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We need to be reminded that God used all of this to continue His promise that we 

find again in Genesis 46:3.  God makes them into a nation. 

This whole account was bigger than Joseph, his brothers, and the whole family. It 

was about bringing the whole family to Egypt so they could deal with sin, gain God’s 

provisions, and move forward. 

Remember this is important as this family will enter Egypt a family of 70 and come 

out an entire nation, which Jesus will come from! 

Review last week: Food, conviction, mercy, Joseph here for such a time as this. 

Genesis 45 - Joseph through his obedience offers: 

1) Compassion- A form of love that is aroused within us when we are confronted 

with those who suffer or are vulnerable. Compassion often produces action to 

alleviate the suffering. Bible study tools. Joseph’s brothers were not only 

hungry; they were stuck in their sin! 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he 

cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph 

when he made himself known to his brothers.  And he wept so loudly that the 

Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. Genesis 45:1-3 

His cries were not cries of hurt or anger, but cries of love and compassion for 

his brothers!  To an extent I think he felt sorry for his brothers! 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 

sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 

were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Matthew 9:35-36 

Jesus had and has compassion on those who are in need of His love, which is all 

of us!  If we have received His love we can also offer His love and compassion. 

2) Forgiveness- debt has been paid or wiped out! 

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me 

here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. Genesis 45:5 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked 

with him.  Genesis 45:15 

Note that forgiveness is theirs from this moment but they had to embrace it, they had to 

acknowledge their need for it, and they did: They said to one another, “Surely we are 

being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded 

with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on us.”  

Genesis 42:21  

They were well aware of their sin; I believe it was always in the back of their minds.  

Joseph offered forgiveness to them. 

Jesus has offered forgiveness through His blood!  We have broken God’s law, God’s 

commands and God’s heart.  But He offers forgiveness; do you grasp your need for it? 

But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your 

lives by a great deliverance.  Genesis 45:7 

3) Grace- blessings despite what is deserved! 

I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise 

you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.                             

Genesis 45:11 

Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.  

Genesis 45:20 

Sins wiped out? Yes! Forgiven? Yes! But also included is a relationship with God, 

blessings of God, eternity with God, mansions being built for us, provisions…! 

4) Freedom 

The brothers are now free to enjoy a relationship with Joseph, a relationship with 

their dad, and they are free from their own guilt and conscience.  Joseph had given 

this to him by what God had done through him. 

Joseph sees God’s plan, not just what happened to him, but as a higher calling, he trusts 

God through all the twists and turns.   Chuck Missler says, a “providential act of God is 

greater than any mortal act of man”  

You can experience compassion, forgiveness, grace and freedom through Jesus. Do you 

know Him?  If so, are you offering that same compassion, forgiveness, grace, and 

freedom to others? 


