Revelation talk about the same person, the antichrist.  We need not be 
worried or concerned. Remember, we know the plan and we see can God’s ultimate big picture.  We 
need to be aware, but not worried.   
 
In light of the end times being nearer than ever before, we need to daily put on the armor of God 
(Ephesians 6:10-19).  We need to be aware of the enemy, but not consumed with Him; we need to be 
focused on God and the things of God.  Read Revelation 19:11-21 and be reminded of just Who we 
serve! 
 
  


