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From last week: 
 
Josiah followed God and didn’t look to the left or the right; he sought God and His plan and held in high esteem the Word 

of God.  He was a righteous man, though he got off track towards the end of his life.  God would use even this situation to 

begin His discipline of the people. (2 Chronicles 35:2—27) 
 
Josiah dies in battle because he doesn’t seek the Lord, then his son, Jehoahaz, reigns for 3 months (an evil and wicked 

king).  The king of Egypt (Necho) got rid of him and makes his brother, Jehoiakim, king.  He reigned 11 years before 

King Nebuchadnezzar came up against him and the people of Jerusalem and took him to Babylon. Jehoiachin then reigned 

for 3 months and 10 days (evil) and then King Neb took him to Babylon.  Then Zedekiah took reign for 11 years and then 

rebelled against King Neb and turned against the Lord.  (2 Chronicles 36:1-21) 
 
In regards to Babylon, (Genesis 11 Babel and Babylon - “rebel against God”) this is exactly what the people of Israel had 

been doing, rebelling! 
 
Babylon- was against the Lord then and now (modern day Iraq, Iran and Syria).  God would use them then and even now. 
 
Here is the progression of Israel’s captivity to Babylon: 
 
From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, this is the twenty-third year in which 

the word of the LORD has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not listened. 

              Jeremiah 25:3 
 
The Lord used Babylon to get the people’s attention to turn them back to God.  
 
Nevertheless the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath, with which His anger was aroused against 

Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him. 27 And the LORD said, “I will also remove 

Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of 

which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’”                              2 Kings 23:26-27  
 
And the LORD sent against him raiding bands of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands of the people 

of Ammon; He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD which He had spoken by His 

servants the prophets.                            2 Kings 24:2 
 
2 Kings 24:12-16 marked the beginning of the deportation of the Jews (disobedience). 
 
Jeremiah 52:1-30- destruction and fall of Jerusalem (587 B.C.). 
 
Babylon is the setting for the ministry of the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel, who were both deportees from Judah. Daniel 

became a leader and royal advisor to the Babylonian and Persian Empires. He had been captured after the Battle of 

Carchemish in 605 B.C. (Jeremiah 46:2-12). The book of Daniel records Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream (Daniel 2) and foretells the fall of Babylon to the Medes and the Persians (Daniel 5). Earlier, the prophet Isaiah had 

also foretold the fall of Babylon (Isaiah 46:1-2). 
 
In the Bible, Babylon is mentioned from Genesis to Revelation, as it rises from its rebellious beginnings to become a 

symbol of the Antichrist’s evil world system. When God’s people required discipline, God used the Babylonian Empire to 

accomplish it, but He limited Judah’s captivity to 70 years (Jeremiah 25:11). Then, God promised to “punish the king of 

Babylon and his nation” (Jeremiah 25:12) “for all the wrong they have done in Zion” (Jeremiah 51:24). Ultimately, all 

evil will be judged, as symbolized by Babylon’s demise in Revelation 18:21: “The great city of Babylon will be thrown 

down, never to be found again.”  www.gotquestions.org  
 
Review: The Israelites did things their own way; the kings did as well.  They didn’t heed the warnings; they didn’t turn to 

God.  God used Babylon to get their attention and bring them back to Himself. 
 
Take note of this whole account (Chronicles, Kings, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Lamentations) of the rebellion of the 

Israelites and of God’s plan and love. 
 

1) The flat out refusal of the words of the Lord. 
 

Jeremiah speaking: “From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even to this day, this is the 

twenty-third year in which the word of the LORD has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, 
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but you have not listened. 4 And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising early and sending them, 

but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 5 They said, ‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil 

doings, and dwell in the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers forever and ever. 6 Do not go after other 

gods to serve them and worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands; and I will not harm 

you.’ 7 Yet you have not listened to Me,” says the LORD, “that you might provoke Me to anger with the works of your 

hands to your own hurt.                     Jeremiah 25:3-7 
 
It goes on to say because you have rebelled and not listened then they will be taken captive by King Nebuchadnezzar and 

will be carried to Babylon for 70 years.  Importance of 70 yrs. 
 
And the LORD God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, because 

He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. 16 But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His 

words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy. 

              2 Chronicles 36:15-16 
 
Living in sin vs. living with a bent towards sin. 
 
The Dangers of Rebellion and it’s effects: 
 

Remember, there were 23 years of not following God. Think of all of the parents, kids, grandkids, great-grandkids  

that were affected.   The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but 

He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 

generation.            Numbers 14:18 

If I choose not to obey and follow God, it affects me and all those around me, however, the opposite is also true! 
 

2) The Love and Patience of God. 
 
If God didn’t love the Israelites, He would not have sent 23 years of warnings (Jeremiah 25:3)! 
 
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,[b] not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.            2 Peter 3:9 
 

3) The Grace of God. 
 
God’s grace was shown in sending King Nebuchadnezzar to get their attention.  While it was a discipline of sort, 

God was not willing to let them totally destroy themselves; He sought to get their attention. 
 
“Chastening is evidence of God’s hatred for sin and His love for His people.  We can’t conceive of a holy God wanting 

anything less than His very best for His children, and the very best He can give us is a holy character like that of Jesus 

Christ.  God is not a ‘permissive parent’ who allows His children to do as they please (Rom 8:29, Matt 3:17, 12:18, 17:5).  

Obedience builds character; sin destroys character; and God can not sit by and watch His children destroy themselves.” - 

Chuck Missler 
 
“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the 

LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”                  Hebrews 12:5-6 
 

4) The Promises of God. 
 
Jeremiah buys a field, even in captivity, even in prison.  Why?  Because he knows, in time, God will redeem 

Israel and he is preparing.  (Jeremiah 32:1-15) 
 
Which helps us get the context of one of the most quoted verses in the Bible, Jeremiah 29:1-14 
 

5) In light of the Israelites’ life lesson and rebellion, we must hear, listen and obey God and His Word.  Too 

much is at stake for me to “go it alone,” 
 

 

What is the Lord speaking to you to do or not to do; to go or not to go; to say or not to say; to act or not to act… follow.  

Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.        Hebrews 3:15 
 
 

How is God speaking?  What is my response?  Is it obedience or disobedience?  Will I obey, follow and reap the 

benefits and blessings or disobey and reap the consequences? 
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